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THE SMILING POOL HAS
VISITORS

We sometimes find to our sur-
prise,

How few
their eyes

have learned to use
—Old Mother Nature

“I think.” =said Peter Rabbit,
“that T'll run over to the Smil-
Ing Pool”

“And I think .” said little Mrs
Peter, “that you'd better stay right
here in the dear Old Briar-patch.”

“But I haven't been over to the

Bmiling Pool for a long time”
protested Peter

“And no doubt the Smiling Pool
has gotten along very well with-
put you,” retorted Mrs. Peter.

“I heard,” said Peter, “that

there are visitors over there from

the Sunny South. I really ouzht
‘o run over ty greet them.”
“They will et alonz just as

well without vour greeting. If they
wanted to see you, thev would
tome here to the dear Old Briar-

natch instead of visiting the Smil-

ing Pool,” declared little Mrs.
Peter.

Peter said no more, but he kept
a watchful eye on Mrs. Peter.
When her back was turned, he
slipped out of the dear Old Briar-
patch and away he raced across
the Green Meadows lipperty, lip-
perty, lip. Mrs. Peter looked out
just in time to see his white tail
bobbing up and down and growing
smaller and smaller, until at last
she couldn't see it at all

“Curiosity. Tt is going to get him
into a lot of trouble some time.,”

said Mrs. Peter to herself. “But
I would like to know who those
visitors are myself,” she added.

When Peter reached the Smiling
Pool he went straight to his
favorite form, as the place where &
Rabbit is in the habit of sitting
is called. It was under a big fern
near the edge of the Smiling Pool
and at a place where he could se?
all that was coing on. Eagerly he
lcoked for the visitors he had
heard were at the Smiling Pool.
But no strangers were in sight
Presentlv, longlegs, the Great Bluc
Heron, his long legs straight out
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behind him like a tail, and his
long neck laid back between his
shoulders so that he seemed to
have no neck at all, came flying
up Laughing Brook from the Big
River. When he reached the Smil-
ing Pool, he put down his long
legs and alighted at the edge of
the water. For an instant he
stretched his great wings straight
up, then folded them. Now
his long neck was stretcled
up to its full length as he looked
over the Smiling Pool.

For what" seemed to Peter a
long time, but was only a moment
or two, Longlegs stood perfectly
still. Then he folded his neck back
between his shoulders, and with
long slow steps walked along at
the edge of the water until he
reached the place where the cat-
tails and rushes grew. It happened
to be close to where Peter was
sitting. There Longlegs stood on
one foot, the other drawn up out
of sight among his feathers. He
was partly hidden by the rushes.
He didn't move s» much as a
feather. He was waiting for a Frog
or a Minnow to come within reach
He knew that as long as he didn't
move, he wasn't likely to be seen.

Peter was just about to ask Long-
legs what he knew about the vis-
itors from the Sunny South, when
happening to look over where
Laughing Brook left the Smiling
Pool on its way to the Big River,
he saw two strangers flving low
above Laughing Brook. They were
coming up from the Bir River
just as Longlegs had The surpris-
ing thing about them was that
they were pure white, But for this,
they would have looked very much
like longlegs, only smaller. They
alighted on the other side of the
Smiling Pool. One waded out a
little way In the water. The other
walked along the shore.

“They must be cousins of Long-
legs.,” thought Peter. “With such
long legs long necks and long
bils, they simplv must he Herons.
I wonder who thev are and where
they came from. If they are from
the Sunny South, T wonder what
they came un here for at this time
of year ‘This is the time of year,
when other feathered folk are go-
of comlng from it. They look just
ing to the Sunny South instead

"tHE GUARDIAN,

Contract Bridge

By Josephine Culbertson

TO IMPRESS AN EXPERT

ey -
HOW
If you wish to impress a really
fine bridge player, don't tell him
about a hand ‘in which you
brought off a squeeze play or such;
tell him, rather, about an excel-
lent safety play you negotiated.
In this connection, you will not
(of course) claim that you sat
South in the follawing dea! — but
it might repay you to study the
thought-processes of an experly
canfranted with South's problem.

South dealer.
Both sides vulncrable,
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The bidding:
South West North East
14 Pass Ve Pass
44 Pass Pass Pass

Let's assume that West, reluctant
to guess which side suit to open,
leads the spade ten. South wins
and takes another round of'trumps,
then stops to consider how he can
maneuver so as to make his con-
tract against any conceivable posi-
tion of the missing honors.

South’'s danger, obviously, lies in
the possibility of losing two club
tricks and two diamonds, ie., that

-{both the king and queen of dia-

monds are off-side in East’s hand.
To provide against this conting-
ency, the expert contemplates a
strip play. He can easily cash the
top hearts and ruff dummy's third
heart, then begin to eliminate the
clubs, If West cannot get in twice
in clubs, so a8 to lead diamonds
twice through dummy's ace, the
danger disappears.

However, the expert , declarer
perceives that west may twice win
the lead in clubs if the sult is
played in normal fashion, that is,
by cashing the ace and lead-
ing another round. What is to be
done about this? The answer lies
in the opening lead! West cannot
have the K-Q-J of clubs, because
with that holding he ocertainly
would have opened the suit. So
South strips the hearts and then
leads a club to the ten. This
obsolutely prevents West from get-
ting in twice in clubs, which in
turn gives South full opportunitv
to strip the clubs safely and then
pass a diamond to BEast, who will
be end-played.

eyes. He thought he was. But the
truth is, the two handsome strang-

alike so they must be twins.”

Peter wasn't really using his

ers in white didn't look just alike.

Li'l Abner

IF LI'L MYSTERIOUS GOTTA
WEAR THIS NASTY OLE

J DRAIN PIPE, ALL ITS-c08/r-
NATCHERAL LIFE, AH
MIGHT'S WELL PAINT
ITUP PRETTY —

PINK--BUT NATCHERLY -

THASS A
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GROUND...OH-OH.! LISTEN /.

By Al Capp

AH'LL SETIT
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D

A

BRAND-NEW YOKUM ~ TS
AN A BRAND-NEW GUN =
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By Alex Raymond

OH, MR, KIRBY,

OUR LITTLE PAL...
. BETTER TAKE A
SAMPLE OF

THESE ASHES’

Dloe? I

FIND ANY THIN

HERE ANY ‘v
HOPE FOR

CAN'T BE POSITIVE YET,
MISS DENTON, BUT I
MAY HAVE
- B} SOMETHING
( d THAT wiLL
nf BLON THIS
CASE WIDE
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MIGOSH...IMAGINE TAKIN'
OVER TH’ WHOLE STORK
‘CLUB JIST FER TH' WEDDIN'

PARTY OF FIVE PEOPLE,
MUSTA COST TWENTY
GRAND,

CHARLEY'S LITTLE
WEDDING

MENT OF
BUCKS. A TV

FT... STARRIN’ HER..
STARRIN’ HER

: BY HIM,..

SHOW

A PRENUPTIAL SETTLE-
IFTY OIL WELLS
MILLION

By Ham Fisher

LOVE IS SWEEPING
THE COU

NTRY. &

Detty Dripple

NOW WHERE'S THE IMPORTANT |
MAN T WAS SUPPOSED TO
MEET AND

LETIN?

By Ruford
USBAND - il

By Edwina

' Tippy and “Cap” Stubs
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TAN' WE LISTENED AT THE
WINDOW AND HEARD GRAN'MA
POETRY
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WASN'T MUCH

~"DO YOU SPOSE IT'S CUZ|
HE WROTE TH’ PAPER.

FOR HER?T?

AbTIETY

GROGANS COM
PARTY  TONIGHT 2

HE HAD SX _MORE MONTRS
TO SERVE!/
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By Walt Kelly
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