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Business Tax

Charlottetown, like many another city,
is faced with the dilemma of having to
‘ax its property owners unduly or discour-
r1ging businesses from being established
~hich would help the ordinary resident to
meet his taxes. The need for revenue is
pressing, particufarly with the building of
a new junior high school in the offing, and
the matter of adjusting the tax burden
calls for some very fine balancing.

The business tax, which received first
and second readings last night, is a neces-
sity if revenues are to keep pace with ex-
penditures; for the owners of real property
in the city are already paying more than
their fair share of civic costs. It is not a
good tar, however, because it may well
make the difference between a successful
business getting established and failure or
a decision to operate elsewhere.

Necessity is a hard taskmaster. The
risk must be taken, but the increase over
the present personal property tax being
paid by business should not be more than
the minimum needed. That principle is ob-
viously being kept in mind, for while the
general multiple of real estate value is to
be 80 per cent for purposes of the busi-
Yess tax, manufacturers and other indus-
‘ries are to be assessed at only 30 per
sent, florists 40 per cent, newspapers 35 per
cent, hotel and tourist, camps 25 per cent,
while mail order distributors will be assess-
ed 100 per cent. Occupancy of tax-exempt
premises will not avoid the new levy.

Obviously merchants with large inven-
tories or manufacturers with expensive

- equipment will not be affected by the new

Core

tax. They are already paying more on the
personal property assessment, but profes-
sional men, brokers and other businesses,
having a relatively light inventory will now
be called upon to pay a larger share of the
cost of running the city.

Advanced Registry

The importance of Advanced Registry in|
swine selection is realized in this Province,
hut less attention is paid in other parts of
Canada to the policy, and in the United
States breeders have no performance tests
on a national or state-recognized basis at
all. If Canadian purebred breedérs were
to use Advanced Registry consistently, and
apply the results in the .selection of breed-
ing stock, tremendous progress would re-
sult. This is the conclusion reached by Mr.
H. T. Fredeen, animal husbandman at the
Experimental Station, Lacombe, Alberta,l
who contributes an interesting article on
the subject to The Country Guide.

Mr. Fredeen points out that if maxi-
mum progress is to be realized, selection
must b® based upon the performance of l
tested litter mates. “Advanced Registry has
been in effect for more than 20 years, but
we must admit that during that period, lit-
tle or no improvement has been made in!
the performance of purebred Yorkshires.i
To realize this one has only to examine the |
annual average performance of the pigs,
tested, or the annual grading averages of
commercial hogs. These averages have re-
mained almost unchanged.

“This,” he emphasizes, “is not a fault
of the policy. A similar policy has worked
very well indeed, in Denmark. A few Cana-
fian breeders have utilized Advanced Reg-
stry to great advantage. Results have been
sbtained in a very short space of time in

3 Prince Edward Island; and the results of |
the ‘high-low’ experiment prove that 1t]
can he done. i
“It is important to remember, however, |
that while gelection of breeding stock should
be based on Advanced Registry for gener-
ation after generation, this, alone, is not
sufficient. The breeder must also make
. certain that he selects the best pigs from
high-scoring. litters—best from the stand-
point of growth, vigor and constitution.
‘These factors, when taken together, can
mean the difference between profit and
loss in swine production. c
' «Much unfavorable publicity for Ad-
' yanced Registry has resulted from the
" purchase of tail-ender boars from high-
" scoring A. R. litters and getting unsatis-
factory breeding performance from them.
Equ unfavorable publicity results from
stock sold as ‘from a
the litter
the sow was by a different

American Potato Yearhook

The 1953 edition of the American Potato
Yearbook has just come off s Tes
is again edited by John C. Campbell, Rut-
gers University College of Agriculture, ang
contains 76 pages of vital information tc
the /potato grower, shipper, dealer and al
those with an interest in the potato in-
dustry. .

Of special significance is the article on
“The Deyelopment of Seed Potato Certifi-
cation in the United States” by E. L. New-
dick, Chief Division of Plant Industry,
Maine Department of Agriculture. Another
feature in this 'year’s volume is the list of
research projects with the names of in-
dividuals engaged in conducting research
on Irish potatoes‘in every part of the coun-
try. There is also a complete and up-to-
date list of recent references to potato cul-
ture in the United States as well as the;
names of the one hundred leading potato
growing counties. ‘
_ Other interesting items include articles
on potato varieties, potato production, rules
and regulations affecting the shipment of
seed potatoes, a list of leading United |
States and Canadian associations engaged
in the improvement of the potato industry
together with the names of United States|

and Canadian seed certification officials.|

The Yearbook also gives information on
how and where to secure helpful brochures
and leaflets covering every phase of the po-
tato industry.

The new volume also contains much
statistical information of value. There
are tabulations by states of both seed and
table stock production as well as statisticsI
on Canadian and world potato production.

A Lot Of Talk

The official report of the Parlfament of
Canada, for the average full-length session,
notes the Ottawa Journal, runs about 5,000
pages, including Commons and Senate. In
Washington %ney have the quaint device of
permitting legislators to “extend” their re-
marks—that is, to have printed in the Con-
gressional Record speeches that never were
made, quotations and documents never read,
and all sorts of the most incredible literary
odds and ends.

The result is that from the beginning of
the session on January 3 to the end of July
the Congressional Record ran 1o 16,211

Odds and Ends” which appeared ir

a good proportion of the skilled
men were obtained from Europe

land and other points in the Mari-

One Of The Question:

i

"JUST WHICH SIDE DO YOU

PROPOSE TO TAKE INTHE

SKIRT LENGTHS ?

CONTROVERSY OVER SHORTER

|

I have had a pleasant and in-
tcllectually profitable chat with
an American politician (Democrat)
of some note. He happened along
'a few days after our general elec-
|tion. While he had no objection
to my making a brief report of
our talk he did ask me not to
mention his pame, I will there-
fore call him Mr. X. and simply
say by way of introduction that
he is well and favourably known
in American political circles.

I asked Mr. X. what he thought
of our election results. He replied
that so far as he knew no one in
the United States who cares about
such matters expected any other
result. “In fact,” he sald, “we
have long since given up expect-
ing any change in Canadian Gov-
ernments.”” I then asked him if
he felt that the present admin-
istration would like to have seen
a change in Ottawa, since it s
generally assumed that the Repub-
licans have more in common with
the Conservatives than with the
Liberals.

.

On this question he seemed to
be of the opinion that the Repub-
lican leaders had no preference
one way or the other. President
Eisenhower, apparently, is not so
keen on personal contacts in
friendly nations as Mr. Roosevelt
was during his long tenure. He
then went on to tell me that so
far as the American public is con-
cerned not one in a thousand per-
sons could name the Prime Min-
ister of Canada.

Personally I think his figures
were out of line. Not one in ten
thousand would probably be more
correct. So perhaps in this as-

The Passing Scene’

By Observer ,
A CHAT WITH MR. X,

to others whose political way,
distinct from their politic?la'\;; 2
are different’ from our own II;
the time I got through tryins |y
explain the whys and \m“;[on
to Mr., X.—without making muc:
impression, I fear—my head
dizzy and my patience in neeq I:
replenishment. At the same “o
it iIs good to discuss different rm-'
ets of the democratic process e
Perhaps each has some styep t
which the other lacks and m:";nh
weakness which the other does p *
have to endure. But it {s not ;}?t
system that counts so muycy .
the concern for the freedom -,“
ir}legnly of the individual l'hn?
gives it life and substance :
o s e

I asked Mr. X. what he t1

of the apparent ditrerenrr:mﬁ}:
have developed between Britisy
and American viewpoints on \1;1
ous international problems, ‘”;
gave me to understand that, while
the differences are real enougl
most  official Americans in bot};
parties feel they are more jng
dental than basic. He added mu;
in his opinion (an opinion which
he felt is shared by many Rs
publicans as well as Drnmua(‘;;
Secretary of State Dulles, while
able enough, has not the samy
diplomatic touch that Mr. Achesg
had in his confidential d/\\lmz
with friendly and allied nat) mg

The United States and R::Qm
Mr. X. believes, have the 3nmg'
goals and in a crisis would finq
themselves in full agreement anq
speak with one voice. Meanwhils,
no one in the United States, op

pect of political reciprocity at any;
rate Canadians can more than

PUBLIC FORUM (

This column is open to the
discussion by correspondents

of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-

fly endorse the opinion of
correspondents.

SKILLED AND UNSKILLED
“Island

Sir,—In your column

yesterday's issue, it was stated that

and seemed to infer that the men
obtained from Prince Edward I1s-
times were e;nployed simply as
helpers and assistants.

1 would like the public to under-
stand that by far the greater
proportion of skilled men and es-

pages which had cost the taxpayers $1,371.-
794. Since then 535 pages have been add-
ed, and the end is not yet. The Record is
still coming out every day even though Con-
gress prorogued on August 4, will be mak-
ing its appearance regularly until August
28 with “extended” remarks of the daunt-
less legislators. :

The statistics show another interesting
fact, and one quite at variance with Cana-
dian practice—in Washington the senators
talk longer and sit longer than do mem-
bets of the House of Representatives. The
Senate was in session 123 days and 743
hours, using (to July 31) 6,479 pages of
the Record. The Representatives used 4,533
pages with their impassioned oratory in
sessions lasting 491 hours spread over 115
days.

EDITORIAL NOTES

In this motorized age the traffic police-
man is often a community’s first and most
remembered contact with visitors. A re-
cent story from Summerside indicates that
the Prince County capital is fortunate in

the impression made on visitors.
- - *

Recent announcements that Russia has
stocks of H-bombs and guided-missile -bases,
not to mention improvements on Second
World War “buzz bombs”, should cause lit-
tle surprise. The publication may do some
good in dissipating the tendency, particular-
ly amongst Americans, to place reliance on
possession of stocks of atomic eapons.
Such confidence hindered rather than help-
ed efforts to achieve. international solidar-

ity.

The. merger of the Massey-Harris Com-
pany and Harry Ferguson Companies into
Massey-Harris-Ferguson — Limited is an
event that cannot be ignored in-the agri-
cultural world. There will be those, of
course, who see the farmer being put at a
greater disadvantage in dealing with such
a great almost world-wide maker of farm
implements, but there is no doubt that
great advantages can be obtained by the
integration of farm equipment design.

- - -

Etienne de La Boetie, French writer,
died this date 1563. The themes “Liberty”
and “Friendship” inspired the short career
of this early republican. . “Liberty is so
noble and pleasant a thing,” he wrote, “that
every evil follows upon its loss and even
the good things which remain lose all their
taste, tainted by servitude.” Montaigne, in
his “Essays”, tried to protect the memory
of his friend as a model and peace-loving

‘| was constructed by

pecially the men in key positions
are Maritime men, and not on?
European is, or has been, employed
in a key position.

I am, Sir, etc.
CHARLES ILAWLOR.

OLDTIME PLOWING MATCH

“The ploughing match which was
advertised to take place at New
Perth early this month, by order
of the Exhibition Commissioners,
had to be postponed on account- of
the weather, till yesterday, when
it came off in a field belonging to
Mr, Daniel McDonald, jr., of that
place. The judges were Daniel Mac-i
Donald, Esq., sr., Daniel Gordon,‘
Esq., of New Perth, and Mr. An-
drew Hayden, of Roseneath, Who
awarded the prizes as follows: 1st,
John Smith, New Perth, £1 156;
and, William McLaren, New Perth,
£1; b6s; 3rd, John Minchin, New

man — a very sick man.”
Nicholas I, the
more than & century ago.
“gick man of Europe”

. gan

Montreal

“We have on our hands a sick
So said
Russia,
The
these

Czar of
in

days was Turkey.

But now the same words have

been applied to France. And they

have been applied by Paul Rey-

naud, a former French premier.

“France today,” he says, “is the
sick man of Eur??."

Certainly Frande has been re-
duced to chaos. Four million work-
ers have left their jobs. Even the
essential services, which keep any
big modern city alive, have broken
down.

The general collapse has come
about because Premier Laniel has

call for harder work-and more ec-
onomic discipline.
. *

There are various reasons, of
course, that partially explain the
violent resistance to Premier Lan-
iel's proposals, He did not suffic-
iently prepare the ground. He be-
imposing harder conditions
upon the Government employees,
who are already a rather under-
paid class.

The old question arose: “Why
does the Government pick on us to
pay the price of ecohomic salva-
tion?” The fact that Premier Lan-
iel i8 himself a man of Wealth
hardly improves his influence in
imposing austerities.

And back of it all lies the long
unsettlement of France, the rising
prices, the difficulty in making
ends meet, and all the weary frus-
trations and anxieties that have

The Sick Man of Europe

Gazette

pended.

decreed certain measures he be- g on, “everybody has a chance to
lieves necessary to save France| So it was that Premier Daladier |\ote for the Presidential nom-
from financial ruin. The measures|pled for a generous response. “Let | ee".

safety and

tional
stony ears,
speaks in

Indeed, one might almost imag-
ine that Premier Laniel was read-
ing from the script of Premier Da-
ladier’s address to the nation
August 21, 1938:

“It is not sacrifices I demand of
the French people but a more vig-
orous effort to revive trade, to !1-
crease output, to create new capi-
tal and to raise the
the country ..
But the result of this plea was
to have even the vital services sus-
Many workers
their arms as the symbol of pas-
sive resistance. The crisis, then as
now, came in an uneasy world. It
was a time when France needed to
save herself by her exertions in or-
der to save Europe by her example.

PR

all Frenchmen,” he said, “conclude
a truce on their secondary differ-
ences, and in the present situation
of Europe and of the world accom-
plish the effort demanded by their
their
France back to work and we shall
save peace . .. .
War was only about one year &=
way. And yet these pleas for na-
self-discipline
Premier Laniel today
times
may be quite as real. A
The curse of France is that
assertion of liberties has come, by
tiadition, to overreach the accep-
tance of duties. Cynicism corrodes
all feeling, and this cynicism is the
outcome of chronic suspicion. “We
are betrayed,”
those who would
bility to the state.
P

hold their own with the Amerl-
{cans. It is a safe bet that at least]
\every other person 'in this coun-
Itry could name offhand the Presi-
dent of the United States.

« s

We discussed at some length the
similaritles and differences be-
{ween our respective electoral sys-
tems. Like most Americans who
bother to give the matter any
thought Mr, X. finds it difficult
to understand the method by
which we elect the executive head
of government. And when I tried
to explain the formula by which
the Prime Minister is named 1o
his post by the Governor-General, |
without in any way doing damage
to our free election system, he
seemed more confused than ever.
“The fact is,” he sald, “only a
small minority of the Canadian
people haxe any hand in election
the Prime Minister.” Which is, 1
suppose, accurate in detail but in-
accurate in the over-all picture.
“In the United States,” he went

on

resources 0f

crossed

This is a popular American be-
lief notwithstanding the obvious
fact that no one actually votes for
the President but only for a list
of men known as ‘“electors” who
later on choose the .President. In
practice it 'works out alright in-
asmuch as the popular will is the
final arbiter, but theoretically it
is the most complicated system im-
aginable,

country.  Get

fell upon

Our own system is as plain as
B C in comparison and, one
cannot help thinking, more demo-
cratic in principle; but there is
no way of making the average
American, even the average Ameri-
can politician, see it in that light.
The hitch, of course, as Americans
see it, is the part played by the
Governor-General, “Why,” they
ask, “should anyone have the right
to name the Prime Minister after

whose urgency

the

the motto of
elude responsi-

is

government after government.
. oo

Yet it is a mistake

Perth, £1; 4th, Duncan Mclntyre,
Roseneath, 10s.; 5th, Daniel Shaw,
New Perth, 5s.

“Mr, Smith, of New Perth, one
of the Commissioners, and Mr. Mc-
Donald, of Georgetown, the inde-
fatigable secretary of the Exhibi-
tion, were early on the ground, and
staked of the field in ridges, 13%
yards wide, 9 yards to be gathered
up in the centre, the ploughman
then to throw out the space be-
{ween himself and his neighbor.
Each ploughman drew lots for his
position, and about 10 o‘clock the
teams started. .

“It soon became evident = that
in cutting and laying over a 6 by 9
furrow the iron ploughs, of which
there were two, were getting the
better of their wooden rivals. One
of these, a Scotch plough worked
by Mr. Smith, carried off the first
prize. The other (Mr. McLaren's)
Mr. Allan
Stewart, of Southport. The work
done by these ploughs was of very
fair quality, the furrows being
smooth, evenly cut, and well put
together.

“pDaniel Shaw, the  youngest
ploughman on the field, although
fifth on the list acquitted himself
creditably., His erect, manly bear-
ing, and the easy grace with which
he held the shafts and managed
his team, plainly indicated that at
no distant day he will become a
master workman.

“Messrs. Minchin and McIntyre
opened and finished their ridges
straight and well, but having to
cut beyond their ordinary- depth,
the inferiority of their ploughs
was manifest, Their furrows were
neither so smooth nor evenly laid
as those cut by the iron ploughs,
About 4 o'clock the last team left
the fleld.

“perhaps not the least interest-
ing part of the day's proceedings
was the presence in the evening,
with their teacher, of the children
attending the district school. The
boys looked with admiring Wwon-
der on the straight and even fur-

gain, .
At that time

fence of the State.”

rapidly.

lingered on year after year, under

to consider
the present disturbances as whol-
ly to be explained by present caus-
es. The causes lie deep. In fact, if
anyone turns back the newspaper
files to this same month in 1938 he
may read today's story all over a-

Premier Daladier of
France had demanded that certain
measures “be taken for the pro-
tection of the currency and the de-
His proposals

were similar in purpose to those|who can.”
just advanced by Premier Laniel.| It has tended to become almost
And the result was the same.ja national philosophy. Suspicion of

Strikes broke out across the coun-
try, and the prestige of France fell

It finds its classic expression In
the political system itself, which
| makes even premiers the creatures
of such delicate compromises that
they do not truly possess. The crea-
tion of a “crisis” by any strongly
organized group is generally quite
sufficlent to shake from power
anyone who proposes unwelcome or
unpopular measures.

The very absence of any nation-
al authority intensifies the pre-

he has been elected by vote, and
why is it that all Canadians do
not have a
rectly for the man they want lol

cept perhaps a few incoriigibly

isolationists, seriously believe thay

the British view on any probleny

can be ignored, )
. . .

Whatever the strength of thy
American electoral  system  may
be, one obvious weakness, | veny
tured to suggest to Mr. X. s tiy
division that can exist at a

time, and in fact does exist at 'N‘
present moment, as hetween thy
executive and legislative branchey
of government.

No doubt such a conditinn (Rey
publican Cabinet and Democraty
Congress) is also a refllection
the people”s will. Nevertheless,
cannot fail to put an added straly
on executive and legislative auths
ority, To us a Liberal Governe
ment and a Conservative DParlia.
ment would be unthinkable Thg
Americans, however, take a paral
lel situgtion in their stride anq
think nothing of it. At lecast it
they do find it bothersome, they
don't talk much about it ’

——

PENETRALIA

There is a secrecy in Nature that§
strong

Within the silence of a tree

The Druids knew it in ther d
green shrines,

And worshipped!

It is the power that lifts the wave

That moves the star—

Immutable as God.

It is the fragrance of the flowey

That waits within thé sod.

—Charlotte Boucher

The Age Old Story{

It is written in the prophet
And they shall be all taught of

chance to vote di-
head the Government?"”

To most Canadians I fancy the
answers to these questions are
simple enough, but they are not

God. Every man therefore thi
hath heard, and hath learned

the Father, cometh unto me . .
Verily, verily, I say unto you, H
that believeth on me hath cve
lasting life. .

PROFESSIONAL

CARDS

vailing networks of suspici Na-
poleon, riding off himself amidst
the chaos after Waterloo, had only
this to say: “let him save himself

the central authority broadens
down. Each Frenchman becomes
~|suspicious that every other French-
man may be saving, himself more

laurels from the field’

ploughmen and other friends

‘“After unyoking their horses ‘the
sat
down to a substantial dinner pro-
vided by Mr. McDonald, and pass-

successfully by some means of his
own.

“France is now the sick man of
Europe,” says Paul Reynaud. And
a sickness, generations old, admits
of no simple or rapid cure. This is

Chas. R. McQuaid
B.A.

BARRISTER. SOLICITOR,
NOTARY, Ete.
Eastern Trust Building

CHARLOTTETOWN

M. Alban Farmer, 9.C.

BA. LLB
Barrister and Solicitor
Bank of Commerce Building
Charlottetown
Money to Loan

Frederic A. Large, Q.C
Barrister, Solicitor, Notarv
Royal Bank of Canada Building

Charlottetown, P. E. [
Loans on City and Farm
Propertles »

A. Walthen Gaudet,
LL.B.

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, Ete
Phillips  3uilding
111 Grafton Street
Morey to Loan Cnlll‘ﬂ

ed the evening very pleasantly to-
gether, ‘From scenes like these
Prince Edward’s grandeur springs’.”

not France's first crisis.
very far from being the last.
sick man of Europe suffers,

Byron J. Grant, O.™.
OPTOMETRIST
126 Kent Street Plone 879
(Opposite Revere Hotel)

And ft is
The
most

Gaudet & Haszard

GILBERT A. GAUDET, B.A.
Barristers and Solicitors

—The Islander, Nov. 21, 1871.

of all, from & malady of the soul.
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the time when they too will be pro-
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Money to Loan
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