Joe's Third And Last Tour:
Criminals Against The RCMP

The halcyon days of summer
were almost over on beautiful
prince Edward Island. The tourist
season had nearly ended. The de-

d foliage which fest the
roadsides and farm line-fences was
Imperceptibly turning to the “seer
and yellow” which later changes
o ¢ n and vermillion produc-
ing the riot of color which beaut-
ifies the *“‘Garden of the Gulf*.
Brackley Beach Hotel and several
othér resorts on the North Shore
had closed their doors for the sea-
son of 1945.

Such a peaceful rural scene and
almost deserted hotels and cabins
would seem like an ideal haven
for fugitives from the law. A car
with a Quebec license plate, carry-
ing two young men and a woman
approached Brackley Beach Hotel
on Friday, September 7, 1945, and
its occupants applied for admiss-
fon. The car was orientated by a
placard on the frost with the le-
gend, “JOE ON THIRD TOUR”.
The hotel was closed for the sea-
son, and they were advised that
there was a tourist home open at
Cavendish, a few miles away, op-
erated by Mrs. A.

In a comparatively short time
the trio was looking for a cabin
at Cavendish. They greeted Mrs.
A. with gmiles and announced with
gusto. “We're going to bhe your
Btar Boarders”. Mrs. A could give
them rooms in her house, but they
preferred {0 await the return from
the city of Reverend Mr. C. who
had cabins nearby. The three trav-
ellers must have breathed easier
as they lolled on the Minister’s
lawn until he returned late in the
afternoon. From him they rented a
double cabin and registered as
“Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Jenson, Hal-
ifax, N.§8., and John Charles Kerr
of Hamilton, Ontario’” Mrs. A,
agreed to serve them meals in her
dining room.

PHONEY URBANITY
" Their phoney urbanity end ap-
parent friendiiness charmed all
with whom they came in contact,
excepting Mrs. A Perhaps they
sensed that Mrs. A suspected
them, and Kerr was detailed to
watch her. He continually dogged
her footsteps. He even found an
excuse to accompany her when she
went to her brother’s nearby farm
to milk her cow morning and eve-
ning. Monday evening she had oc-
casion to go to nearby Rustico vil-
lage for groceries. Kerr was there
almost as soon as she on the ex
cuse of buying a package of en-
velopes. They tried to horrow Mrs,
A’s radio to take to their cabin,
but she had a plausihle reason for
not acceding to their request,
Kerr appeared puerile, unsophis-
ticated, while Jenson, though youn-
er, and no doubt more steeped
n the ways of iniquity and crime
appeared older. Kerr was manif-
estly a *‘cat’s paw’’ for the young-
er but more case hardened crim-
ifal Jenson. Eileen Jenson was a
genuine blond-scintillating but the
extremely dark colored glasses
made her general appearance as
one of the dime-a-dozen run-of-the
mill variety, Her alternate moods
of despondency and near hysteria
aroused suspicion. She was report
ed to be a short time pregnant,
and she seemed utterly . confused
in mind, so much so that she had
te leave the table four times dur-
ing one meal. On several occasions
the sound of a woman weeping
was heard in their cabin. They
vlayed golf with Rev. Mr. ¢, and
became g0 chummy with him that
they presented him with an' ex.
pensive cigarette lighter.. They as.
sociated quite freely with neighs
boring farmers and villagers, but
Mrs, A noticed that they ook pains
to perk their car behind a2 long
shed which effectually hid it from
the view of passersby on the main
highway,

SOUGHT RECREATION

They made friends too with the
waitress Jernie K. who was vivac
fous amd comely. They socon tired
o! the 4uiet life of & near-deserted
summer’ resort, and on Saturday
night invited Jennie to accompany
them to a Town twenty miles dis-
tant, Here they bought her a beaut-
ful dress and a coat which was
eft in the store for alterations.
They visited a dance hall but did
rot stay long. Mrs. 'A. was becom-
Ing more suspicious of her charm-
ing guests, end would not allow
Jennie to accompany them any
more. It is surmised that they
planned to gain Jennie’s confid-
ence and take her with them when
they started another tour, thinking
that she would be a fitting dis-
guise for the hunted party of three.

Kerr seemed to be lonely and
restless, and spent much time at
Mrs, A’s. One night he forgot mom-
entarilly that he was “Jack”, and
when someone addressed him as
Mr. Kerr he said, call me “Walt-
er’’, and henceforth he was called
‘“Walter’” by the members of the
household. Time hung. heavily on
our visitors hands, and when “Wal-
ter” asked, “Whats to do arouhd
here?”’ he was told about the forth-
coming harness horse races to be
held at nearby Covehead, and Mrs.
A. was able to give them some
tips on the horses to bet on in the
D tuel, as her husband was
2 ftrainer in one of the stables.
They made plans to go to the
races and invited Mrs. A. to come
along. She declined this invitation.

GROWING SUSPICION
Mrs. A. was always n-rliwm
interested in news reports on
robberies as her brother was man-
read such ne

ghe
‘and  liste

ea

. such radio announcements,
Tuesday forenoon Jennie. turned on
the radio and lo and behold al-
most instantly came the announce-
ment abeut the two etcaped
robber desparadoes, seem in S\lo-
bec, travelling east toward Néw
Brutswick. Like an electric shock
Mre. ‘A, was struck by the sim-
ilatity between her guests and the
wanted criminals, nétwithstanding
the fact that the place where they

aper items |
eagerly to

were last seen was over five hund- g

réd miles from Cavendish, Prince
- Edward Island

* The radio news did ot register
8t all_with. the. Night-eatted care«
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icated would he sure to “‘spill the
beans”,

Mrs. A. had to talk to someone
so she confided in Arthur Brown,
an officer of the R.C.A.F, Station,
Summerside, P.E.I. who was also
one of her guests, She entertained
the idea after her “star boarders”
had been there two days, that in
the interests of law protection their
activities should be investigated,
Now she was quite positive, but
who to trust? She decided to go
to Rev, Mr. C., but before she
reached his home she met him in
the act of taking a radio to his
friendly tenants. She got in his
car and told her story. He was
horrified at the suggestion that
such nice young people could do
anything but on the level. He
thought it would be an awful faux-
pas to inform on innocent people,
and would spoil their own prestige
in the tourist business. After con-
siderable talking Mrs. A. prevail-
ed on him to take Arthur Brown
to the R.C.M.P. Headquarters at
Charlottetown to inform them of
her suspicions and also of the sus-
pects’ intention to attend the races
at Covehead-one of the many rac-
":; ovals of the “Kentucky of Can-
ada”.

NABBED BY R.CM.P,

R.C.M.P. Constables Warner and
Keefe were dispatched to question
the mysterious trio. They had no
trouble spotting their quarry in the
large gathering and accosted them
as they were going through the
exit before the last “heat” was
called. As their answers and reg-
isteration cards were not satisfact-
ory they were told that they were
to accompany the officers to the
Charlottetéwn barracks (R.C.M.P,
Headquarters) for further question-
ing. Constable Warner got into the
Quebec car with Jenson (Lauzén)
and the Blonde Fileen. Constable
Keefe followed with Kerr (Keresky)
in the police car. After going a
couple of miles on the ¢lay road
Lauzon was doing ninety miles an
hour,

The car went into the ditch on
a slight curve and ran about sev-
enty-five yards before striking
something solid, and the woman
struck her head so hard against
the windshield that she was temp-
orally knocked out, Warner tried
to bring her back to consciousness.
She “‘came to”’ quickly. Warner
then backed out of the car, and
turning towards Lauzon looked into
the muzzle of a 38 revolver.

Constable Keefe and Keresky
were with them in a moment. Ker-
esky instantly drew his revolver,
and the Mounties, it seemed were
powerless’ Both Mounties were ord.
ered to lie flat on their faces, but
both ignored the order and started
their own lir of talk.

DRAMATIC MOMENT

It was a dramatic battle of wit
and nerve. Warner rushed Lauzon,
who pulled the trigger four times.
Four useless clicks was all the sat-
isfaction he got. The gun was a
rim fire affair and the cartridges
were the centre fire kind. Warner
quickly put a hard left hook and
a right cross on Lauzon and knock-
ed the gun from his hand. When
he came to properly he howled for
mercy. He was a conquering hero
while he had 2 gun, but without
it a crawling craven.

Keresky had his gun aimed, but
for an instant hesitated to shoot.
He was so surprised and startled
at Lauzons defeat that his nerve
began to fail. In the moment of
hesitation Warner had grabbed the
limp and beaten Lauzon and held
him up between himself and Ker-
esky as & shield,

The officers kept talking to Ker-
esky,. telling him among other
things that he might be able to
kill one policeman, but he would
never be able to get off this Ts.
land, and would most certainly
hang by the neck “until dead’.
Keefe was edging closer to him
all the while and Warner shouted
to Keefe to rush him saying, “his
gun isn't loaded’, “Isn’t it?” said
|Xerésky, and a revolver slug whiz-
2ed between the two comstables.
Lauzon shouted to Keresky, “Shoot
the B—through the head”, Warner
told him that if he opened his
mouth again that he would *beat
him to death with his fists™”, This
threat had the desired effect.

Keefe was edging closer to Ket
esky who began to quake. His
bravado fading away his hand gét
so shaky that he could mot héld
the gun and it dropped to the
ground.

GRIM STRUGGLES

Warner had taken finstant ad-
vantage of the chance to retrieve
Lauzon's gun which had rolled ér
Bad been thrown out of his reach.
Keefe grabbed Keresky's gun, The
life and death struggle was over.
It was a mitaculous victory of
two young Mounties, armed with

hnl?'thlng but their great physical ab-

jility and superb courage, over two
desperate thugs armed with lethal
weapons,
On the way to Police headquart.
ers in Charlottetown Lauzon “sang’
what wag to him a sweet refrain,
He took great pleasute in recount-
ing hig Bank holdups and otheér
desperado exploits. At Police Head:
[Quarters it was positively establish.
At Mr. and Mrs, Jensen of
[Hallfax were in reality Ulysses

oOn |Lauzon and his wife Rileen (Cor-

nell) g.lumn. of Windsor, Ontario,
and that Walter Kerr was Walter
Keresky, also 6f Windsor, Ontario
e story was that Lauzon’s wife
Wwas the only person who ednld pos-
itively 1déntify him ae the “kev"
man in a Bank robbery at Mont-
real, that he cultivated her ac.
quaintance and threw such & mes.
meric spell over her that she
was persuaded to marry him and
4 partner in his intended ear-
eer of crime, expecting easy liv-
ing, glamorous clothes, and all that
g« with the life of a dilettante.
eir national registration certific-
ates were forged, their names and
addresses were fictiejous.,
When searched Lauzon and

possession. Lauzon's avowed intent.
ion was to shoot both constables,
put their bodies in the stolen car,
and head for the mainland. He
planned to throw their bodies over-
board while the Ferry crossed
Northumberland Strait. In their
cabin at Cavendish eight $500
bonds were found and subsequently
identified as loot from a bank rob-
bery in Ontario. The woman in the
case saucily objected with abund-
ant profanity"when the “‘search her
person” order was given, but a
Red Cross Nurse was put on the
job and quite an amount of cash
was salvaged from her shoes and
hidden resources of her lingerie.
More money was retrieved from
the borrowed radio and under a
mattress. The car in which they
had been travelling had been stol-
en in Quebec City on August 3lst,
and they had substituted New Brun-
swick license plates, als6 stolen,
while Michigan and Quebec plates
were found in the car.

Keresky, Lauzon and Eileen were
taken to Quebec before Judge A,
Geron and charged with theft of
a motor car. They pleaded guilty
and were each sentenced to one
year in gaol with hard labor

Lauzon apparently took vride in
voluntarilly explaining how he and
Peltier, & former partner, had
made their getaway from the Wat-
erloo County Jail, which up to that
time had been considered escape-
proof. He had secreted four small
saws on his person which the
guards failed to find when they
“frisked” him. With a pal singing
in the adjoining cell to drown the
noise he sawed through the bars,
filling the slits with soap as he
progressed. He fasioned a thirty
foot rope from torn blankets, and
made a hook from a spring of his
cot, to scale an eighteen foot wall.
He has cased the wall when he
was taken t6 do his time.

STAFF SENTENCES

But the trail in Quebec was only
a starter. On Nov. 19, 1945, Lauz-
on, Peltier, and Keresky came be-
fore County -Magistrate J.B. Gar-
vin, with Deputy-Attorney General
of Ontario, C.L. Snyder as pro-
secuting attorney. Lauzon and Pel-
tier were charged jointly with on
three separate charges of ‘‘robbery
while armed” viz.; (1) Canadian
Bank of Commerce at Syr, Ontario,
May 9th, 1945, Total haul was
$53,700. in bonds and $19,600. cash-
up to that time the biggest Bank
robbery in Canadian Banking His-
tory, (2) Canadian Bank of Com-
merce, Port Perry, Ontario. The
“swag” in this case was a picay-
unish $2,832, (3) Royal Bank of
Canada in Bath, Ontario. The “take
home” in this exploit was $300.000
in bonds and securities and $11,-
000. in cash, thereby beating their
previously established record in
Canadien criminal history,

They were also charged with es-

caping lawful custody at Kitchener
on July 19, 1945 Both pleaded guil-
ty to all charges, and each was
sentenced to twelve years on the
first charge, eight years on the
second charge, and twelve years
on the third and three years on
the fourth,.a total of thirty five
years,
Meanwhile Peltier was at large.
He had made another venture in
his chosen profession and was shot
in the back by a fighting Montreal
bank teller. His spinal cord was
almost severed, making him a par-
aplegic for the rest of his life. The
way of the transgressor is hard.
He had to be wheeled into court
on a stretcher. His sentence tot-
alled forty five years. Keresky's
total amounted to fifteen years,

LAUZON'S FATE

All terms were to have been ser-
ved in Kingston Penitentiary.
Lauzon escaped agein and enjoy-
ed a “‘Hell-on-earth” state of free-
do:-. His body was found some
time afterwards floating on the
Missigsippi river and was positiv-

OTTAWA (CP) — Lawyers and
chartered accountants today asked
the federal government to allow
! exemptions to all
Canadians for pension fund con-
tributions. |

In a brief "asking more than 30

ely identified. Some of his quon-
dam partners had evidently “done
him in”. The master strategist had
created a Frankenstein which lig-
uidated him.

Mrs. Lauzon, the sadly disftlus-
ioned blonde, was released from
custody on November 5, 1945. The
holding charges against her were
withdrawn. The law authorities
considered that she had suffered
sufficient mental agony and vexa-
tione of spirit, and turned her loose

Seek Exemptions For All
Pension Fund Contributions

changes in tax statutes, they asked
that exemptions now granted em-
ployees of firms with approved
pension plans be extended to the
self-employed and those working

for firmsg yvithout such plans.
The joint submission of the

Canadian Institute of Chartered

Accountaats and the Canadian Bar
Association was directed to Fi-
nance Minister Harris and Rev-
ENUE Minister McCann. It is pne
of many being received as Mr.

Harris prepares his 1956-57 budget.

The brief asked that income .tax
deductibility be allowed all legiti-
mate business expenses. These are
confined now to expenses directly
incurred in producing income.

asmec me finclusion of legal and
other expenses of succezsful tax-
ation appeals; the costs of obtain-
ing capital loans (on which only
interest now is deductible), and
expenses incurred in reducing the
cost of sales.

It proposed the estsblish it of
a special board of appeal to deal
with taxation wmatters involving
inter - corporate transactions and
mergers. It said the tax law now
prevents abuses in the withdrawal
of surpluses through tax-free divi-
dends but goes so far as to impose
a tax penalty on normal business
transactions.

Authority should be given in the
corporate tax structure, the brief
said, to permit the establishment
of employee profit-sharing plans
covering workers of all companies
associated in a single enterprise.
Such companies should be allowed
to pool their contributions from

Snow Snarls
Up N.S. Traffic

HALIFAY (CP)—The stérmiest
winter' in a decade dealt a new
blow at Nova Scotia Tuesday.
More than a foot of snow stopped
air traffic and snarled highway
travel,

The storm sideswiped the Atlan-
tic coast as it moved eastward
from the central United States.
Snow driven by high winds féll in
Nova Scotia all day and into the
night, an inch an hour along the
south shore.

The Halifax weather office fore-
cast up to 20 inches before the
storm ends.

Halifax streets and suburian
roads were dotted with stalled
cars. Thousands of commuters

Thur., March 1, 1956
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June 30 Target
Date For Ferry

HALIFAX (CP)—Trade Minister
Dauphinee told the Nova Scotia
legislature Tuesday he expects the
CNR ferry Bluenose to begin daily
round-irip service between Yar.
mouth, N.§., and Bar Harbor, Me.,
about June 30.

Mr. Duphinee, replying to a

traffic jams.

The provincial highways depart-
ment reported main roads pass-
able but badly drifted. Plows
worked c¢ontinuously trying to pre-
vent a complete tie-up.

Trains ran behind schedule. The
CNR's Ocean Limited was two

The lawyer - accountant group

profits.

were la@e for dinner because of

estion from H. J. Spence (P€—
guunenburz), said thep::ut date
for daily service has not been
The ferry at present makes
round "m'f:n weekly,
mouth day, Wednesday and

ing days.

Canadian Ship
Visits Cuba

OTTAWA

month Caribbean cruise,
rived Tuesday at Guantap
bay, Cuba, naval headquarters re-
ported. She came from Ciudad
T ujillo, Dominican Republic,
where her five-day visit eoincided

hours late from Montreal.

with “Canada Day” at the répub-
lic’s international fair.

to work out her salvation, not in
fear and trembling, but in forget-
fulness of the dramatic nightmare
through which she had passed.
But what of our ‘‘Mounty” Hher-
oes” It was a tough assignment
for these officers who were com-
parative “rookies” in the great
ramifications of the famous force
who have a reputation of always
getting their man. They were both
New Brunswickers with few years’
experience in police work, but they
displayed the iron nerve and “‘calm
disdain of life’’, which puts devot-
ion to duty first and foremost re-
gardless of consequences. Warner,
who is a native of St. John was
demobilized from the victorious
Canadian Army in Europe only
about two months.

He inherited his heavy hitting|
ability from his grandfather who
had fought the great John L. Sul-|
livan when he was champion of
the world. Keefe was born in the
St. John River Valley.

MERITED AWARDS

The recognition of thefr herofsm|
came on January 22nd., 1946, in!
the Confederation Chamber of the
Provincial Building at Charlotte-
town, when each received from the
hands of Lieutent Govetnor J. A.
Bernard the King's Police and
fire Service Medal for bravery.
The Governor made the following
address to the recipients:

‘“Actions such as you have pet-
formed while in your line of duty
a¢ guardians of the law, have been
regarded by your superiors as be-[‘
ing worthy of special, meritorious;
consideration, and this investiture
therefore gives me much pleasure. |
That the action occurred in our|
Province, brought to it as well as,
to you Constables, unexpected and,
favourable publicity. It is to the,
credit of the R.C.M.P. that the
training you have received h554
been utilized in bringing you this,
honourable recognition. Your cour-
age and bravery in the face of
what might have been tragedy, are
examples of heroism which cannot
be refuted. In presenting these
medals, I wish to add my congrat-
ulations and best wishes for a suc-
cessful future in your chosen pro
fession-the upholding of the law
under all conditions”.

AUGHS

Even
at Teething Time
Baby’s Own Tablets have long been ®
faithfu! standby — used _confidently by
mothers for over 50 years. Especially helpfu!
during teething time because they give
}:rompt, dependable, and effective relief
rom feverishness, restlessness, tummy up-
sets, and other minor infant troubles re-
sulthg from Ié‘.ﬁgululty at uegh}né
“‘sleepy”’ stufl == no dulling affe

d they tasts pood! D

your ppy- Get & package today.

BABY'S OWN Tablels

No

NOW!
NEW

PULL-ON

STYLE

in fylon and power fst
with embroidered foral design

$7.°°

White. 12" length, for juniot
fo average figure type.

*The criss-cross
gitdle that
slims as it trims"

Other Sarong styles
from $5 up.

%
esky each had over $2,000, ig

Small, medium, large, exiraterge,

. MOORE &
McLEOD LTD.

BE PRETTY AUD
COMFORTABLE TOO!

Moore & Mcleod Ltd.. ..

ehades.

NEW SPRING SUITS

‘Tone on Tone — Tweeds — Rayon Wor-
gteds = Flannel ~ Sabre Cord in pastel
Grey, Blues, Navy, Black,

$19.95 to $72.50

the promise of romance, gaiety, life and so

There’s something special about spring , .. it's

we have selected fashions that embody this

wonderful essence.

Suits in sumptuous

new styles and fabrics; coats with
a light-hearted feeling;
both formal and afternoon,

dresses,

in crisp, fresh styles and
fabrics. For the latest
fashions in the newest

colors . , . it's

Moore & McLeod Mtd,

Terylene.

Sizes 12 to 4.

$3.95 to $7.95

SPRING COATS

See our marvelous new collection of éle-
gantly casual and trim fitted and loose

styles.

$19.95 to $69.75

rresh, Dainty and Crisp

BLOUSES—

Wonder fabrics of Dacron, Arvel and
Short and 3/4 length sleeves,

Friday and Bar Harbor on follow-

(CP)—The Canadian
crulser Quebec, mow on a three- |
ar-.
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PRICED FROM—

Straw,

Spring is just around the corner and we have a mar-
velous new collection of Hats that are as bright and
. gay as she is - Milan, Panamalac, Bakie, and Novelty

PRICED FROM
$3.95 fo0 $14.95

MILLINERY for SPRING PERT and GAY at MOORE & McLEOD LTD.
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