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a drift into “recession”. They think another
depression like that of the early 1930's will
not occur, but a slump like that of 1937-38
could cut the world’s dollar income by a
quarter. Reserves of gold and dollars, as
Britain's plight underlines, are entirely in-

War And Diplomacy

In an age when war and diplomacy ap-
pear to be inextricably entwined it is in-
creasingly difficult for anyone but the ex-
perts to define with any sense of clarity
the alternatives open to the western world
in the struggle with Soviet imperialism. The
issue, of course, is relatively simple. It is
merely to discover how we are to extricate
ourselves from the mess we are now in!

Until recently it was abundantly clear
that rearmament was the indispensable
“sine qua non” of a return to some sem-
blance of security from aggression. The
relative measure of security already achiev-
ed, however, serves to emphasize the im-
possibility of remaining indefinitely on the
plateau of preparedness. For preparedness
alone is not only damaging to our econ-
omy. It is also negative in the political
sense, in that preparedness, unless coupled
with positive diplomatic action, implies war
as the only end of the international impasse.

There are already those who hold firm-
ly to the view that the only way out’is
a war to end war. Supporters of General
MacArthur find themselves in this category.
Frustration because of the stalemate in the
truce talks in Korea provides a ready breed-
ing ground for such sentiment. Yet it must
be remembered that “a war to make the
world safe for democracy” in 1952 can end
only in Moscow, as another war with the
same slogan ended in Berlin and Versailles
in 1918.

What must be remembered is that re-
armament has for its purpose not so much
a war to end war as a restoration of the
equilibrium of force. That having been
achieved, the opportunity for positive d-
plomacy aimed at a settlement of the east-
west tension presents itself. The sole ques-
tion then remaining is what policies shall
guide our diplomacy in the attempt to re-
duce the international tension.

Opinion on this point is still divided.
British Foreign Secretary Anthony Eden, in
an address delivered in January in New
York, advocated what The Economist de-
scribes as a “step-by-step” policy of dealing
with each separate issue in foreign policy
on its merits, in entertaining serious con-
sideration of every “olive branch” proffered
by Moscow, and with full knowledge " on
both sides of the Iron Curtain of a relative
equality of strength.

Another school of thought with a char-
acteristically Churchillian flavor argues
that “high level talks”, in which, presum-
ably the British Prime Minister would sit
down around the conference table with
Premier Stalin and President Truman, offers
the best solution.

What matters at the moment is not
whethef' diplomatic policy calls for the
“step-b; gtep” or the “high level” approach.
The significant fact is that responsible
statesmen such as Mr. Eden believe that
diplomacy based on strength is capable of
achieving results. It is safe to assume that
as awareness of western strength grows in
Moscow, the strident vituperation of Mr.
Vishinsky will be replaced by more moder-
ate utterances around the conference table.
As the initiative passes to the west, the
Kremlin will be less often disposed to call

the tune.

~ United Nations’ Warning

¥Formidable among the problems cre-
ated by rearmament in the Western world,
notes an exchange, is that of avoiding a
slump when defence contracts taper off.
To many, this prospect may seem to be of
academic interest only. The immediate
need, obviously, is to combat the inflation
caused by fewer goods, deal with unem-
ployment that results from tooling up for
defence production, and meet the needs of
the armed forces. But a United Nations
report on economic stability warns that a
slump may come unless plans are made
now to prevent it,

With peace as its aim, rearmament is
designed to stabilize the international polit-
jcal situation, and so to permit the return
of much productive capacity to the making
 of consumer goods. In themselves, how-
", ever, armament industries tempt politicians
to delay their curtailment. They become
powerful, contract-hungry special interests,
steady employment and enjoying
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The greatest danger is that the United
States, where production of consumer
goods continues high, will have no volume
of deferred demand sufficient to prevent a
slump. It might drastically reduce its
spending on imports, and unemployment
would quickly spread through the Western
world. The U. N. report proposes that sub-
scriptions to the International Monetary
Fund should be increased now. The Inter-
national Bank should be ready to loosen up
its lending. Commodity agreements should
be used to make the prices of primary pro-
ducts more stable. This is the kind of
thinking that could forestall what the Lon-
don Economist terms “the recession of
1954.”

EDITORIAL NOTES

Everybody having a vote should make
it a point of civic honour to use it in to-
morrow’s cjvic election.

- - -
The joint funeral service for King
George in Trinity Church Friday is certain
to attract an overwhelming congregation of
mourners.

L] . .
Once in two years citizens have the
opportunity to elect their City Council.
Everybody having a vote should poll it to-
morrow.

*» L] -
Intending winter visitors to Florida are
now almost weekly victims of airplane ac-
cidents. The immediate preventative would
be to fly smaller passenger planes.

L - -
Alberta farmers won't have as many
grasshoppers to bother them this year as
in 1951. Effective control measures and un-
favorable weather during last year are re-
sponsible for the decrease in grasshoppers.
During this year, grasshoppers will cover
an area of approximately.. 2,500,000 acres;
in 1951 the crop-damaging insects spread
over more ‘than 11,000,000 acres. Even in
this reduced area only light infestations are
expected.

- - .
Charles Robert Darwin, naturalist, was
born this date 1809, grandson of Erasmus
Darwin and Josiah Wedgwood. Interested
in sport and nature study, he was invited
to join in the cruise of H. M. S. Beagle as
naturalist, -the report of which was his
first published work. In 1859 he publish-
ed his famous “On the Origin of the Species,
or the preservation of Favoured Races in
the Struggle for Life”, expounding what is
known as Darwinism.

L » L]
Turning the other cheek. Despite _the
strained relations between Egypt and

Britain and the slaying of a Canadian trade
commissioner in the Cairo riots, Canada and
Egypt are still on speaking terms. H. H.
El-Hakeem, Egyptian Consul General to
Canada, has issued invitations to a Feb. 11
cocktail party. The bids went to members
of the Cabinet, senior civil servants, the
diplomatic corps and newspapermen. Ac-
ceptances were fairly general, it is reported,
but the event was cancelled on account ol
official mourning. ’
. L L]

Legislation designed to heip cut down
the smuggling of untaxed U. S. cigarettes

by the New York Senate. The bill would
toughen penalties for transportation, use or
selling of untaxed cigarettes. State and
Canadian authorities have been'fighting for
some time to stamp out the smuggling of
U. S. cigarettes across the border. Most of
the illicit cigarettes are being transported.
through New York State from Maryland,
where there is no state tax. In Toronto
the smuggled cigarettes sell for 30 cents a
pack.
. . -

That the Government went into its high
tobacco tax with- eyes open is revealed in
a statement by Finance Minister Abbott in
September 1950, when he said: “I am not
proposing any changes in tobacco taxes,
which are already very high. . . American
rates of taxes on tobacco are lower and
we would face considerable difficulty if we
further widened this difference.” Did Mr.
Abbott change his mind on that situation,
or did he submit té pressure within the
Cabinet? In any case, this tax impost is a
disservice to the country. Remedial meas-
ures should be applied as soon as possible
and, to be effective, they will have to be

| Catastrophe it s ip-
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—_—

FEDERATION STATEMENT
RE POTATO MARKETING

Sir,—The Potato Dealers’ As~
sociation has sought, on several
occasions recently, to justify thei
actions in opposing the operations
of the P. E. I. Potato Marketing
Board and in order that farmers

ince may be correctly
therewith, it might be well to re-
view the actual facts concerned
with the formation of the Board
and its activities since.

For years past fammers in this
Province and throughout Canada
have sought to obtain some meas-
ure of marketing control over the
products they produce; their right
to do so has been recognized by
both  Provincial and Dominion
Governments and also by all the
fairminded citizens of this country
who wish to see other classes of
society enjoy an equal measure of
economic freedom and security.
Qver a century ago the people
of this country sought, and after
a long struggle obtained. a full
measure of self Government. At
that time their efforts were op-
posed by certain interests who
believed—or at least said they be-
lieved—that ordinary people were
incapable of governing themselves.
The records of history have clearly
shown that economic freedom is as
neressary today as political free-
dom .was a  hundred years ago
However, it would seem that the
philosophy of some individuals in
our midst has not changed very
much during that period of time.
Nearly two years ago, farners
throughout Prince Edward Island
voted, almost unanimously, in fav-
or of the early establishment of a
Fotato Marketing Board in this
Province, Itis worthyof note that
a short time after this movement

was started the Potato Dealers
organized themselves into an As-
sociation—something they had

never been very successful with in
previous years. However, during
the summer of 1950 a Marketing
Control Plan was drafted and af-
ter full approval by producers, and
rejection by the Dealers' Associ-
ation, it was sanctioned by the P.
E. Island Government in Septem-
ber 1950 who appointed three pro-
ducers and two dealers, all suc-
cessful farmers and business men
to administer the plan.

On August 18th, 1950 Colonel! G.
Elliott Full head of the Dealers'
Assoclation made the - following
statement as reported by the locai
ress:

“The only way to control the
marketing of potatoes is by the
setting up of a pool and a central
selling agency. If the farmers want
that they will have it.”

Some months later at a meeting
of his association held in Febru-
ary, 1951 he urged the abolition of
the Potato Marketing Plan for a
number of reasons, including, the
levy of 1c per. hundred pounds,
that price control was impossible
and dangerous, and that the Board
might. hamper or discourage the
making of contracts, etc. On Feb-
ruary 2nd last the same gentle-
man stated that the dealers de-
cided to question the legality of
the whole scheme because they
surmised that levy funds might be
nsed to’establish a central sales
ugency. Can the leader of the
Dealers” Association reconclle his
statements of August 1950 with
those recently made or is consist-
ency no longer valued?

In spite of the unrelenting op-
position of a small group of deal-
ers, the Potato Marketing Roard
has proven itself to be one of the
hest investments that Island farm-
ers have ever made, and the farm-
ers themselves have recorded their
npproval of its efforts on each and
every occasion that they had the
opportunity of expressing  their
considered judgment,

In November, 1950, potato grow-
ers in this Province were receiving
as low as twenty-five cents pe:s
bushel and the province’s largest
snipper, Mr. H. B. Willis stated
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Then Job answered the Lord,
and said, I know that thou canst
do every thing, and that no
thought can be withholden from
thee.

he could see no prospect of any
improvement in marketing condit-
ions, that artificial measures of
any kind were useless for strength-
ening the potato market, thal
support prices would never be
given again in any part of Canada
barring war or other emergency
conditions, and that even if sup-
port were made available it would
not be of any help. -

Fortunately. Potato Board of-
ficials thought otherwise and in
conjunction with the New Bruns-
wick Board established minimum
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LONDON AND THE KING'S
DEATH

Sir,—The shock of the King's
death comes quietly to London,
and although it is unexpected 1n
one sense, the people had beea
deeply concerned about his health
since the operation, and were
therefore not altogether unpre-
pared. People are restrained to-
day, and greet each other solemn-
ly. Parliament met and im-
mediately adjourned, and all
places of entertainmentn are clos-
ed while the city grieves over the
loss of the King. All who had
followed the course of his: illness
and operation are thankful tiiat
his end ‘hag come so peacefully
and suddenly. He had been shoot-
ing all the previous day at Sand-
ringham, and during the brief
period of strength given to him
since September, we are glad that

“he-had gxtracted the maximum of

enjoyment in the few weeks fol-
lowing the recovery from his op-
eration.

London is a city of quiet mourn-
ing tonizht; the bright and colour~
ful ncon signs of the West End
theatres and Piccadilly Circus
Leicester Square are unlit. Tra-
falgar Square is almost deserlea
at 10 o'clock, and all along the
Mall to Buckingham Palace the
atmosphere of mourning prevails:
the blinds of tha Palace are
drawn, and St. James' Palace,
Marlborough House and Clarence
House are in darkness, radio en-
tertainment, and cinemas are
closed. There Is no more news
of any importance — the King is
dead. The new Queen — Eliza-
beth II is speeding home, gricf
siricken from FEast Africa to be
with her mother and to assume
the tremendous responsibilities of
the Crown,

We know now, although we did
not know at the time, that when
the King became ill last February
with what was called catarrhal
inflamaion of the lung, this was
really the first manifestation of
the malignant condition ofticially
described as a “structural change”
in the early medical bulletins.
Most medical men following the
course of repeated and sudden
x-ray investigations — such as
sending for a radiologist to go
from London to Balmoral, and- a
few. days afterwards bringing the
King down to London for more
accurate x-ray, soon came to the
conclusion that a more serlous
condition was developing. It was
not a surprise when a brilllant
chest surgeon — now Sir C. Price
Thomas — wds called in. We un~
derstand that he began the op-
eration of removal of the lung
uncertain as to whether the King

could stand it. He knew he
might have to give 1t up, ana
cloce the incislon in the chest

wall, but the cxpert anaesthetist
kept his patient'’s circulation gos

T
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Not unaccompanied fight you this

good fight:

Lords of invisible *‘and invincible
might,

The poets all are with you ever-
mofe,. .

Marching like morn upon the

camps of night.
— Sir William Watson.

those who Illstened in to his
Christmas broadcast. He had, b2en
brilllantly doctored, but his heart
could no longer stand the strain
and he died most peacefully in
his sleep of a coronary thrombosis.

It is hardly necessary to dweii
on the King's service to his coun-
try, his great sense of duly, and
anxiety for the welfare of the
people at home and abroad to-
gether with the frightful strain
he must have lived In during
those war years when Britain was
in such grave peril, We have lost
a great and good King, whose
strong character—so early shown
in his determination to rise above
his speech disability—and stern
sense of duty will become more
manltfest as time goes on,

I am, Sir, etc.,
MRS. M. GILLIAN

68 Cromwell Road,
London, Feb. 7, 1952.

WHITHER ARE WE DRIFTING? |

Sir,—~The trend towards respon-
sibility of government for the
public welfare has grown enor-
mously on this continent in the
last quarter century., When old
age pensions were first suggest-
ed, we remember how preposter
ous the idea seemed to us. We
deemed it political expendiency,
and could not conceive of any
government with the prevalling
tax system shouldering such a
burden without inviting financial
disaster., Since then taxes have
been ‘multiplied five hundred per
cent and this measure which ori-
ginated for the indigent only, and
which we heartily approve of, has
been enlarged to include all over
the prescribed age.

We cannot say that we disap-
prove of this latter extension
either, as the worker who has
toiled and accumulated is, we be-
lleve, entitled to rest from his la-
bors to some extent when he
reached the alloted span. In ad-
dition we have baby bonuses, un-
employment insurance, and cer-
taln sick benefits, all of which
has our personal approbation —
for what it is worth—when pro-
perly administered.

However there are some aspects
of this spreading bencticence
which seem objectionable. It
has a tendency to anchor a gov-
ernment, however inept, in a har.
bor safe from all opposing ele-
ments. The recipients of all this
paternal supplement are not un-
naturally timid about changing
parents. The new daddy might
be more penurious. He might
wish to get out ot debt instead ot
living luxuriously, and letting the
future take care of itself, He
might consider that his other
children—the workers — would
get tired eventually of paying the
plper for the dancing feet of the
sell-elected indigents those
who refuse to work as long as
dad hands them unemployment
Insurance benefits,

To all this add the innumerabie
host of clvil servants necessary
to wield this bulky bureaucracy,
whose prosperity depends on ils
continuity, and we have an al-

ing, and the job wes leted
This operation — of great magnie
tude and delicacy, cannot easily
be performed without some bruise
ing of the nerve which has to do
with volce production — the re-
current laryngeal nerve. This ex~
plains his loss of voice after the
operation: which gradually ime
proved, but was still apparent to

most ble combination; un-
beatable until at last the real
people, the workers who creale
the wealth, the farmers, the arte
isans, the machinists, the sallors,
the ‘prospectors, the miners, and
the teach e doctors, the
nurses, the soldier who guards our
shores and the many others who

qontribute, wake up to the fact
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the death of His Iate Mafjesty,
King George the sixth. I say
“death” for that is' the customary
l‘:n'n'd. but I prefer to think of what
as h

The Passing Scene

By Observer

HIS LATE MAJESTY

_ There seems to be but one sub- With respect and
Ject to write about at this time,

admiration of tp,
Royal Family, Any number of
them, who would' never counten.
ance any suggestion of constjpy.
tlonal Monarchy for themselyes
Wil tell you that it is a truly grea;

pened as a ing into
new life. Honour, courage, devo-
tion, faith, hope, charity, are im-
perishable qualities. They do not
die. They who possess them, as our
late Monarch did in abundance
are heirs of life eternal.
It is natural and understandable
that the peoples of the British
Commonwealth and Empire should
grieve and mourn, While the po-
litical tle that keeps them togeth-
er may seem weak, they do consti-
tute a family which, in spite of
many differences, is hound togeth-
er by a cord concerning which po-
litical phllosophers have often
marvelled. Certainly, there has
been nothing like it in all the
|political history of the world.
It has come about, one might
say, almost without design. The
thing that keeps us together is
something that somehow tran-
scends laws, treatles, and self in-
terests. We cannot define it as a
purely political institution, for it
doesn't seem to be that. When we
call it a sense of family unity we
probably come as near as we can
to a specific definition. And when
the head of a family is taken, the
family mourns.
.

In our present situation our
mourning {8 tempered by another
emotion just as strong. This is a
feeling of thanksgiving for the life
of a Sovereign to whom our own
Prime Minister in his tribute re-
ferred as a “great King and a good
man”.
As a wearer of the Crown and
an exemplar of its dignity, George
the Sixth, by the Grace of God,
followed in every particular the
very finest and noblest traditions
of Royalty. In his constitutional
prerogatives and responsibilities he
served his generation well. For this
he was revered and respected But
it was as a good man of flesh and
blood that his peoples loved him.
No Prince ever assumed the
cares of Kingship under more dit-
ficult circumstances. None ever
wielded the scentre in more troub-
lous times. What influence for
good he exercised In the ways and
machinery of government will nev+
er be known bhut, like that of h's
illustrious father before him it Is
safe to say it was not inconsider-
able. It may have been all the more
salutary because by constitutional
custom it could not become ap-
parent.

. . .
Of all the tributes that have
poured in from the official heads
of world governments T was esnec-
fally impressed by the one that
came from the President of the
United States. Whatever may be
sald about ,Mr. Truman—and dif~
ferent peonle say different things
—he is without doubt a man of
human and sympathetic under-
standing. I think we can rightly
assume that what he sald in his
messaee came direct from his heart
as well as from his office.
Moreover, the experience of my
travels in the United States leads
me to believe that in this case, at
least, he spoke for the great ma-
jority ot the American people.
Wherever I have gone, East,
West, North, and South. I have
come acress people in all walks of
life who seemed !o find delight In
abusing British Governments. Bu!
almost always they have spoken

that “they are being
exploited.
We are being taxed arbitrarily,
and despotically, in order that the
floating vote, the idlers whom we
support may continue to keep
this growing menace in office.
This drift towards a one party |
system seems to be worldwide, |
including so-called democracies.
Fortunately the Brilish peop.c|
have shown us that it is possible
to unseat even the safest govern-
ment, It took impending fin-
ancial disaster to do it however,
and it yet remains to be scen if it
was done in time.
Our provincial government as it
now slands is as good as any that
may succeed it so long as the pre-
sent indiscriminate use of gratu-
itles is to be continued. We wish
to emphasize the adjcctive, as we
definitely favos old age pensions,
child bonnuses, and unemployment
insurance for those who cannot
obtain work for which they are
trained. We know of many who
are recelving this money who
would be glad to work if they
could find work that they could
do. They have our respect and
sympathy, but we do object to
work as hard as we find it ne-
cessary to do, in order that we may
find the money to pay exorbitant
taxes to support the man walke-
ing the roads with his hands in
his pockets or smoking by his
flreside, who has been offered
work for which he is suited, and
who uses some flimsy excuse to
evade the opportunity while he
can get money for nothing. When
occasionally he does work, it is trua
that he contributes an infinit-
esimal amount towards this In-
surance benefit. But it is the reg-
ular . worker in all classes, and
the producer, who contribute
ninety per cent towards the up-
keep of this parisite’s paradise.
It is incomprehensibly para-
doxical that.those who have to
glve up employment much against
their inclinations in order to take
care of sick and dependent par-
ents can get no compensation.
This I8 a minority, who however
needy are not {oo influential on
election day. Sl
Our Premiér J.W. Jones sel-
passes up an opportunity to
stress the Importance and neces-
sity of hard work for success in
any field of endeavor. We agree
with him one hund®d per cent,
but would include the political
parasites who are not essential in

mercilessly

titution for those who haye it
This I take to be snother unifying
influence between us and them o,
8t least, a leavening influence of
our many differences. This i ne
small matter when one considers
the many problems the course g
history has forced upon yus,

The King is dead. We mourn hjy
passing but, at the same time, mey
of goodwill everywhere will take
courage from the good example of
his life and manners,

. L .

Monarchs, like all other mortals
live, have their day, and cease to
be. The good inherent in the
Crown and Throne goes on, Not
even death itself can Interrupt thay,
continuity.

In the accession of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth the Second, Roya|
authority has indeed passed tp
gracious hands. Like every other
dutiful daughter she will mourn
her father’s passing, In the same
moment she will assume the re.
sponsibility he lald down with tryly
R;;ynl courage, resolution, and dlg.
nity.

Tralned from babyhood for the
burden which destiny has laid upon
her she will carry that burden well
and nobly, While the trumpets
blow, high officers of the realm
will proclaim her as the rightful
Sovereign and only Liege Lady ot
her Commonwealth and Empire,
And deep beneath the sound of the
trumpets, in the hearts of millions
of her subjects, a mighty AMEN
will issue forth in proud ang loyal
acclaim,

It was during the reign of the
first  Elizabeth  that the British
Empire, as such, was born and be-
gan to exert powerful influence
over world affairs. It may be that
during the second Elizaheth's reign,
he Empire, or Commonwealth, as
t Is now, will emerge from the
harsh difficuities which the sacrl-
fices it made In two global con-
flicts brought about,

our spreading bureaucracy. We
suggest that they be put on some
of our far too many vacant farms,
where  with some  assistance,
which we grant would be neces-
sary, they could possibly demon-
strate the practicability of the
many theories for making money
on the farm, which have been
handed out.
It has always surprised us, how
quickly a chameleonlike trans-
formation can take place in an
indlvidual, who having failed in
his own business, seeks and ob-
tains government employment,
and inside of a few short weeks
arrogates the position of dictator
and dlrector of the very enter-
prises wherein he failed. The
metamorphosis i8 rapid and com-
plete. The farmer who is pop-
ularly presumed to be making »
fortune, is’ faced this year with
declining  livestock  prices, the
highest feed prices in our history,
a scarcity of manual labor and a
superabundance ol taxes. It is
time that a stop is put to the
exodus of political adherents from
the rigours of farm life to pleas-
ant office jobs with short hours
and good pay in the Capital.
The real farmers are getting
tired of being told from the sanc-
tuary of soft seats in steam heat-
ed bulldings; how to run their
business in a manner that will
show enormous profit. Before the
handwriting on the wall inscribes
the fatal “Mene, Mene, Tekel,
Upharsin” that told Belshazzar,
the Babylonian king that he was
weighed in the balance and Jound
wanting, is applied to our admin-
istration, we had better weed out
the useless incumbents in oty
and country, and ask them to im-
plement our Premier’s wise ad-
monition, to go to work.
“The King is dead, long lie
the Queen", has been proclaim-
ed with sadness over our radios
and through the Press, since the
Jamentable Wednesday morning,
when we first heard that we were
without a Monarch. Durlng the
past two decades the tangible ties
of empire have been so near!y
severed, that it has been said the
British Empire no longner exist&
This s-so--insofar as each inte-
gral part, Canada, Austraha, In-
dia and the rest are independent
and have complete autonomy.
The intangibles have to be con-
sidered, however, before any such
statement is made.
The death of our beloved king
has demonstrated as only such a
great sorrow cam, how unbreak-
able are the bonds of love thal
hold together this favored Com-
monwenlth of Nations, Standing
head and shoulders above the
bickering politicians, the nation
alists, the internationalists, tht
socialists in each of his Domin-
ions, this qulet dignitied figu't
our deeply loved Sovereign, ob
trudes. His benevolence, his splric
tual stature, his qualities of heart
and mind, and his humility i
his exalted position were realized
all over the world. From darkest
Africa, from the countries be
hind the Iron Ourtain, from Polt
to Pole, came expressions of grie!
and deepest sorrow at his early
demise, His was & steadying in-
fluence in a world chaotic wtz‘
fear. He resembled Abraham Lif®
coln In his Christlike character.
He has bequesthed to humanity &
pattern of life, in the home ar%
in public worthy of emulation. H\-
has taken with him that whic
the catastrophy of crashing dy"‘-
asties, and the dissolution of |
empire could not destroy. — 'h*
love of an innumerable host who,
are still proud to call themselves
his loyal subjects, : |
Coy
1 am, Sir, ‘t ' pRATT

St, Peters, PEL .-~
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