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is smiling especially at me.

Stalin Name Is Erased
In Youth Appreciation

EDS: Note; this is the
third In a series of five ar-
ticles by a U.S. newspaper
man-tourist who recently
spent three weeks in Russia

By DON DEDERA

Arizona Republic Columnist

(Distributed

by The Associated Press)
KHARKOV, Soviet Union—
‘We thank our nation for our

Wappy childhood,” read the tran-
slation of a red sign over an |
outdoor stage of A kindergarten
near the city's indusirial centre.

A few years ago the same |
sign read: “We thank Stalin for
our happy childhood.”

Next year there may he an-
other name on the sign, but the |
moppets of the Soviet Union will |
live on in gratitude toward
whatever symhol is sclected by
the Communis( party.

Our Intourist guide suggested
we visit the kindergarien, A |
ministry of education project
for children of workers of the |
Kharkov fractor plant. The di-
rector is an altogether pleasant
grandmother named Fera Mois-
leyeva

“We begin educating our
children as soon as they are
thle to learn,” said Fera

ROARDED DURING WEEK
The 300 children of the kinder-
garten are hoarded during the
week and some go home for
weekends.
“Our program gives proper
rest and re B

inued. “In winter the children
vleep in good protection, and
hey exercise in ultra - violet
fzzht

“Our children are from three
1o seven in age. A typical sched-
ule for an older child would be
Up at seven, gymnastics unfil
sight, then breakfast, then a
lesson in music or some other
art, followed hy a walk in the
stdoors, and then return for
dinner. A hath. and then sleep
for two hours. Up at 3:15 for
tea. some amusing play such a
dolls or theatre. Seven o'clock
wupper, and to bed by eight

“Parents pay as they can
Some children are boarded free

“Now the children have pre-
pared a show for you."

We were sealed around a
wandy rectangle with a stage
On the stage was a large por
rait of Lenin

The hright - eyed childrer
marched on pudgy legs to their
chairs, single file, by squads.
POEM TO LENIN

A girl of seven strode to the
eentre of the stage and recited

“Once T hecame lost in the
forest, and T became cold. and
the darkness fell, and T was
afraid that 1 would die,
ecomrade Lenin found me
made me warm and showed me
the way to safety.”

The girl smartly faced right
and marched to her seat

With gusto, the children sang

to piano accompaniment:
On the stage is a portral
1t is of Com:
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After the last Lenin poem was  ares and even on
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dormitories and dining rooms,
also guarded by pictures of

soup, kvass, dark bread and
corn bread with sour cream.

for our childver,” she said.
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