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Reorganizing City Hall

the City Council is advertising for a new
City Clerk, application 10 be in by Saturday.

For the success of the new financial civic set-
up much will deperd upon the administrative
and business ability of the new official. As the
responsibilitics of this position require a first-
class executive, nothing should be allowed to
stand in the way of obtaining the services of the
best man available for the purpose.

In addition to a competent Clerk, the insta)-
lation of adcquate book-keeping methods will
require the services of two detailed ledger
keepers, together with a stenographer and cash-
ier. There should be no lack of competent young
ladies to {ill these positions. Under the direc
tion of a properly qualified City Clerk a staff
such as we suggest should be able to carry on
the work satisfactorily and efficiently.

1t is, however, absolutely essential to have an
experienced and qualified external auditor make
a regular audit of the City books. \Without that
safeguard no reorganization can be efiective.
The citizens demand that their interest, and not
the interests of wire-pullers and self-seekers, be
given first consideration in this and other mat-
ters respecting civic administration.

Living Standards Compared

Some interesting figures have been com-
piled by the International Labour Confer-
ence at Geneva, to indicate the material wealth
of the leading countries of the world, On the
premise that during the twenty years since the
World War the standard of life has generally
advanced everywhere, in spite of unemployment.
it takes the period of 1925 to 1934 to size up
earnings of occupied persons. The computations
are made comparable by expressing them in an
understandable unit, namely, the average amount
of goods and services which one dollar would
purchase in the United States over those nine
years.

The United States and Canada, with nearly
$1,400 per occupied person, head the list. The
two countries of this continent are well ahead.
After them come Great Dritain, Switzerland.
New Zealand and Australia, with an average
income per occupied person of about $1,000.
The Netherlands and the Irish Free State follow,
with $885 and S$770 respectively. In the $700 to
$600 class come Sweden, France, Denmark, Ger-
many, Spain and Belgium, with Norway and
Austria following, with $600 to $500. Czecho-
slovakia’s figure is set at $435. Greece, Finland,
Hungary, Poland, Latvia, Estonia, Ttaly and
Japan are placed between $400 and $300. Sovie:
Russia rates $350, China, at the foot of the list,
only $120.

These figures are, of course, not strictly ac-
curate. But they do point to the significant fact
that the democracies are still well ahead in gen-
eral standards of living. Their superiority in re-
sources needs no emphasis-

Poland’'s Trade With Canada

Now that Czecho-Slovakia has disappeared,
Poland (including the Free City of Danzig
which is so much in the spotlight just now) is
Canada’s chicf market in Eastern Europe, that
is to say, among those countries lying south of
Scandinavia and cast of Germany and Italy. Of
timely interest thercfore is the leading article in
the current issuc of the Commercial Inteiligence
Journal, dealing with Poland’s foreign trade.

Direct trade betwesn Poland and Canada has
not been <o far of great relative importance, but
Poland has undoubtedly taken in the past a
larger amount and variety of Canadian products
than the visible trade rcturns indicate. Some of
these, such as sausage casings and apples, have
reached Poland unchanged in form via other
countries, -chicfly Great Britain, Holland, Ger-
many or Denmark, while certain raw or semi-
manufactured products have been incorporated
in the finished manufactures supplied to Po-
land by these and other countries.

Poland provides a good illustration of what
has happened, and is happening, to Canada’s
trade with countries 6n continental Europe. Po-
fand is one of the Dominion's lost flour*mar-
kets. Out of total exports in 1927-28 from Can-
ada to Poland valued at $456,000, direct ship-
ments of flour alone accounted for $375,000. The
value of this item declined to $40,000 in 1928-
29, and in the wave of agricultural protection
which swept Europe thereafter it reached zero
in 1935 and has remained so since.

Secondly, as in the case of many other countries,
though perhaps more strikingly than in most, the
vanished flour exports have since been replaced
by sales of metal employed for armament pur-
poses. Exports of Canadian copper to Poland,
which were nil from 1928 to 1033, increased
from 1934 onwards until they represented $600,-
“000 otit of total exports to that country in 1937-
38 of $739,000. X

Thirdly, the Polish authorities found it ne-
cessary to follow the general European trend
and to establish the now sfamiliar machinery of
‘exchange: control, import licences, quota restric-
‘fions, and clearing agreements. As a result the
sibilities for Canadian shippers are limited to
¢ commoditics for which the Canadian Gov-
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