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i Eii Should Go Through

‘Before Parliament recessed,
Prime Minister Pearson made an an-
nouncement which received less pub-
licity than its importance warranted. -
He agreed to consider adopting as a
goveynment measure a private bill

. introduced by the veteran NDP mem-

ber for Winnipeg North, Stanley
Knowles, which would raise the quor-
um in the House of Commons from -
20 fo 50 members.

Heretofore Mr. Knowles seems to
have been the only parliamentarian

*  concerned about this matter. For

years he sought, through a private
member’s bill, to have the quorum in-
creased to 30. Last year he upped
the quota to 50 in the hope of achiev-
ing a compromise perhaps at 40.
Each time the Knowles bill was
presented it was talked out without
coming to a vote. It looked as if his
latpst effort, which was initiated with

. the presentation of yet another mem-

ber’s bill at the opening of the cur-
rent session, would meet a similar

—————faffe-—But-ifit-should-beadopted as _

a government meastre it would in all
likelihood go through. .

"It is hard for the taxpayers to un-
derstand why the business of Can-
ada’s Parliament Should be legally

" possible with only 20 out of 265 elig-

able members present. The 20-mem-

ber quorum is a relic of pre-Confed-

eration days, when the combined Leg-
islature of the two Canadas had only

130 members. It should never have

been carried into Confederation; but

atJeast there was more excuse for the-|
prictise then-than there is now.

{ Two main arguments are advanc-
by opponents: of increasing the
rum. One -is that members have

0 much other work to do to always
in the House; the other is that

mémbers are burdened with commit-

te¢ work. “Both of these arguments
arg phony,” Mr. Knowles maintains.

“Hirst of all, there are no committee

in the Parliament buildings
capable of accommodating more than
75to0 100 members. Secondly, sitting
in‘ Parliament is our major function.

There is no valid excuse for not being

there. It is a fulltime job and we

are paid on a full-time basis.”
* Yes, indeed. It will be recalled
it when the members of the Com-
voted . themselves an $8,000
raise two years ago, they justified it
on the ground that being an MP is
now a full time job. Yet on many oc-
casions since there has been scarcely
more than the 20-member minimum

q

of members present to conduct thé |

nation’s business.

If Parliament’s image is to be re-
stored to some measure of public
esteem, a good place to begin would
be with the Knowles motion.

Habitat ‘67

,  One of the striking features of
’67—the 1967 World’s Fair at
Montreal—is to be a unique project
designed ‘by a 25-year-old Montreal
architect, Moshe Safdie. Known as
Hibitat ’67, it is claimed to be the
most advanced experiment in high
density urban housing ever devised:

It’s got, as they say. “everything.”
In effect the project is a collection

come pocket books, though only a

-handful of officials will live in it dur-

the fair. Tt will later be sold to

interests for about $8 million
opened as a housing complex.

", Mr. Safdie is quoted as saying that

“intention has been to come up

“the best formula yet” for mak-
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life livable in the heart of a teem-

3

ing city. “Suburbs,” he says, “aren’t
thé answer. The first basic concept
in the evolution of the contemporary

- city is the need for integration into

{

Frank *“-': +one complex of all the facilities of

the city: housing, commercial areas,
offices, light industry, parks, recre-
ational facilities and the like.”” He is
quite obviously a man of no ordinary
imagination. His project has already
captured the fancy of the publie
and driven one magazine writer to
suggest that it will make the Eiffel
Tower “seem like a collection of gird:
ers leading up to a hot-dog stand.”

It is recalléd that when the Eiffel
Tower was Built for the Paris World’s
Fair in 1889, most persons, including

‘many newspaper editors, saw it as

little more than a startling folly.
Only a few far-sighted builders and
architects recognized# as a signifi-
cant breakthrough in the use of
structural steel. ' If proved that tall
buildings could be constructed
around a steel frame. The result
has been the modern skyscraper.

The design for Habitat '67 looks
even more fantastic than the Eiffel
Tower must have looked when it was
built. If it justifies the high tributes
it is receiving, it will soon become a
commonplace feature of big city plan-
ning. A safe bet is that the Japanese
will ‘lose no time in adapting it to

their housing problem in Tokyo—the _

city |

largest and most densely packed
in the ‘world.h

Looks More Promising

A stream of West Berliners flow-
ing eastward through the Iron Cur-
tain at this season signals an apparent
end to the latest Berlin crisis. This
is, of course, not the first time that
such visits have been permitted by
the Communist authorities, but it is
significant following the recent trou-
ble on the access routs to Berlin.

Both German governments, at
Bonn and East Berlin, continued to
mutter at each other last week, about

_ reprisals stemming from that danger-

ous clash of wills—a clash precipitat-

—ed-by the meeting in West Berlin df | the d

a session)of the West German Par-
liament, and by retaliatory blockades
of western traffic through East Ger-
many.

But beginning last week the Com-

 munist wall lifted to allow West' Ber-

liners to make one-day Easter holiday
visits to their relatives in the Soyiet
zone. Some 650,000 West Berliners
are expected to cross the zonal border
between April 12 and 25, under an
Easter pass agreement negotiated
last September.

Obviously, if the Communists had
been really anxious to create trouble,
they would have cancelled this agree-
ment. The fact that this step was
not taken is regarded as a good in-
dication that the Soviet Union,
through its East German puppet, has
no wish to do so. 5

Fifty Years Ago

Fifty years ago troops of the First
Canadian Division bore the brunt of
the first gas attack in history as the
Germans unleashed 160 tons of chlor
ine gas on Allied soldiers near the
city of Ypres in Flanders. On Thurs-
day, April 22, the CBC radio network
will present Ypres Remembered, a
90-minute program vividly recalling
the horrors of that attack.

The Ypres battle won its infam-

ous place in history mainly because
it.was the testing ground for this
new type of terror warfare. At that
time there was no known defense
against gas; yet at the apex of the at-
tack, the Third Canadian Brigade
held firm. From all .parts of the
Salient, Canadian reserve units rush-

ed to fill the gaps created by the re- |

treating Algerians. They not only
filled these gaps, but mounted two
counter attacks that night, causing
the Germans to overestimate the
strength of the Allied troops in the
area, and to dig in instead of pressing

Canadians had saved the day,

their
The
but at a fearful cost. There have

many dreadful days of battle |

been

since then, but this one is an imper-
ishable part of our annals. It is
right that its anniversary should be
commemorated in the manner plan-
ned by the CBC. The program will
be of a harrowing nature—not at all
as entertaining as a hockey game or
an Ed Sullivan show. But it is to
be hoped that the new generation of
Canadians will not miss-it. It will
have a valuable message for them, if
they can interpret it.

" EDITORIAL NOTE

We didn’t know that Abraham
Lincoln was an inventor, but he is
listed  as such in the U.S. Patent Of-
fice at Washington. He held, the re-
cords disclose, a patent for a device
to lift vessels over shoals with air-
inflated bellows. :
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