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From Dicken’s Household Words,

formation upon the
socicty in that empire. The book
ideas Tamilia

value Is equal to its interest.
read it we lay it down, and here make note of
86me ol the impressions it has loft upon us.

Unless, from one who has been for a long
time an English resident, and who can_ speak
without passion, it is not easy to got
views of the internal state of Russia. Despoti
has cswblished there so strict a censorship,
that oven the Russian scholar only learns as
much of his own country as the emperor shall
please, and a learned traveller assured our
countrywoman that, of an account written by
him of his journeys in the north of Asia, only
those paris were allowed to be published
wherein_nothi a8 d tending to expose
the desolution of the land. The regions of the
barren north were no more to be confessed
than o defeat in arms. The great historian of
Russia—XKaramsin—was obliged to read his

208 to the emperor beforo he was allowed to
ublish th Not only a certain class of
facts, but also a certain class of thoughts, are
rigidly kept from the public mind.

ne of the best living Russian authors com-

Enincd to the Englishwoman that all those

E=

ris of his works that he valued most had

en cut out by the censor. He wrote a play
containing, as he thought, some admirable
speeches ; it came back to him from the censor’s
office with every one of them erased, and only
the light conversation left as fit for the amusc-
ment of the public. Shakespeare is honoured
greatly by the trading class, and translations
of King Loar and Hamlet are frequently per-
formod’; but all those of Shakespeare’s” plays
wifich contain sentiments of liberty, such as
Julius Ciosar, are oxeluded hy the censor. A
Russian writer wished to_produce a play, on
sowe subject in English history; upon which
he consulted with our countrywoman. Every
topic was found dangerous. The story of
Elfrida, daughter of the Farl of Devonshire,
was suggested. The Russian shook his head.
It would not be allowed < Why not? It is
a legend of a thousand years ago.”— Why,
they would never let Elfrida’s husband cheat
the king."—¢ But he was nota Czar.”—No
matter. The act is the same, and the pos:
bility of a crowned head’s being deceived would
never be admitted by tho Czar.”

The Czar of Russia })rnclimlly stands before
the grenter number of the subjects as a_little
more than God. * The Czar is near,—God is
fur off,” is u common Russian saying. * God
and the Czar know it,’ is the Russian for our
+ Heaven knows!” A gentleman_describing
one evening the emperor's reception on the
route to Moscow, said, * [ assure you, it was

eatifying in the extreme; for the peasants
Knelt as o passed, just as if it were tho
Almighty himself.”  And who shall contradict
this deity! Our countrywoman was once at
the opera when the emperor was graciously
disposed to applaud Madame Castellan by the
clapping of Lis hands. Tmmediately some ouo
hissed.  ile his applause j—the hiss
was repented. s majesty stood up—Ilooked
round the house with dignity—and,
third time, golemnly clapped The
biss followed again. Th tremendous scufile
over-ead.  The police had caught the impious
offender.—An example of another kind was
made by o young lady whose brother was killed
at Kalafat, and who, on receiving news of his
death, smiled, and said, “ She was rejoiced to
hear it, as he had died for the emperor.’
Imperial munificence rewarded her with a
splendid dowry, and the assurance that her
l{turu fortune should be cared for.

Thero is need now to encournge a show of
patriotism. Tho Englishwoman™ who, on her
return, found London streets as full of peace
as when she quitted them ;—had left St. Poters-
burgh wearing a far different aspect. Long
lines of cannon and ammunition-waggons
drawn up here and there; parks of artllery
continually dragged about ; ontworks being con-
strcted ; regiments marching in and out; whole
ubmitting to inspection and departing on
their mission, told of the deadly stru, to which
the Czar's ambition had committed . There
was no hour in which wretched recruits might
not be seen tramping in wearily by hundreds and

by thousands, to receive the emperor’s approval.
Tt is hard for us in this country to conceive the
ions  which

misery attending the terrible conseri i

laguo the subjecs of the Russian empire.
Eles t recruits, hardly a young man is to be
secn in any of the villages; the pm‘m-d- are
being all mended by women aud girls. Men
taken from their homes and families leave behind,
among tha women, broken ties and the foundation
of a ¢-eadful mass of vice and immortality. Itis
fearful onough under ordinary circumstences,
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c Uil lately the lower
classes were always convinced that the emperor's
y | tro0ps were iuvincible ; but it seems, by what she
2| said, that even they have got to know something
A foreigner in St. Petersburgh
informed me that he had * gone to see the recruits
that morning, but there did not seem to be mueh
patrioticm among them: therc vas nothing but
subs and tears 1o be seen among those who were
pronounced fit for service, whilst the rejected
and

onies were frantic with delight, and bowe

crossed themselves
Reviews were being h

almost

he was sending to the slaughter.

¢ Hold your head up! " he exclaimed angrily.
“ Why do you look so miserable? There is
i There is
to cause him to be so, we are very

to cause you to be so?

osed to think.

o

But we did not mean to tell about the war.
The vast empire over which the Czar has rule is
haif civilised—it would be almost more
correct to say—in an uncivilised state. Great

the immediate vi

the greatest gratitude.”
y when the
Englishwoman leit, and she was told that, on
one oceasion, when reviewing troops destined for
the South, the emperor was struck with the
forlorn and_ dejected air of the poor sheep whom

ty of these towns, there are
no roads at all in Russia that are roads in any
‘The post-roads of the empire are
clearings through wood, with boughs of trees
laid here and there, tracks over steppes and
There is everywhere the
grandeur of nature; but it is the grandeur of its
A few huts surround government post
nd small brick houses at intervals of
fificen or twenty miles along the routes are the |

halting places of gangs destined for Siberia.

igw
with elegant
dwelling:

number of churckes and mona
and cupolas, green gilt,
with

ment echool and a post-office; a
and a great number of huts—cons
provincial town, and the

very much deceived

ow.

that appear so m:

of inficitely greater works, the
allied closely 1o the barbarous.
constructed at enormous
foundations of St. Peters!

the work,
onl

more than skin-deep.

Onl
in

i

e rest oil glimmers.

officials.

the native Russian sho,
in a central bazaar, Gostinoi Dwor.

over their doors; and in
strives to cheat
shop in St. Petersburg contal
use of the customers.
Englishwoman, * hold
Russia as clocks do in England.
is valuable ; with them appearance.

not though it be mainly false appeara:co. y
even paint their faces. The lower classes ol
women use a great deal of white paint
res alike healih
ying his court to a giri gencrally
resents her with a box of red and white paint to
improve her looks ; and in the upper classes

contains mereury, it i
A young man

ladies are often to be seen by onc
they arrive at a house,

e principle.
lise Russia by a coup de m:

0 cit

shown at St. Petersburg alorz 1

women march unveiled botw 1

to accustom them to go unveilcu.

is not 10 be introduced into a &

ﬁ""' Lo "(" ;I:"bl:::ﬁ ‘:: - ¢ d for| for which tho day may ¢ when
useiun ein) . Jabouring to stand for Whi nay comg whe

T toraible e,

uts, many of them no better th
of Red Indians, some of them adorned
wood tracery, a line of such
nd commonly also a row of willows
by the wayside, indicate a Russian village. A

with domes
or dark blue, studded
surmounted each by a

k
crifice of life.
g were laid by levies
of men who perished by hundreds of thousands in

One hundred thousand died of famine

Wit

rrounding  wastes or
forests shut it in. T'he rapid traveller who fellows
one of the two good lines of road, and sees only
n civilisation, may be
Yet even here he is
The great buildings
ve are of stuccoed brick, and
even the massive grandeur of the quays, like that
ramids, is
were
The

hey

y.
‘['he civilisation of the Russian eapital is not
One may ece this any day
"The pavements are abominable.

h gas ;
re the

nother,

v
he made
 ~oldicry
civilisation

d, as it
d skin.

iine the

few directions even strives te

on Ry

The elements of civi
copious_language, soft
being effeminate, aud a
would become 'a
government.  Their
by ignorance and fe

stained chiefly
‘T'he best cluss of Rus-
who are not tempted by
that in ais almost
alth—are boundlessly hos-
amiable almost beyond the
n of
being insincere. ‘They are humane (o their serfs;
and although class suffers in Russia troubles
that surpass those of the negro slaves, it is not
from the proper gentlemen and ladies of ihe
country that this suffering direetly comes. W hen
the noble proprietor himself lives in the white
house that peeps from among trees, by side
with the gilt dome of its chureh, t laves on
the estate are reasonably happy. It is not true
thata Russian gentleman is frequently intoxicated.
A Russian lady never is so. Of the government
functionaries, who form a large class of the
factitious nobility and gentry of the empire, no
good is to be said : they ure tempted to pillage
and extortion under a system that all radiates
from a great centre of deccit. Ostenation is the
rule. A post-master, a colonel in rank, receiving
forty pounds a year and witliout private estate,
is to be scen keeping a car four horses, two

pitable, kindly,
borders of sincerity, but not with the d

navigable ri roll useless through extensive riage,

wilds. Except the excellent roads that connect | footmen, and a coachman. s wife goes ex-
St. Petersburg with Moscow and with Warsaw, | travagantly dressed : she has two or three children,
and a few fragms of 1oad serving as drives in |a maid and a cook to keep ; but she can afford 10

pay a costly visit every scason to the eapital
Thi

racter of thousands upon th
Russia what it is,—a land
aud lying.
master, the
mode of operatio Jout 1o pay
to St Petersburg, but wanted money
expedient was to send an cnormous order
iron, for the use of nment, to arich iron-
master in the town. The iron-master know that
gold, not iron, was the metal wanted s and
dared not expose himself to the anger of &
ment official, he was glul 1o compromi
matter by the payment of and sum of
roubles as a fine for defavit in exeewtion of the
order. 'The habil

s system of false pretension ruins the cla-
ands.

It makes of
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abit of ostentation—barharous in
itself, which destroys the usefuluess and ecredit
of the employes of government—tempts the poor
nobles also to a forfeiture of their own honour
and sell-respect.

It runs into everything. Iiven in the most
cultivated classes, few Russians who have not
gone out of Russia for their knowledge are
really well-informed.  They have learnt two_or
three modern langunges, and litile else. Yet
they cultivate a tact in conversing with an air of
wisdom upon topics about which they are almost
wholly uninformed, and after an hour’s sustain-
ment of a false assumption, show perhaps, by
some senseless question, that they cannot have
understood properly a syllable upon the points
under discussion. ‘Their emptiness of mind is a
political institution. # If three Russians talk
together, one is a spy nds with them as a
social proverb. They orbidden to express

from 1

0 1o common
vits of
aetresses, the jests of last faree o

comedy, or the stute of the opera
place, by-the-by, as W
and Massaniello aro peiformed with new libretti,
from which all taint of a love of liberty has been
expunged. Fecling the weakness of all this, an
ina great many cases secretly resenting it, the
men shrug their ehoulders and say, ** What would
vou have! Wo must play cards and talk of the
odd trick.”  While " our countrywoman was
staying with a friendly Russian lady, an old
gentieman called to borrow a few roubles, got
them, and departed. *¢ Ah, poor man,”” said the
lady, when he was gone, * think how unfortunate
hie has been. o once possessed fourtcen thousand
ea, and he has lost them all at cards.”” The
f h visitor ressed regret that a man of
his_ years prey of such a vice.
“How old do you 1! m?? was then asked.
tile least” “Sixty! Hois past
s his eyebrows,
i look younger.”
s have litde 1o do but read
ols (which the censorship
), dress and undress, talk
slander, and erit the dresses of themselves
and one another.  Their elaves do all that might
usefully occupy their houds, and they are left to
idleness ; which results in a horrible amount of |
immorality.  The trading classes and officials
talk almost evelusively of money. The enslaved
peasants, bonnd to the eoil, eonte on thay
are not mich heaten, siny over 1
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At present, that day seems to be very distant,
The ignorant houze slaves, like the negro
holding the sa lsewhere, are treated

h ina heusehold w
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Ie was told one day that

vext ho let anything fall be would be pur

On the day following be dropped the fish-!
2 fish at the boginning of

hed.
dle in
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ed doletull;
blows would I
in the ecorner!

it iguorance is lamentable.

uider better| A Russian gentleman  returned from abroad,

where he had seen better things, determined to
devote his life and fortune to the enlightenment
of kis peasantry. Their priest taught them that
he stroying ancient custome, and that his
desizn was t subvert the religion of their fore-
fathers.  * The consequence was that the slaves
formed a conspiracy against him, and shot him
one evening as he was reading a book in his own
sitting-roum."

(To bo continued.)

Gun Corron.—It is said that this pow-
erful agentis about to be made serviceable
in the Fastern war, and guns adapted to its
use are now in process of manufacture for
the Austrian Government. A letter from
Vienna has the following :—

““Thirty-two of the new guns (four bat-
teries) to be used with gun cotton are
already finished, and it is believed that 168
more (16 batteries) are extremely reserved

just at present, but still it has transpired

that only twelve-pounders will in future be
cast, ‘as they need not be hea in metal
than the old six-pounder—if gun cotton is
used—and almost all the Russian field bat=
teries are composed of twelve-pounders.”
The experiments with gun cotton still con-

d tinue, and one result is too remarkable not

to be mentioned: A 12-Ib. ball was fired
from a gun charged with powder at some
thick boards prepared for the purpose, and
another ball of the same weight was fired
from one of the new guns charged with gun
cotton: ‘although the new gun was 160
yards farther from the target than the old
one, the hole made by the shot of the former
was well defined and clean, while the orifice
made by the latter was jagged and splintery.””

How Aper~eruy Gor Marrien.—Iave
I mentioned the recent death of the widow
of the late John Abernethy, the great sur-
geon? She was well on to eighty. There
is a story of the way in which Abernethy
got this woman to marry him. Once up-
on a time he went to church, and was shown
into a pew where there were two ladies.
He had no prayer-book, and the lady hand-
ed him one. They walked out of the pew
together, and found, at the porch, that it
was raining heavily. Abernethy offered to

Y| take them home in his carriage, which wag

waiting. They had some chat, in the course
of which it came out that they were mother
and daughter, not very well off, and widow
and daughter of an officer in the army.
Abernethy sat them down at their humble
lling. As he stood at their table he
ded his card to the davghter, and said:
Young lady, L am Mr. Abernethy, the
1 have never married, for I ne-
spare the time. 1 should like to
If you would simply write me
» on Tuesday, saying whether you will
have me, I shall call the next day and take
you to church.” He could only spare
fifteen minutes in the house; and, when he
came out, was the accepted of a_very pret
ty woman. They were warried on Tucs-
day, and he drove home with her to the
stately mansion, of which she thus became
the mistress.  ““ My dear,” said he, afler
he had introduced her to some of his friends
assembled to receive her, ‘“you must ex-
cuse me until 3 o’clock, for I have to give
my lecture at Bartholomew’s Hospital,
which I cannot omit on any account.”
They were a very happy couple; and when
,\bernclhr ied, in 1831, his widow came
in for all his wealth, estimated at something
like £100,000.

Intelligence from Persia is unfa
Russian infl at Teheran pred
The English ambassador and M. Bourre
were about to present an ultimatum to the
Shah, demanding an auxiliary corps of
thirty thousand men.

Queen Elizabeth, when she visited Wor-

sster, borrowed 2001 of the Corporation,
which still stands as & ** bad debt” on the
town books,

vourable.




