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Cause For Concern

The fact that, because of publie
apathy, the testing and sampling of
the pollution in the waters of our
Charlottetown swimming areas has
been discontinued by our health of-
ficials, should give serious concern
to every citizen. We have taken our
bathing facilities so much for grant-

! od that we have failed to heed the
! warnings of the serious contamina-
¢ tion problem that confronts us—a

problem due to our own carelessness
in exercising the most elementary
precautions. Now it will eost money
—a lot of money—to get rid of the
eontamination and ensure better
eonditions in the future.

For five years the health officials
have been reporting their findings
and sounding their warnings with
regard to the contamination danger,
particularly in the areas of the
Charlottetown waterfront and River-
side Hospital beach. In other areas,
as at Brighton, Victoria Park and
York Point, the conditions range
from bad to gord according to vari-
shle wind conditions. Floating sew-
age around the Naval Barracks has
created a particular menace.

The problem of sewage treat-
ment is not going to be easy to
handle now, but undoubtedly it will
get worse if further neglected. We
can appreciate the frustration which
the health officials feel at our past
indifference, but we trust that they
will reconsider their decision to
leave us in the lurch now. That would
only plunge us into a deeper apathy.
What we need more than ever is
their continued urging and assis-
tance.

Their warnings now should be
enough to rouse ns—to shame us,
fndeed—into looking at the problem
squarely, and doing what we can to
remedy it without further loss of
time.

Birthday Reflections

Canada’s national birthday will
be observed this year with no andue
eomplacency. Problems of pressing
national concern have warned us
that we can no longer “lie at anchor
in the stream of time.” The stream
fe flowing swiftly, and we must set
our course against the unfavorable
eurrents, or be swept away. But
challenges were nothing new to our
pioneer forebears, or to their earlier
descehdants who built their colonial

| heritage into a Dominion stretching

from sea to sea. It would be surpris-
fng, in view of our stern history, if
we had developed into spineless and

people, incapable of meet-

| dependent
| fng the shocks of adversity that are

#s much a part of national growth
#s the occasional periods of calm
and relaxation.

1t i& the difficult, not the easy,

us that we are in for a period of
austerity. If we are to start living
within our means and producing
goods at prices that will sell on
world markets, we must tighten our
belts and be willing to work harder
at work that is genuinely produc-
tive. That is the substance of the
challenge confronting us; and hard
as it may seem after the utopian
dreams in which we were living dur-
ing the election campaign, it is sure-
ly nothing to entitle us to any crown
of martyrdom.

We have weathered far worse
storms in the past; and it is to be
hoped that tomorrow’s anniversary,
and its eivil observance on Monday,
will serve as an inspiring reminder
of this fact, and help us to realize
that, despite minor setbacks, we
are yet on the threshold of oppor-
tunities such £s the most optimistie
of us can scarcely picture.

Saskatchewan Crisis

July 1 is the deadline for im-
plementing Saskatchewan’s medical
care insurance act. Amendments to
the regulations were announced by
the Saskatchewan government on
Thursday, but did not budge the
province's doctors in refusing to
work under the legislation. Premier
Lioyd offered to make a public
documentary statement on propos-
als to allow doctors to practice out-
side the act and repeal or alter other
sections of it. The doctors maintain,
however, on legal advice, that these
proposals would have to be incor-
porated into the act to be accept-
able.

Last-minute plans are now being
made to serve the province's 920,-
000 citizens on an emergency-only
basis. The situation is fraught with
tension and hard feelings on both
gides, engendered by the long con-
troversy over this issue which could
leave the province in a serious
health sifuation indeed if the meas-
ure goes through and the doctors—
or the great majority of them—
adhere to the stand they have tak-
en.

A last ditch appeal has been
made by the Medical Association to
the Saskatchewan government
which may yet prove effective. It
is to defer implementation of the
act pending resumption of the dis-
cussions at an early date. (A “cool-
ing-off” period. as Prime Minister
Diefenbaker said in referring to his
decision not to have Parliament
summoned until the election cam-
paign feelings had subsided.)

Whether the Saskatchewan gov-
ernment will agree to this proposal
was not known at the time of writ-
ing, but it could be a face saving
gesture for both sides. Certainly the
problem is tco serious for either
side to think of anything but the
public interests that are at stake.
A doctors’ strike ix the last thing
Saskatchewan or any other province
can afford; the last thing, too, we
should think, that the medical pro-
fession there or elsewhere can con-
template without grave misgivings.

EDITORIAL NOTES
It is gratifying to note, on the
authority of Fisheries Minister Mac-
Lean, that, because of the slow start
of the season due to ice conditions,
the three lobster fishing seasons in
the Maritimes have been extended.
In the district which includes most
of Prince Edward Island the season

is being extended by six days

L . .

A person who Involuntarily comes
under the influence of a drug cannot
be convicted under the impaired
driving section of the Criminal Code,
according to a recent Supreme Court
of Canada rulicg. The court dismiss-
od an appeal of the Onario Attorney-
General againet an Ontario Appeal
Court judgment quashing the convie-
tion of a motorist while his ability
was impairied by a drug given by a
dentist.

. . .

The Health League of Canada has
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of the press?

openly and without fear.
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dictatorships which have darkened the twentieth

is safe with anything less than this.

its staff understand it.

is meant by that familiar phrase, ‘freedom
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Nishers. It is rather a phase of a much larger freedom — the freedom of all men

The press claims no right which

the record of the totalitarian
century. Rigid control of all
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ments or by private interests, to restrict the essential freedom of the press. A
free people must stand on guard not only against direct censorship but also

encroachments. Nominal freedom is not enough. The only
truly free press is one which can record the news faithfully and comment on it
frankly without fear of direct or indirect punishment. Neither the press nor the

nm,dm.mm That of a free newspaper is to
be truly free. it must be thorough. accurate and unbiased in its reporting, sincere
and thoughtful n its editorials, and resistant to all outside pressure. It must be
both cautious and bold—cautious until it knows all the facts, bold when it is
sure of its ground. It must, above all, be inspired by devotion to the public wel-

2 newspaper is worthy of the privileges which the free peoples of
the world have traditionally granted to their press. Such a newspaper is also the
best guardian of the liberties of the people.
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STARTED 60 YEARS AGO

The Saga Of The Panama Canal

Only a generation ago, the
name Goethals was as well
known as that of John Glenn to-
day.

George Washington Goethals 1
all but forgotten now. But he
was the bronzed, broad - shoul-
dered Army engineer whose
iron will bulldozed the Panama
Canal to completion in 1914.

His battles against mountains,
mud, mosquitoes, and armehair
meddlers were as anxiously
watched by the public and press
as today's space _efforts
Cape Canaveral. National pride
was at_stake

Building the Panama Ca
still ranks as one of the worl
foremost engineering feats. Two
French companies had tried —
and failed

WORK AUTHORIZED

It was just 60 years ago
(June 28, 1902) when Congress
gave President Theodore Roose-
velt broad powers to buy _the
French concession in the Isth-
mus and dig a waterway linking
the Atlantic to the Pacific.

The need had become mani-

an urgent,
dash from the Pacific around
Cape Horn to join the Atlantic
fleet

In November, 1904, the first
American steam shovel bit into
Panama earth, Thus began ten
years of blood, toll, sweat, and

tears.

John (Big Smoke) Stevens, a
civilian who preceded Colonel
Goethals as chief engineer, bril-
liantly laid the groundwork for
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National Geographic News Bulletin

a neighbor whose porch was em
barrassingly bare except for
three wicker chairs.

Foibles aside, Americans got
on with the job. The danger of

landslides in the infamous Cul- | s

ebra Cut hung over them like
the sword of Damocles

When a particularly heavy
slide wiped out the work of
months, hardened men leaned
on their shovels and cried. Ask-
ed by them what to do, Goeth-
als calmly lit a cigarette and

id, “Why, dig it out again."
His snow-white hair thatched
the mind of a benevolent despot
| Goethals listened to the almost
trivial complaints, but no one
looked forward to his inspec-
tions in a yellow rail car, aptly
called the “Yellow Peril.”
The whole world watched the
digging of the Big Ditch. No-
where had man used so much

eoncrete, built a bigger artific- |
Wi

ial lake, or a larger earth dam.

Panama was the supreme test
of American know-how.

“To go to Culebra,
lish observer wrote,

swarm-
ed over the Canal Zone as if it
were a world’s fair. The Nation-
al Geographic, which awarded
a Special Gold Medal to Goeth-
als, document the canal's
progress with 20 different artic-

les.
RUMOR CAUSED FUROR

A greenhorn newspaperman,
eager but misinformed, sent the
Nation into shock in 1908 when

| U.S. Nuclear fgéts

By Harold

Morrison
Canadian Press Staff Writer

| Although the United states
| has failed in both its attempts
to fire a high-altitude nuclear
shot over the mid-Pacific, an
‘lnﬁvrlnlm says this phase of
U.S. muclear testing is highly
| important and the US. won't |
give up. Another attempt, he
il be announced soon.
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an effective defence against
intercontinental ballistics mis-

siles.
One U.S. theory holds that the
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OUR YESTERDAYS

(From the Guardian Files)
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District Signals, RCCS
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fact that any possible Canad-
| fan route, crossing the Rock-
fes, was a lot different and
difficult than any
in use in the U.S.
| _ In the end, though, I never
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the route look now, tlylg at

30,000 feet in a pressurized,
100-passenger plane.

Since then, of course, Ive

in , the Bahamas, Jam-
aica and Trinidad, so I've kept
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