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By Thornton W. Burgess

THE STRING WALKER

persistence in the end will pay,
¥or soon or late I. {finds & way.
—Farmer brown's Boy

Between two quite tall stakes was
stretched a string. It was a stout
cord, and 1t was stretched tight.
Mid-way between® the two stakes
another piece of string had been
tried to it and at the other end of
this plece of string dangled a
peanut in the shell. A Merry Little
Breeze dancing along that way
made the peanut swing back and
forth. .

oOn the ground beneath it sat
striped Chipmunk, He wanted that
peanut, It seemed to him that
never in all his life had he ever
wanted anything more than he
wanted that peanut. So far he
nadn't been able to get it. When
ne stood up on tip-tde that peanut

was still out of reach. He:had tried
jumping for it and he just couldn’t
get hold of it. Now he was studying
to find a way. He wasn't going to
give up. He isn’t the giving-up
kind. Thrifty people are not the
giving-up kind, and Striped Chip-
munk is thrifty. You know he be-
longs to the Squirrel family, and
thrift is a family habit.

Striped Chipmunk was being
tested. He didn't know it, but he
was being tested to find out how
smart he really was. Watching
from a kitchen window were

yet out of reach. I've half a mind to

dignant,

times,” said Farmer . Brown's Boy

and his freckled face broke into a

at that peanut, so near and yet so
far. Her smile vanished.

Farmer Brown's Boy and Mother
Brown.

“I think it is a shame,” sald
Mother Brown severely. '

The eyes of Farmer Brown's Boy
twinkled. “What do you think is a
shame?” he asked.

“I think it a shame to tease that-
poor little fellow so. You know
very well he can't get that nut.
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There it 15 almost within reach,

go to the door and toss him a
peanut.” Mother Brown was in-

“I guess you've forgotten what
you have sald to me 50 many

and his eyes twinkled more than
ever,

“What have I said to you?" his |
Mother wanted to know.

“Where there’s a will there's a
way,” said Farmer Brown's Boy.

broad smile. .

Mother Brown smiled back. Then
she looked over at Striped Chip-
munk again and saw the longing
in his bright eyes as he looked up

“Tommy,” sald she, “you know
very well that little fellow can-
not get that nut. I think it is cruel
to tease him so0.”

Tommy shook his head. “I don't
know that,” said he, “I don's
know that he can't get that nut.

| Contract Bridge
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If I did know it I wouldn’t tease
him, I'm just trying to find out
how smart a Chipmunk can be.
There 1s a way by which he can
get that peanut, and I am won-
dering if he is smart enough to
find that way.”

Just then Soriped Chipmunk
darted over to one of the tall
stakes. He climbed it to the top.
There he sat looking down at that
peanut swinging back and forth.
still as far out of his reach as it
had been when he was on the
ground. For a few minutes he sat
still, looking at that tight string
between the two stakes, then down
at the hanging peanut a Merry
Little Breeze was swinging back
and forth. Finally he reached down
to the tight cord, and gingerly
got down onto it from the stake.
He balanced himself. He took a
step. He took another. Not for no-
had he climbed about on
slender limbs of bushes. .

“The tight-rope walker!"” chuckl-
ed Farmer Brown's Boy.

“What good is that going to do
him? He can't get that nut.” said
Mother Brown.

“Wait and see. He must think
he can, or he wouldn't walk out
there,” replied Tommy.

Slowly, carefully, Striped Chip-
munk walked out along thap string.
Had it been a large string, like a
clothesline, it wouldn't have been
so difficult, But it was a small
string, a plece of old fishline.

moved out along that string until
he fghched the middle where was
tied the string from which the
peanut was hanging. What would
he do now? He couldn’t possibly
climb down that string to the pea-
nut, What could he do?
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CHOOSING THE TRUMP

=

As a rule, when partners dis-
cover the presence of a fitting four-
card major sult, their search for
the right contract is over — that is
it, at some level or other. For
example, four hearts to the ace in
one hand, opposite four to the K-Q,
usually provide a better trump suit
than tive hearts  opposite three,
with the same honor cards.

The 4-4 trump-suit theory 1s
even more productive at duplicate
bridge, when the suit Is a major
and can be selected instead of a 5-4
minor. But even -at match-points
this principle should not always be
followed. Here, for example, is one

of the exceptions:

This deal occurred In an elght-
tahle duplicate, and in five cases
this was the bidding:

South West North East

1@ 18 39 Pass
4 ¢ Pass 6w Pass
Pass Pass

In no case was the contract fui-
filled. The usual opcning lead by
West was the club ace, and al-
though this could be ruffed in
dummy, the declarers soon found
themselves in trouble. They could

not ruff two more clubs while

Step by step, Striped Chipmunk | maintaining rigid control on all
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fronts, and when they led a
diamond for the dual purpose ot
establishing the suit and galning
entry to the closed hand, West
promptly returned a diamond for
his partner to ruff. (Obviously, it
the trumps had been drawn to stop
this ruff, South would have been
left with one or two losing clubs.)

Contrast this result with the easy
play for a six-ciamond contract,
and it appears that the various
Norths carried a good principle too
far, In view of the club void and
the presumption that several clubs
would have to be ruffed, it was
vital to select the longest combined
trump suit, and so it vould have
been a very good idea for North to
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QUIET OR LEAVE
THE HOSPITAL.
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By Alex Raymond
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WONDERING HOW MY MAN
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SOMETHING TO SOLVE..,

WIF THE VALET WOULD
BE HERQ TO THE MAN,
HE MUST ACT! A CAUSE!

A CASE... AH! THE

T'M SO THANKFUL TO FIND
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raise  diamonds vigorously and for.

HENRY By Carl Anderson
5= GO LP AND o] 2
GET UNDER o ;
THE SHOWER -

TILLY THE TOILER

By Boh Gustafso®

WA! HA! THAT WAS SMPLE!
IT's S0 EASY. TO
AROUND THE BOSS

CGET
i

« AND, TILLIE = PICiK UP THREE
AIRS OF THOSE NYLONS
FOR MY WIFE,TCO,
WILL yOu ?

By George McManus
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ITS ALWAYS A PLEASURE
TO LISTEN TO MY BROTHER |
BIMMY'S SNORING = IT'S SO

SONOROUIS AND MUGICAL.!

I MUST BE CAREFLL
NOT TO WAKE LIP THE
DEAR BOY.! HE NEEDS
HIS REST -
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WAKE UP, YoU
LOAFER! vouLL
AROUSE THE WHOLE
NEGHBORHOOD WITH
YOUR ENOR

.
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TIPPY AND_“CAP”
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By Edwina

EHZ--WHY, YES

YES, I'M
ENTERTAININ'

LoU, TIPPIE - HUH 2

gg,I'M SURE HELL

! THAT'S A GOOD GLAD TO 5-!
MEBBE I OUGHT TO TH LIT'RARY IDEA, MRS, CAP?¢
WRITE A LONGER. CLUB THIS KELKS-- < :
LETTER TO BETTY- TIME 1T WON'T!

WHAT 1T7S ‘BOUT 11T WANT YOU
TO RUN OVER TO MR.BUDGE'S"-
COUNTTA HIS PHONE

MY ZAND! WAIT TILL YO HEAR |
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By Rutord
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GRANDMA NEVER
WOULD HAVE LIVED
S0 LONG N AN
"AUTOMATIC
KITCHEN'/

By Harry Haenigsen

THAT'S FINE, GLAD YOU'VE
DECIDED TO STAY HOME

YES, FATHER, YOU FUSSED
SO ABOUT MY GOING OUT.,

NOT GOING QUT TONIGHT,
PRINCESS?

! U

BECOME RECONCILED AND

\'VE DECIDED TO RELAX AND T
ADJUSTED TO »OU,




