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The Unlatched
Door

CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR
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Inspector Kenway went slowly A 4 MEE

back to his chair and sat for some u B il

time, drumming on the table with ull d ;\

his fingers, while he went over in

his mind what Barbara had told ,op‘y./ |
him, Her account of Borden's ROBERT E. HART, Branch
death tallied closely with his own Mgr., Hutcheson Bldg., 53
notions of what had happened. It Grafton, Ch'town. Tel. 1526.

seemed to cover the whole ground |

of the event itself; there was only| l

|

|

|

|

|

|

|

one point where he thought Bar-
bara had been wrong and that!
was not owing to deliberate in-|
tention, but to ignorance of what
was she had seen occurring.

She had spoken of pushing Bor- |y, .14 pe lost in them. He doubt-
den from her so that he ren:ed if one of those great, spatulat-

against the table and of his im- Y
mediate recovery and return m"ed fingers could have been dispos

:’;: lanll‘;): s:n:" ,Pi;:: }:!’iil rev;;;;an‘s hand? Such a weapon, lit-

striks Kenway a8 Eaavinoin m_‘l)e more than a toy in appear-
L3 22 Lo ng, fance, would be exactly the thing

ito appeal to a woman who wxshcd‘

He remembered noticing Revel- |
stone's hands, huge, coarse hands, |
they were, like legs of mutton.
The weapon he was picturing

ed to pull the trigger, But a wom- L
|

even possible, explanation of his
resort to the weapon,

aar5e e b e "eapug larn & grea denlmore bt
of dealing with a wisp of a girl| ‘;{C: ariake: . o Tl
5 0 put the two bullets back in |
he had seen an enemy at the door <‘(older ’in “'}“-Mh \\here fhe W‘DS‘N
of the room and snatched the re- icupnemeﬂ Ll a0 -cnse‘;'.lson,»
volver up and raised it to fire in thing '?“ulht, bg }"helle . “"‘f ‘( 1:;
self defence. He would be aiminz‘?:: :;::tfrgo':'c.r EH(“I%‘M)“,A: Th‘r'
ﬂm{\il'um;q\:::rhﬁa;:?r?hsmh:a:' "1’;(_‘ 'case with the statements referring |
norant of 1helpresence of & third |10 Borden's banking account. H"
person, should jump to the mn_rhad forgotten Rathbnnetand\ h}f
elusion that he was threatening pIomise t(oh g;ﬁm:m:; thl\e p,\‘f\gn\
her. The shots must have been I"”x::e I:vnnr that o "
practically simultaneous. It would hr;en made. He lmkndv b D Gt
;’;r?‘gr;{‘fta"rx;:f 1‘;“3“2;::: ul; Half past 11. Rathbone should b

. reporting very soon now.

‘]i.mg;n?mhm‘?”}:“d savedSitheSlite He turned some more DpApes

But who was ihe murderer? Was aé"d suddter:‘ly ,s?“:ﬁf:,:do?‘n; ””T
he any nearer to a solution of ;ar: ]“f s‘ghi ocket n‘]'P i
that problem? Avice Carlake had 'ehoog ;‘omd_ ipf the Mervin
been in her flat immediately af- wit ‘,e Gy to
ter the shots were fired. Kenway ”10(81 ;};XCh hﬂld bbr'\f*xu thilwcl““w'v
had no difficulty in deciding that|Pim thab mormne o T8 e side
Barbara was telling the truth agent. Laying the St Toore
with regard to the conversmlon‘by side on _the table, he r('vn,m.‘
she heérd taking place on the‘ed the writing at the rngt (&4 Gl
landing. There was no mistaking 259 [ G
the identity of = the speakers:
They were Avice and Anthony
Revelstone. Barbara could mnot
have Invented that meeting. There
had been nothing published about
the case which could suggest to
her that the time of their arriv-
al at Darnley Mansions had im-
portance. She had described the
sotual facts.

‘Then, was either of them the
murdererer? What about Revel-
stone? Barbara had heard foot-
steps on the landing before he‘
rang for Avice. Whence had he|
come? From her account she must|
have been at the front door with-
in a very few seconds of the time
of the shots. Whoever killed Bor-|
den could not have got more than|
a few yards away; it might hn\'e“
been Revelstone., Say he had |
started down the stairs, heard|
some movement below and turn-‘
ed hack. He would naturally want|
to provide a reason other  than|
the real one for his presence, and
s call on Avice would supply It. AI
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decided possibility!
He took up the smaller bullet
and looked at it absently. What an

done s0 much harm! The pistol
from which it was fired must
have been correspondingly tiny.
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[to arm herself. Decidedly he must |
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