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(Continued)
“That feller?” drawled Hickey.

for him. Been
smelling trouble ever since last
Looks as if it had got here

Mason

Harvey and the lawyer walked

the house, and Gary went

back to the slush pit, but unease
him prickly. He went to the
an hour later, heard loud
barking at each other in

ving room, and slipped up-

grief had moved in.

He heard the front door close
while he was shaving, and then
the sharp slam of the back door
as Harvey went out. Then Ellis'
ear went snarling out of the drive
and when Gary went down again,
Mona lLee was lingering, frighten-
ed and pale, in the hall

“Gary, B8lide Fllis was here”
she began at once. “There's some
kind of trouble. I could hear from
upstairs—part of it. It's something
about this place.”
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Retire on 3200
A Month for Life!

A popular Halifax grocer and his
wife recently retiredon $200 amonth
for life. Their dreams of security
and comfort have come true, thanks
toadecision the grocer made in 1923,

Tt was then he took out a Con-
federation Life Insurance Pension
Plan which included $20,000
insurance protection. He had just
opened his store . . . and with the
baby and the payments on his home,
he had only 20 much left for retire-
ment plans. It was a pleasant sur.
price when his Confederation Man
told him how easily his dreams
eould come true—without risks or
investment worries.

You'll be pleasantly surprised too
at how eacily you can make your
dreams come true — and protect
your loved ones at the same time —
“with a Confederation Life Pension
Plan with Insurance.

onfederation

For Free booklet, ' Retiring in
Comfort Is Not a Miracle”, call:

S. W. WILLIS
Divisional Manager
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year by year we bought more. Har-
vey traded for some of it and
then he bought up some mortg-
ages and foreclosed when he knew
the people didn't have any inten-
tion of paying them off. He said
it was all right. He said that was
the way people got land.”

“Don't worry till you have to.
It it's serious, we'l hear about it
soon enough—and until then we
won't worry.” Gary gave her a

filial hug.
| “Youre a big comfort, Gary,”
| sighed. “d can talk to you.

But 1 can't talk to Harvey any

more.”
| Gary went back to the derrick,
found Harvey standing there glar-
ing at {t, his brow drawn into a
frowning knot.

“Well, it's begun” he snapped.
“That was Slide Eiis—that fellow
who was out here. He says he's
! golng to get out an injunction now,
| to keep me from putting down
1 this well”
| “How on earth can he do that?
| What grounds has he got for en-
| joining you against drilling this
| well?”
| “He hasn't any real grounds at
| all.” Harvey's neck was swelling
| again. “It's all a cooked-up mess,
and Ol Kimballs at the bottom of

it. I found out he'd been to con-
| siderable expense, traveling around,
| seeing the big oil fellows. Told
? them all he could handle me, that
I'd do what he advised—got some
of 'em practically signed up to take
over these leases before he said
anything to me about it, much.
Then, when I wouldn't lease, it
| made him look like a say, and he's
sore. And now he just wants to
show me that I'm a sap and an
. old cowman who oouldn't put down
& drill pipe without running into
a mess of trouble—and I'm just
mad enough to lick him at it, if it
takes the last nickel I've got.”
«Just how is this fellow Eilis
going about stopping you on this
well?” Gary asked. “He must have
something that he thinks will stand
up in court, or he wouldn't be able
to get an njunction or threaten
you with one”

“He thinks he's turned up a flaw
in this title—title to that piece
of pasture out there that I bought
from old Elihu Plummer, back in
198, Slide says he represents one
of Plummer's minor heirs.”

Hickey, who had sidled nearer
and was frankly listening, spat dis-
gustedly. ‘“How could old man
Plummer have a minor heir?” he
demanded. “Plummer wasn't never
married to nobody.”

“Slide Ellis claims Elihu had a
common-law wife. Claims there’s a
boy seventeen years old that he
can prove was Elihus son—and
that the boy's property rights in
this land were violated when Elihu
sold out to me.”

“A holdup,” said Gary, “Old stuff.
! They always try to get away with
it. Sometimes it's a long missing
son of a long lost brother. But
the common-law wife is the usual
graft. He was ready to settle out
of court, of course? He didn't want
to embarrass you and delay your
operations by bringing the case to
trial? That's the usual gag.”
| «“He did hint that there might
be some kind of outside settlement,
but what he was most bent on was
stopping me from drilling, I could
see that. I asked him straight out
what his price was—wanted to get
him in a spot—but he weas cagy, he
sidestepped  committing himself.
Then he got mad and said he'd
stop this well in twenty-four hours,
and I told him to go ahead and
bust his guts doing it."
| “He may be able to get an in-
junction, you know,’ Gary remind-
ed him.

“1 won't compromise with & low
‘hepl like Slide Ellis—nor with

that crummy son-in-law of mine
| either. I'm going ahead with this
I well, if I have to fight the whole
| state of Texas to do it.”

“1'd advise you to see your own
lawyer, at any rate,” Gary said.
“You can't fight a slick bunch of
crooks without the law on your
side—and there are a lot of curves
that laymen don't knmow about.

“INl go and see him the first

thing in the morning. And Tl
let those birds know they’'re in
a fight.”

‘ (Continued)
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“The Tiny Folk
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mother,

“I'd like a book, please, one that
tells all about the farm or farm
animals. ¥s there one?” he answer-
ed.
Soon they found just the book
they were looking for, It told a-
bout a farm, with lots of brightly
colored pictures of animals ft was
just right, so they bought it too.

“Now that will be all for you
for this trip, Laurle,” his mother
said.

“No, I want one thing more”
Laurfe insisted. :

“I want to take something home
to poor little Frisky. He'll be
lonesome without me today. Could
I take home some cans of dog
food, please, Mommy."”

His mother agreed, so off they

went to the grocery store. There
they found just what Laurle wanl-
ed. “I'll take this ome with the
picture of the cute little dog on
it.” Laurife sald. “This little dog
lcoks just like Frisky.”

At last their errands were all
done. Laurie's little legs were
getting so tired, for he had walk-
ed a lot for a three yedr old bhoy.
but now he could settle down and
have a nap on the trip home,

“I had a good day Daddy” he
yawned as he snuggled down on
the seat between his mother and
father, “But I'm glad I'm going
home now.” And in five minutes
he was sound asleep.

AS THE CROW FLIES

‘The straight-line distance from
Land’s Bnd to John O'Groats in
the United Kingdom is 603 miles.
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made ready to start out, some-
thing held him back. He was still
afraid. Perhaps it was the fear.of
the night holding over. Anyway,
hungry as he was he somehow
couldn’'t bring himself to leave that
snug hiding place in the big hem-
lock tree.

‘This was the time of day when
he dared approach the homes of
Man. He often found scraps in door-
yards that he wouldn't dream of
going near in broad daylight. Now
it was growing lighter and lighter,
and soon it would be too light
for him to dare visit any door-
yards.

After awhile Blacky very, very
slowly and cautiously peeked out|
of an opening between the snow |

covered boughs. He looked this way.
He looked that way, He saw no
one. BStill, he didn't go out. He
did no more than poke his head
out, and sit perfectly still. look~
ing and listening.

Now 'in all the Green Forest
there are no better eyes than those
of Blacky the Orow., Blacky was
using them now as he long ago had
learned how to use them. He search~
ed through every neighboring tree.
He studied the snow-covered ground
under the trees. There seemed to
be no reason at all why he should
not start out to look for a break-
fast, & breakfast he so sorely need-
ed. Still he hesitated, and still he
didn’t know why.

Then suddenly he did know why.
he top of a tall ,dead stump of
a tree had moved. Stubs of trees
don’'t move, but the top of this
one had moved. Blacky knew what

STANHOPE W, M. S,

The regular meeting of Stan.
hope W. M. B. was held at the
home of Mrs, Ray Carr on Janu-
ary 21. The meeting opened by
singing hymn “Savior Like A
Shepherd Lead Us" which was fol-
lowed by the president leadl in

Mrs. Lawson led the

8ix members answere
call. A letter concerning books 1,
condueting meetings was reaq g
discussed. It was decided to have

d the pop

tanies of Worship and Praise
and & response by the members.

that meant. He knew that Hooty
the Great Horned Owl was perch-
ed on the very top of that stub and,
until he had moved his head,
he had looked to be a part of that
stub, .

Very, very, very slowly Blacky
withdrew his head until he was
once more fully hidden in his snug
retreat under the snow-covered
boughs of the big hemlock tree.

pening hymn to corres
roll call word: that is n;’::m m;{,'&
the roll will be answered with
verse of scripture containing woy,
“Faith” and the opening hyms
will be “My Faith Looks Up 7o
Thee”, following the Lord's Pray-
er will be repeated in unign
Singing of “Sun of My Soyn
brought the meeting to a clos,
Next meeting is to be held af
the home of Mrs. Lloyd Shay,
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Breakfast would have to wait.
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ENGINE POWER FOR ANY LOAD
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MOVE IT

"Here are the mightiest and most efficient engines éver
built into Mercury Trucks. All are specially designed
aénd built for long-lasting truck service by Ford of

anada.

The expanded range includes four completely new
Overhead-Valve V-8’s, Modern “short stroke” design
prolongs engine life—cuts friction loss. As a result,
Mercury engines develop up to 23% more useable power.
Here’s outstanding economy, too, for Mercury V-8's
have less cubic inch displacement than other engines,
and smaller displacement means lower gas consumption.
For you, this means top operating economy, less main-
tenance, better power-response with an engine that's
designed and built to master your hauling jobs.

MERCURY OFFERS OVER 125 MODELS, in 10 great series
—18 wheelbases—models from 4,000 to 40,000 lbs. G.V.W.
—safer, more comfortable “Driver-engineered’ cabs. Ad-
ditional models for ’54 include new Conventional, Cab
Forward, Parcel Delivery and School Bus Series, plus two
all-new Tandem Rear Axle Series. Whatever you haul, there's
a Mercury Truck built for your business!

Avutomatic Drive is available on M-100 series and the new
M-350 Parcel Delivery models, for ‘‘no-shift”’ driving all
day on multi-stop delivery routes.
See your Mercury Dealer. He's ready to show you how you
can make a good deal on a new Mercury Truck if you
act now.
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