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. Y. ,l’. t | the whole under his control, and where would be the inde-
(‘,‘ Olol“ill i ‘l‘ l!llnc“ . | pendence of the people? But it is not so great a matter after
~— = | all to sell land at cost and charges, for [ suppose that would
b | SN - . A [ inelude commission and all.  Sir, we have no evidence of that
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY. { hon. gentleman’s great liberality. We have been told that
Terspavy Arrerxoov, March 25 | be cashed a L1000 bill for the Government when they were
i gl A ey “7" | about purchasing an estate : but [ see by the public accounts
DEBATE ON THE AWARD (continued.) | e i i B o
Committee on the Award, &e., resumed.

that she interest which he charged was 6 per cent. 1 observe
also that some £60 have been paid to the Bank. Would it
Hon. Mr. COLES, after a few preliminary remarks, said— [ not have been better to have had the Loan Bill, and then the
The hon. member lor Tryon seems to ba of apinion that the | money would have been drawn from the Dank of England at
feader of the Opposition should have taken no part before the | a much less interest?  Look at the other Provinces,they have
Commission, | suppose he is sorry that they paid more at-| been apylying for ap lu:prri;x] guarantee.
gention to my statements than they did to his; and that they | Mr. DAVIES—They lave to pay their 10 per cent.
take the greatest pains to recommend the loan, appearing to|  Hon. Mr. COLES—No, Mr. Chairman, I see it stated that
have no doubt that it is the best scheme.  Before the adjourn- | Nova Seotia and New Brunswick bills arcat a premium. They
ment 1 read the opinion of Sir Charles Fitzroy in regard to | have thus, by going to the British money market, got their
The leader of the Government himself| public eredit established. IHow much better it would be for
| this Colony, too, did our paper go at home for £100 or £112
per cent. 1 said yesterday that I was happy we could meet
on the same ground— that as the Liberal party were in favor
of the loan, though they were opposed to the part of the award
relating to the fishery reserves, and some other things, yet
they would waive these ohjections in consideration of what
would be gained by the loan; bat, sir, when [ hear that the

thoe fishery reserves.
never thought that these reserves were to be given up to the
proprietors therefure, | consider the Commissioners have not
taken the view of this question which they should. The re-
gulation which they have ma lo in reference to securing a small
picce of land on the coast, is not, in my opinion, calealated
to cncourage the fisheries. The Commissioners, when the
reserves were deseribed to them, said there was nothing of the
kind in Nova Seotia, and appeared to think that this Island [ Government are not likely to go for the loan, and that they
anight b pleed on a similar footing. Bat, Sir, tho case is{are saying that it is wo part of the Award, 1 shall u.)_ntvm
quite dilferent in that Colony, for there all the vacant land | myself with voting for the amendment which I have submitted,
is in the haods of the Government, and fishermen can obtain | in order to test the Government.

s grant at any time without an arbitration. T.en in reg trdf Hon. Mr. I,HA\ni‘\\ ORTH—1 do not intend to answer the
to the loyalists, it is admitted by all that they had a claim lengthy remarks of the hon. leader of the Opposition, nor of
They were offered a certain number of scres of land if they | the hon. member for St. Peter’s: but [ shall correct, or ruther
would come to the Island and setile.  With a great desl of [ contradict, some of their statements. We purpose to confirm
trouble, they made out to reach here, and endeavoured to get| the award, so far asit can be made binding ; but though these
their claims, but many had to give up and turn to pay rent. 1| hon. gentlemen cannot complain of our liberality on that point,
eontend that the Commissioners, by not awarding that the | yet they seem to be of opinion that some eapital ean be made
propriotors should give up to the Joyulists the lands which | by separating the ln:_m part of the award from the rest, and
they promised them, particularly as it was to be a compen- | sabmitting a resolution to the effect that a Bill should he in-
@stion for arrears of quit reat, have done an injustice _hu(h to | troduced to guarantee the interest of a loan. The Commis-
these refugece and the Colony. The Award says: ** The Bri- | sioners had no-power in reference to the loan : all their powers
tish Government having for sa many years provided for the | were exhausted when they wuggested that it should be gua-

6d sterling an acre. [ wonder if my hon. eolleague is willing
to sell Lot 31 for 23 4d an acre. 1 would ask how many es-
tates the hon. leader of the Opposition could purchase for
2s 6d an acre, when he was in power? The Selkirk estate
was bought at nearer that rate than any which he parchased.
He sees no good in the report of the Commissioners except in
the loan part, because the load is his hobby. T agree with
the hon. member for Charlottetown, that the loan forms no
part of the Award.

Hon. Mr. COLES—I am glad the hon. member has made
the statement, because be said his resolution was to confirm
the Award, and now he says that the loan is no part of it.

Hon, Col. GRAY—The first part of the report of the Com-
missioners is the evidence brolight before their Court, and the
last is their decision ; and I would ask which of the two is
the people most interested in? Supposing we could get the
loan—suppos ng we had the £100,000, what benefit would it
be?  Would one proprictor sell his land for 23 6d an acre?

be a separate matter, but connected with the Treasury. Iu

that department, and he thought the Bill made no provision
for their additional payment,

The Bill was then read a second time and committed.
Hon. Mr. Kelly in the chair.

Mr. BEER was happy to thivk that such a measure was
before the House, and considered it would be a great benefit
to the poorer class of the community if it were only carried
into operation. These institutions had worked admirably in
the old country, and he thought one could be conducted here
s0 as to be an advantage to the Coiony in different ways,
The Bill provided that the interest allowed the depositor
should be 4 per cent.; the Government might give 5 per
cent., allowing one per cent to the Deputy Treasurer for

Would Mr. Bruce Stewart, or my hon. colleague, if inclined
to sell, give their land for 2s 6d an acre? Suppose the amount |
given for the land was 7s 6d an acre, as limited in the Pur-|
chase Bill, what price could be set upon it to make it pay ?|
What wo want, in conneetion with the loan, is a power to |
make the proprietors sell, and that at a reasonable rate.
Would it not be pradent for the hon. leader of the Opposition
to get the proprietors to promise that they would sel[ at 2s6d
an aere, before we borrow the money ?  Because if we had
the £100,000, and eould get noland to purchase, where would
the money go? Echo answers where?

on. Mr, COLES—~The money would not bs drawn unless
it was required.

Ifon. Col. GRAY—I ask any financier if money could be
oLtained on such terms. Though I generally differ with the
hon. member for Princetown, as he is my political opponent,
and has sometimes, 1 think, treated me harshly, yet, Sir, I
agree with him in his views on this question, when he says
we can purchase land at any time under the Parchase Bill.
This is what [ have been advocating. The hon. member for
Kiug's County has been boasting of tho return of his party at
the next election.

Hon. Mr. WHELAN—What I stated was that 1 believed

transacting the business, and then employ the money with
advantage in buying up Treasury warrants. He was of
opinion that such a bank would be a greater benefit to the |
people of the country than those of the town, particularly if
the Award of the Land Commissioners came into operation ;
because then parties desiring to purchase their farms could
lay up their money in the Savings Bank until they had
sufficient to pay an instalment.

Mr. DAVIES said something considerable would have to
be given to the Treasurer for his additional trouble. The
Bill should be made self-sustaining, as the country could not
afford to pay £100 or zo out of the public funds for such a
purpose.

Hon. Mr. HENSLEY remarked that the principle of the
Bill appeared to be a very good one. He understood it was
intended to allow the Deputy Treasurer £20 a year until
the sum deposited amounted to £2000, after which it
would be self-sustaining, the only cost being the expense of
paper.

Hoo. Mr. LONGWORTH eaid this matter had been for
some years before at least one branch of the Legislatureand,

that case it would impose additional duty on the officers of

Civil Listaf the Colony, the Commiss oners would respeetfuily | It iustated that we are
euggzest that the Provineml Government un.;.ht.l at a sm 1
wacrifice, dispose of this old vexed question. [his, Sir, is
'-.rh:l'»s the most unjust part ol the whole ,.\vnrnl : I consider
3t is very unlaie to say that because the Oritish Government |
pr.nulw-] for the Civil List lor 80 long & time, that therelore the |
deovernment bere should give compensation to the foyalists
$'he Home Government had a right to pay the Civil List, when
they lett little or no Crown lands st éhe d posil of the Colony

ranteed by the British Government.
opposed to the loan. The Government have said nothing of
the kind ; they have submitted such a resolation as will allow
them to secare the loan at any time.

lion. Mr. COLES—We wish you to do that now.

Hon. Me. LONGWORTH—1 will come to that point before
long. The loan is only a recommendation, and the resalution {
leaves it open to take up that matter at any time. But ‘lnl(‘
we raquire a Commission to apply to Her Majesty’s Timperial |

at the next efection the eountry would give a good account of | judging from the pertinacity with which it had been adhered
the position of parties in this fouse. L to, they must have been impressed with a sense of the ne-
Hon. Col. GRAY—I do not see much diserepancy between | cessity of the messure. It had not met with much favour

the statements. It is impossiblo that any person ¢.n know by | R 2
intuition what shall take place at the nexs election. 1t is in | frow hon. members of this House, which resulted he thought

the womb of futarity.
now. 1 am willing to test who are the friends of* tie people |
to night, and sce how many of the hon. members of the ();.-I
position will vote for the resolution which I have submitted.

But the Commissioners say that the loyalists may be compen- { Governwent for a loan? We had power to apply for such | [ would hke to see them vote against it.

eated out of the lauds bought by the Guvernwcnt under the
Land Puarchase Act. sk

Mr. DAVIES—That is not a part of the Awazd, it is only
a suggestion.

Hon. Mr. COLES—It is among the other parts of tho re- |
port where the Commissioners **report and award™ respecting |
escheat and other matters. L

Mr. BEER~—1t is only a suggestion.

Hon. Mr. COLES—Well, the whole report is a suggestion.
Agsin, with respect to the Indian claims, I believe the Com-
muissioners report and award in regard to them, and confirm |
the title of those people to Lenox lsland. Now, I have h‘-ur'-l !
that Mr. Stewart paid 300 sovereigns for that island ; and il
this be the case the Cummissioners ought to have requested
ths home Government to compensate bim for his outlay, for
why should one proprietor be made to give up his claims and
mot another. 1 do not say that the Indians have no right to
Leanos Island ; but that Mr. Stewart should not have been
trented differently from the other proprictors. But il we are
going to confirm the Award, I mamtain that we should pass
an Act to guarantee the interest on the loan. The hon. mem-
ber for Charlottetown, Mr. Beer, appears to have great sym-

athy for she district whieh I bave the honor to represent ;
indeed he almost spoke as if he was already elected for that
distriet, and as if Charlottetown might look out for another,
which | believe they are intending to do whatever. At the
meeting held in that district the members of the Government
present said that they had no intelligence of the Awar k3
told them they would certainly bave little to say for them-
eelves, unless they could show that they had written 3 public
despateh asking for tbe Award. And it appears that His Ex-
cellency did write & private despateh desiring His Grace the
Duke of Neweastle to forward & copy. 1 do not wish to take
eredit to myself in the matter, or to say that the Government
sctod on my advice; but it looks very like it.  What does
the Duke say in winding up his despatch? He states that
he could not recommend the loan, and that, in the meantime,
he only sent a copy of tha Award. He does not scem
desire that any action should be taken upon it. If the Go-
vernment are not going to take the whole Award, I shall cer-
tainly vote agsinst any partial measare. I understand that

%o let them have their land at 15 years’ parchase. Sir, that
is better than what is provided for by the Award. The only
thing to be gained by it, since the Duke bas given his veto to

the arbitration clause, is the remission of arrears of rent, un- ; (= ' [ sup

[t appears also that those pro- |

leas the loan can be obtained. :
jetors who did not agree to the Commission, are not to
rought in, so that though it be confirmed, but ley of my |
constitaents will reap any beuefit from the Award. The hon. |
member for Tryon has been saying that we are opposing the |
interests of the people, and the hon. member for Bedeque has
been arguing in the same strain. But, Sir, what h:wq»: their
party done for the people since they came into power? Look
at the Journals and you will see thatall their votes have been
against the people ; they have gained nothing for ‘tlhn-u‘l but |
oppression, aud there has been plenty of that. The Small
Debt Bill which thay passed has caused a great deal of suing
in the country, and | Lelieve their own friends are now ask
ing thew to repeal it. Now the honest poor man canuot get
.a_'h'du(.
e, DAVIES—There are no honest men who cannot get
aredit.
Haa. Mr. COLES—] do not think some poor men will ; but
§ believe that yome of the Small Debe Commi-sioners.apnoint
ed by the present Goveruwent, are beginning to compl Ain that
aince the Act came jate ¢puration, they bave scarcely auy-
thing to do. i :
Hon. Col. GRAY —I risa to a point of order ; the question
before thic {emmittee is the Award, and not the Small Debt
Azs.
dlon. Mr. COLES—Why, Sir, the bon. member who has
just sat down went off the sabject this morning to talk about
the school he attended in lus young days, which 1 think has
not much to do with the matter before us.  The real question
js what the next elsction is to turn up; therefore it becomes
as to examine what esch party bave done. Sir, I feel for the
wor man, and the late Government did more for his l..-n.elil
than bave the present administration. They passed the Free
Fducation Aet, and men have since become educated hcv.rc to
fill their places honorably as teachers and munisters of shc
gospel. With respect to the people of Belfast, the question |
thnge s religions agitation, and that and some other influ-|
euces have turned thess sgainst the Liberal party ; but, Sir,
I believe they will et have their eyes -le»'nml. 'lxr other
parts of the country, where the Land Purchase Act has oper-
ated to the bagefit of the people, they have not been so un-
greateful.  With respeet to the 1500 acre clause, [ would ask,
of every proprietor is ta be allowed to retain that mach land,
what advantage the people of West River are going to denve
from the Award, as Me. Wright and one or two vthers who
Lold land there, have not move than 1500 acres. Thea again
with respect to other scetious of the eountry, Lady Georgiana
Fane has not agreed to the Comuimion ; and the proprietor
of the Belfast estates though he agreed to abide by the Award,
‘ot a8 he has sinee suld his estates to the Government, it will
L‘ no benefic to the people in that district, There is also the
eolleague of the Jon. leader of the Governwent in this House,
who is unwilling to come under the Award ; but as he has
paid a high price for his property, and hass large family, he
13 quite right in acting as he thiuks proper in the case  Theun
again with respect to New L lrfd«m‘ the Townships there have
been divided ap into four or five 'dnﬂ'vrt--n" propertics, eonse-
quently the tenantry in that section of the [sland cJX}{{in ex-
pect to reap any advantage from the Cowmission. The es.
tates of the Messrs. Cunard, and of vue or two others, are ail
that will come under the operation of the Award, so that it
eannet prove 3 genersl benefic to the tenantry throughout
the Colony, and that too in the face of statements in the reso-
jations introduced by the hoa member Tor Bellast, that i
was to be better thau the Loan Bul and Liod Purchase Act.
1 do not wish to make any unlair statements; all that is ne-
cessary is to let the matter go before the country. IT we get
the loan, the Award may be some benelit, hu‘v..m-v,- then those
woprieturs who have not agreed to abide by is may, perhaps,
'ur indueed to sell their estates. The hon. wember fur Tryon
siys we must take the Award or we will be guiley of & breach
of faith. It may be 8o in sowme degree ; but in reference to
the Loan Bill, did not the British Government introduce a bill
nto the ltu[-'li.Ll P arliament to guaranice the lvan and after-
wards withdrew it?  Was this, then, not a breach of faith as
great as woald be our rejection of the Award. 1 believe il
we would but guarantee the ioterest vn the loau, it would g
n great way with the Duke of Neweastle. The hon. mewber
from Port il boasts that Pe would purchase an estate hiwm-
self eud sell it ¢ cust and charges

Jject. ere :
equal right to state our opinions and legislate on the matter

ours :lves as Her Majosty ‘s sabjects. The Commissioners have.
how-ver, recommended it, and we can take it up atany time.
The hon member for Princetown, Mr. Sinelair, has put the
matter in a very clear light; the way which he did so does
credit alike to bis ingenuity and to his standing as a member |
of this [louse. We are under no necessity te rush headlong |
in for the loan; but by confirming the Award, and getting
the arbitration clanse to work, the Joan might afterwards be
found useful. It woald be difficalt to obtain a lean in Eng-
land, if capitalists found that it was to be taken up in drib-
lets of £500 or a £1000. Go with such a proposal to the
Rothschilds and they would laugh at the idea. If we were
going to take up a loan in such small sums, we would require |
to go to a third rate capitalist, and he would charge six or |
seven per cent.  When we are prepared for the loan, we may j
get the whole £100,000 for some 4 per cent. In reply to the |
hon. member for King's County, I must say that 1 give him |
ceredit for eonsisteney in regard to this matter of the Commis- |
able manner in which he has advanced
his views ; but, Sir, we have seen them all in the Ezaminer
during the last few wonths. With respect to the despateb
before the Committee, he says it dves not appear to be the in-
tention of the Duke of Newcastle that we should take any
legislation upon it. e passed very smoothly over that part
ch says that it is to be laid belore the Legislature, and |
going on for some time, usked if we were going to stul- |
tily ourselves by any action on the Award, in face of the ob-

jections made to it by the Duke of Newcastle? But are we,

because his Grace objected to one or two clauses, to take up our

hats and walk out of this House? IHave we not the right to

discuss the whole merits of the case, and then legislate on the

matter. Are we to possess the rights of free wen. or are

we to be mere serfs? In respect to the Eleetive Council Bill, |
that hon. member said we ought not to be such serfs as to be

tied down to the opivion of the Colonial Minister, aund that|
he had a constitutional right to express his views on the sub- |
I agree with him there, and also say that we have an |

mission, and for the

under consideration. But be is opposed to legislation in refe- |

rence to the Award, because the Duke of Newcastle did not |
give us a carte-blanche upon it.
- Fored Opposition presented his resolution yesterday, there was some
s proprictor bad 3 meeting lately with his tensuts and offere consistency in it, because then we understood that he was in

W hen the hon. leader of the

favor of vonfirming the Award and guaranteeing the loan in
the same bill ; but now he appears to be in favor of a sepa-
rate Bill, which is quite a different matter. This change,
» was made to gain the support of his friends.

Hon. Mr. COLES—I did not say it was to be a separate
Bill, but I understood so.

Hon. Mr. LONGWORTH-Tt is impossible that we should
know the intention of the houn. member. Now he says we |
must have a separate bill. |

Hon. Mr. COLES—If the Government think they can carry |
it out in one Bill, I have no objections that they should do

0.

Hon. Mr. LONGWORTH~—It would be folly to attempt
anything of the kind. 1 will not Tollow the two leaders of |
the Opposition throngh their objections to the different parts
of the Award. This subject has been thoroughly vcmilulmi‘i
n the Colony ; and now the report of the Commissioners has |

beem printed, and the people can judze for thewselves. These | gountry at the next election—which I hope is not far distant | est sum that could be received at 1s., because with some |

two hon. members denounce the Award, but what remedy do
they propound ? They have come forward with no schewme in|
hieu of it. The only proposition which tl.ey bring forward is
the amendment of the hon. leader of the Upposition, and that
is included in our own resolution. The Comwissioners felt
that they had a difficalt task, but they have given a decision
which 1 think will be received with favour throughout the
length and breadeh of the land. 1 feel confident, at least that
the opinion of the great body of the people is thas the Award
shoald be confirmed. The 1500 acre clause may not be such as
we could wish; but the question is,should the Award be rejected
on aecount of two or three ebjectionable parts 2 We cannot
cut and earve it ; we must take the whole Award. One of
the principal benefits it will confer is the remission of :\rrv-m-i
of rent. itis well known that the arrears ean now be col-
lected tor 15, 13, or 20 years back. On some estates the ar-
rears have acecumnlated to £20,000 ; snd these the Comumis-
sioners have struck off by one dash of the pen. I give the
hon. member for St Peter’s eredit for his consistency in op- |
posing the Award, but I cannot give him credit for suggesting
any other remedy. i

Hon. Col. GRAY—I stated yesterday that no amount of
speechifying could weaken the matter befure us ; the Award
is an accomplished fact. My resolution in fayvor of confirming
it is before the Committee,—vote for it or not. Some hon.
members do not agree with we, but I have not heard any |
sound arguments to show that l am w error. The hen. mew- |
ber for King's County favored us this morning with a lengthy |
harangue, bat the most of his remarks were foreign to thesub
Jjeet.  As for the hon. leader of the Uppocition he makes such
singular statements that [ am foreed to believe that he draws

upon his imagination for his facts, and that imagination is a |
What have we to do with the Loan Bill the |
Micmac Indians, and several other subjects referred to by the |
Comuissioners made no award with |

most fertile one.

member? The
The hon. member states that he understood
[ had offered to become an arbit-ator for the tenantry. This
is not the fact, for I never wmade an offer of the kind. lle
also says that [ stated that the land on Lot 34 is worth 20
years purchase, but that the land at Belfast is not worth so
wuch. What 1 did say will be found at page 23 of the Par-
liamentary Reperter. The proprietor of the land at Little
York, who I understood would not dispose of it all, 1 said
would be compelled by the Award to sell at 20s. an acre,

hon.
respect to such.

while in some parts of the Island,where the land was inferior |

to that on Lot 34, the people, by the arbitration clause, might
oot have to pay more than 5s. an acre.

Hon. Mr. COLES—The inference [ drew was that the ten- |
antry at the oue place were to pay 20s.,and those at the other

J3. 4n acre.

Hon. Col. GRAY—The inference, then, was a most unfair | an Elective Legislative Council Bill, presented a draft which | cor iy o different shiape, he would move that the Comuwittee |

one. Arrears ol rent have also been referred to. £20,000 is
nearer than £10,000 to the amount that might be eollected
even to the last farthing, if the Award did not come into ope-
ration. This great burden of 30, 60, 70 or £80 will be thrown
off the tenant’s neck.

Hon. Mr. WHELAN—I wenld ask the hon. member if the
arrears are to be given up, unless the tepant has made ai-
rupgewments to purchase?

Hon. Col. GRAY—The hon. member who has risen—or to

use his own expression if 1 had risen—**the hon. member who !
) intercupts wme,”’ has the Award before him ; it speaks for it-|

seli. The bon. Jeader of the Opposition in referring to the
loan, secmed to think that the Commissioners said that all

He would this way baye which shyuld be sllowed the proprictors for the Jand was 25! second sime.

jecting the Award

lon Mr. COLES—The hon. wmember appears to think thr\t’
some of the Opposition will support his resolution. Those
on this side of the House never pretended to oppose it alto-
gether, when he said it was to include the whole Award. Bat
now we have his statement that the loan is no part of the
Award ; and his resolution does not refer to the loan at all.
L cannot let his statement go forth to tho eountry that if we
obtain the loan we shall have to take the whole atonce. This
18 ouly to mislead the people. The hon. member for the se-
cond district of Queen’s County said that the Rothschilds
would not give a loan on such terms. 1 do not say they
would ; but I maintain that such a loan as we require would
be a great benefit to the small capitalists of Britain. The
loan is the first matter referred to in the Award, and my re-
solution is in favor of a Bill being introduced to carry out
the first recommendation of the Commissioners. In reference
to the concluding remarks of the hon. mewmber for Belfast, I'|
may say that I believe we will stand as well before the coun |
try, at the next election, as the supporters of the Government.
ile seems to hold out a threat to those on this side of the
House ; bag, Sir, I-shall not hold out any threat.

Hon. Col. GRAY~—1 do not hold out any threat. Isaid I
would test who are the friends of the people.

Hon. Mr. POPE—I do not intend to say much in this mat-
ter. 1 comsider there is scarcely any alternative for us, but |
to conlirm the Award, since this House agreed by a vote 18 to |
8 to leave the difficulties between landlord and tenant to ar- |
bitration. I was not a little sarprised to hear the hon. mem-

ber for King's County asking us to stultify ouarselves by re- | from 1s. up to £30. Those that had £50 could go to the | of the working of the clause. .
The question, Sir, is not whether we (geuerul bank. He thought that between 5s. and £10 wasa | heen generally known that such petitions were to be broughs

But I am willing to test this question | 10OT¢ from waut of consideration than from any opposition

jearnings might be kept sately ; and he thought such a bank

{ would thcn have an opportunity of gaining interest on what
little money they might at any time have at their disposal.

adopt the mcasure, providing it did not entail any burden on
the country. There were some details waating in the Bill,
which the Legislative Council could not take up as it was a
money measure,
hou. and learned member for East Point, that £20 should be
paid to the Deputy Treasurer per anoum, until the sum de-
posited amounted to £2000 ; and as the interest to be allowed
was 4 per cent,there would be a difference of 2 per cent which
would meet working expenses. All that the Government
would have'to pay would be the little expense of stationary
and printing. He thought it would be well for the Deputy

{ Bess,

to the principles of the Bill. When an institution of this
kind was established, the poor man had a place where his

would be u benefic here, as the swmall farmer and the artisan

He was of opinion that the Ilouse should not hesitate to

Bat it was intended, as explained by the

I'reasurer to-appropriate one day in the week for this busi-

Hon. Mr. LATIRD asked if the Deputy Treasurer would
undertake the work,

lating to the recovery of Small Debts restricting the imprison-
ment of debtors to sums over £10, may be repealed or other-
wise dealt with as to the House may seem meet.

. The House then went into the order of the day fer taking
into consideration the petitions lying on the table,

All the ordinary road petitions were severally referred to
the members for the different distriets.

_The petition of divers inhabitants of Cascumpee and its
vicinity, praying a repeal of tho section of the Small Debt
Act restricting the imprisonment of debtors to sams of £10,
having been read, it was resolved that the House go into a
,(i::mmltt.celof the whole u: consider the prayer of said petition.

e several petitions on the table praying for a simil j
were referred to the same Commitl:oe:y " e

Hon. Mr. PERRY said when this clause was introduced inte
the Small Debt Act he did not think a change would be re-
quired se soon. Ile believed, however, that it had worked
well enough. When credit was too accessible it was no ad
vantage. He could prove that there had been far less sucing
in his part of the country since the non-imprisonment clause
had come mto operation. This was a benefit, because when
merchants took it into their head to sue there was a great deal
of expense connected with it. If persons could not buy any-
thing on aecount of this clause without paying down for it,
they should become honest men, and then they would get
credit, Ile was aware that last year there had boen scarcel
more than one-third of the summonses issned compared witz
what bad been in former years. Ile could not su port the re-
peal of the clause, unless he heard good reasons rought for~
ward for the change.
Mr. HOLM remarked

that the hon. member who had just
sat down was the first person whom he had met that was sa~
tisfied with the clause. Ile (Mr. I ) thoaght it had worked
injuriously to all parties. The hon. member had said that
there was less sneing than before ; but probably the reason
was that the debtor had set the creditor at defiance. It ope-
rated against the poor man’s getting eredit,because merchants
sometimes did not know who were the honest men. Il
thought it would be the duty of the 1ouse to repeal the clause
inquestion. .

Hon. Mr. POPE said when the last amendment to the Smail
Debt Act was passed it was considered a great advanco in the
scale of civilization, it being thought almost barbarous to im-
prion a man for debt. Though the hon. member, Mr. Perry,
says the people in his district are satisfied with the Act as'it
now stands, yet bere is a petition signed by about 1000 per-
sons, and most of them are his coustituents, praying for a
repeal of the clauso referred to. It is not only signed
by the mercbants but by all classcs of the community.
[The hon. member then mentioned the nawmes of some partios
who had signed the petition, and gave a case or two where
parties had come to the Island, remained a short time and did
husiness, and hecome indebted to several persons to an amount
not exceeding £10, and then went off with the money in their
pockets.] I thousht it ought to be placed in no person’s
power to set creditors thus at defiance. 1t was no more just
that an individual owing £9 19s. 114d. should be allowed to
get clear than one owing £10. 1 will submit a resolution on
this matter.

louse adjourned for one hour,

WepxespaYy ArreErRvoon, March 26.
Mr. DAVIES advocated the repeal of the clause which,
instead of working beneficially, had the effeet of preventing
crediv being given.  While he approved of the principle of
the clagse, and was reluctant to adopt « retrograde principle,
he was bound to say that the clause was not applicable to the

| country,

Mr. McNEILL eonld see no reason why, if a man was liable
to imprisonment for £10, ke should not be liable for £9 19s.
LLe operation of the clause had been injurious. [t had pre-

Hoo. Mr. LONGWORTH thought he would have no

objection to take the office with the additional remuneration. |

Hon. Mr. COLES bad no objection to the intention of the |

Bill, but thought the plan contemplated would certainly give |
a great deal of trouble to the Deputy Treasurer, as he saw |

vented worthy, but poor men, obtaining neecssary supplies.
Hon. Mr. KELLY-—The petitions had been got up by mer-
chants and other dealers who were in the habit of eharging
100 per cent on their goods. That the petitions were frowm
parties pecumiarily interested, could be inferred from the fact
that sowe of them were signed by Commisssioners of Swall
Debts.  They should not abolish the clause hastily. 1a the

| by the provisions of the Bill that sums were to be received | neighborhood in which he resided, there were no complainis

e believed that if it had

are satisfied with the Award in every respect; but are we sufficient range. The interest allowed at the Bank was only beloro them, more of a contrary chasacter would have boen

doing our duty as honest men to set it aside. He, however, |
argues that we should apply for the loan. If we were to ap- |
ply for it only, what would the British Government say?
They would say these men are not be trusted; they asked
for an arbitration before and would not abide by it; if we
guarantee them a loan to-day, they will object to pay it to-|
MOTTOw. l

Mr. OWEN—I shall support the resolution introducea by |

|

the hon. leader of the Government, because I believe it is to ' Treasury. DBesides, it would be a loss to the Colony, be-

take the Award and get all out of it weean. [ am, however,

not of the opinion entertained by members of the Government

that no benefit is to be derived from the loan. I think it is|
the part of the Award which is to do the most good. Ido|
not consider much is to be gained by the arbitration clause. |
It was said when the Land Purchase Bill was passed that the |
proprietors would not sell ; but we saw that some of them did |
sell. I shall support the resolution as brought in by the hon.

member, Col. Gray ; and if the present Government does not}
go for the loan, perhaps the next m::‘y. I think, as it is set |
so prominently forward in the Award, if we apply for it we|
shall probably be successful. Near the last of the Award the |
Commissioners say they ‘*cannot close this branch of their re- |
port, without again expressing their conviction that the pur-

chase of the estates, by the negotiation of a loan through the |
Imperial Government, presents advantages so manifest that |
they cannot too strongly recommend its adoption, in prefer-|
ence to all other plans for the settlement of those unhappy

disputes.”” They thus recommend the loan in the strongest |
terms. Let us then confirm the Award, and leave it to the
—to decide wliether they are in favor of the loan or not. {

The question was then put on Hou. Mr. Coles’ amendment
in reference to introducing a Bill to guarantee the intercst on |
a loan of £100,000. |

For the amendment—1Ifons. Messrs. Coles, Whelan, Kelly ;
Mesers. Conroy, Cooper, Doyle—6.

Against it—Ions. Col. Gray, Haviland, Longworth, Perry,
Thornton, Hensley, McAulay, Wightman, Speaker, Yeo,
Pope, Laird ;
gomery, Beer, J. Yeo, MeNeill, Howat, Holm, Davies—23. |

Hon Mr. Whelen then moved, in amendment of the resolu-

|

tion introduced by Hon. Col. Gray, to strike out all after the | T'his was not the case, as it was well known that they were | were signed by many others than werchants.

preamble, and at the end thereof insert the following :—
“But it does not appear to be the intention of the Secretary |

{ of State for the Colonies that the ssid copy of the Awud
should be made the busis of any legislation for the present, |caleulated

3 per cent, and if £50 could be deposited this way on Go-
veruwent secarity, there would be a rush to the Treasury.

Hoa. Mr. HAVILAND also thought that 1s. was too
trifling a sum to enter, and that 10s. was about little enough.
He likewise considered that if public opinion took hold of
tho matter, keeping the accounts, &c., of the Savings Bank |
would take up more time than the other business of thez
|
cause, as the mouey might be called for at 8 days’ notioe.tbcz
Treasurer would bave to keep a large amount in haud, in |
which case he would be able to invest very little of what was
deposited in the public funds, That the sum of £50 should
be received was perfectly ridiculous, as was justly remarked
by the hon. leader of the Opposition. He was of opinion
that a bank of the kind was very little required in this coun-
try, where Treasury warraats could be obtained. DBat this
was 8 pet scheme of the President of the Legislative Coun-
cil, ani it was a pity if, after so many attempts, his desire
could not be gratified,

Hon. Mr. McAULAY said the principal objection to the
Bill appeared to be that the Savings Banﬁ“‘vould take up the
time of the Treasurer, and cause him as much trouble as his
other work ; in which case the question would be, should he
not receive double pay ?  If this had ¢o be dune it was more
than the country could afford.

Mr. COOPER thought it would be well to leave the small-

labouring persons, if they allowed their money to lie untl it
amounted to 5s., they might buy something with it they did

resented.

Mr. HOWAT—T1¢ might be the daty of the House to re-
peal the clause, in accordance with the petitions, but they
should be careful to make its provisions bear equally upon
sll.  As the Act stood, a patty iwprisoned for a debt exceed-
ing ten pounds could take the benciit of the lnsolvent Debtors
Act; but if they now abolished the ¢lause referred to, an
imprisoned debtor to a less amount would be compelled o feed
himself while in jail.

Mr. BEER—The clausé had worked badly, and had ereated
general dissatisfaction, not solely amongst the mereantile, but
the other, cl of the ity, without reference to bu-
siness or political relations. Since the Aet had come into
operation, there had been filed no less than 292 Bills of Sale,
ot which, there was no doubt, the majority were executed
with the fraudulent intentivn of preventing creditors obtain-
ing their debis. Instances of that nature were constantly oe-
curring, and unless the clause were repealed, many a poor
man would be unable to obtain even seed grain.

Uon. Mr. YEO—The Act operatzd injuriously to hoth ere-
ditor and debtor.  The poor man was unable to obtain credit,
and he believed that portion of the popalation whieh required
credit were willing that the clause _should be repealed.

Hon. Mr. HENSLEY — While his individual opinion was
opposed to & return to the forwer system, yet the opinion of
the country was manifested §) decidedly that he fele it almoss
a matter of duty to accede to the prayers of the petitioners,
who wight be rogarded as asking permissien to go to jul.
Whatever resolations wmight be iutroduced, he trusted thas
protection would be afforded to the honest poor wan. There
was something revolting in the idea of imprisoning a man
whose inability to pay a debt had arisen, not through dis-

Bot X'cvllli!'t‘.

Mr. DAVIES gaid it should be ascertained whether the
Deputy Treasurer would undertake the duties which he would
be required to perform under the provisions of the Bill. He

1s., becaase it was well known that there were improvident

Messrs. Sinelair, Owen, Douse, Ramsay, Mont- | persons who would spend their money if they had t) allow it |

w remain until 1t awounted to 53. It had been stated that
parties wishing to lend meney could get Treasury warrants.

spoken for bafore they were issued.

Mr. BEER would go for the sum being as low as 53. The
interest on that fora year would be 3d,which would be easily
le thoughs the Bill would bring a great deal of

inasmuch as that 11is Grace has not submitted the original | mouey into circulatiou which was now laid up. That there

or offieial copy, nor intimated uny desire to have the p
copy confirmed by the local legislatare : s
cretary has declared, in his Despatch of the Teh Febraary,
1562, ‘that one of the principal provisions in the Award,
namely, that in reference to local arbitrations, is of
** insuperable objections,’”’ which he proposes to obviate by

some ** fresh sagwestions’’ at & future opportunity—thus ma- | £50, a8 then the poor farwer in the country wight be enabled |
| nifesting his desire that legislation on the whole subject of

the Award should be postponed : And whereas, the recommen-
dation for a loan of £100,000, s0 earnestly urged by the Royal
Commissioners, in order to buy out the claims of the propri-

| etors, is not favorably entertained by the Colonial Minister ;

and the other principles of the Award being such as are only
calenlated to confirm proprietary claims without conlerring
any benefits on the tenuntry :

xEFore Resorven, That in the opinion of this Com-
mittee, no advantage would acerue from passing a Bill to con-
firm the award of the Royal Commission, until, at least, such
timo as the Colonial Minister shall have fully declared the
views of the lmperial Government on the several questions
submitted to them in the said Award, aud when Lis Grace
{ the Duke of Newcastle shall have furnished the ** fresh sug-
gestions’” promised by him.”

Foing.
s "t . . . -

The original resolution was then put and carried, after
which the Speaker took the chair.
| about being put on the resolution, Hon. Messrs. Coles and

| voting against them, as did the Speaker in Committee.

| was read a first time,

{ House adjourned.

| Savises Bayg Bree.

| On motion of Hon. Mr. Haviland, the engrossed Bill
from the Couscil to establish a Savings Back in Prince kd-
{ ward Island, was read a first tiwe.

| Hon. Mr. HAVILAND said upon principle be was not

opposed to a Saviogs Bauk, but he had not given this Bill

any eousideration ; however, he would move that the teuth

!rulu of the

Weosespay, March 26,

And whereas, the Se- | that quite a number on’ the Selkirk estate purchased their jadice of the poor man.

| farms, and imwediately paid in the first instalment. He was
{of opimion that not more than £10 should be allowed to be

still he thought the sam might be allowed to accumulste o

to collect us much as would purchase his farm.
Ion. Mr. THORNTON satd a Bill of this kind was brought
!down some years ago, and the principal objection to it then
was that it would encumber the Treasury. If those whe in-
troduced this matter were sincere they would have organized
it independently of the Treasury. lnother countrics Savings
Banks did not appear to be working well, as losses were sus-
| tained through delinquents. lle was altogether opposed to
| te Bill in its present shape.
| Hon. Mr. HENSLEY did not see how the scheme could be
self-sustaining, if the intercst allowed was to-be 5 per ceat.

honesty, bat misfortune. As the law at present stood ,a party,
not having disposessed himself of properry after the inception
| of the suit on which he was imprisoned, was entitied to his
| discharge ; but a transfer after the contraction of the debt

| thought it wouid be quite proper to reecive sums as low as | might be fraudulent, as being made in view of avviding pay-

went.

Mr. MONTGOMERY, although reluctant, would, in consi-
| deration of the numerous signatures to the petitions, give s
| vote tn favor of the repeal of the clause.  Those petitious
He was of
| opinion that many people took eredit who need not ask it.
| He trusted that every precaution would be taken to prevent
| the undue detention and committal of a debtor.
i, Mr. DOYLE was not (n favor of imprisoning a man becauso
{ he might be unable to pay a debt; but he was compelled to

rinted | was money in the country was shown by the circumstance | express his conviction that the clause had worked to the pro-

He knew that when the time for
the operation of the old Act was about expiring, a most un-
| usual number of suits were broughtagainst poor people, who,

wen to | deposited in one year, in order to exclude a certain class ; but | unless the clause was altered, would, in a great number of

| instances, be unable to obtain seed.

Hon. Me. HAVILAND expressed his regret that the pebi.

| tioners should have asked for & measare of a retrogressive cha-

!racter. In 1860 he had advocated the abolition of imprison-
ment for debt for all sums under £10, in the belief that it was
but the initiatory step towards the abolition of imprisonment
for debt altogether. 'The clause had been inserted as a feeler,
to test how far a principle, sound in theory, could be satis-
factorily carried into practice in the Island. The petiticns
and the observations made upon them would seem to argue a

| deficient standard of morality in the Island, for they virtaally
said that men would not pay theie debts under £10 unless

| they were liable to be sent to goal. It was a strangs thing

inquiries had been made, and it was ascertained that it could  that an examination of the signatures to the petitions showed
not be carried out in connection with the Treasury without | that the parties desirous of reverting to the provision of the

detriment to the public service.

A great objection was, that | old law were not exclusively merchunts and traders, but the

a8 the money could be taken out at auny time,s large amount  possible victims of the solicited alteration. This was to be

would have always to be kept on hand.

| inferred from the character of the writing. There had cer-

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND was of opinion that the Bill would | tainly been an extraordinai y numbor of Bills of Sale execated
This amendment was lost on the same division as the fore- not work at all. e was under the impresssion that the offi- | since the new law had come into force, and doubtless many of

{ cers of the Treasury had been consulied, but on inguiry he
found that the Ue;»u? Treasurer instead of being cunsalted

| them had been executed with a view of preventing creditors
| getting the property of their debtors. e would, in considera-

When the question Was | w.q alarmed at the idea of having such an amount of addi- | tion of the atlegations of the petitioners, and in view of the

: tional labour imposed upon him, as be thought the proposed fact that there were no counter petitions,vote for the abolition
| Whelan moved their amendments in succession, which were | siness would require the grester part of bis time. 1f,then,  of the clause.

lost 23 to 6 as in Committee, the chairman, Mr. Satherland, | g oh un institation was required, a separate office would have |
* | 1o be established with a salary of £200 at least. Unless some | debt should be at the charge of his maintcnance, snd that the

i Hon. Mr. Haviland,from the Spc'.'xal Committee,to bl‘f]}g in hon. wewmber would make a Pmp‘jj;ion to introdace the mat- | Government should not be called apon for his WPW"-

rise without reporting.

Hon. Mr. YEO thought that whoever imprisoned a man for

Hoan. Mr. PEERY covincided in this opinion. A jal was io-
tended for malefactors not debtors, and, assach, was support-

After a few vther hon. members had expressed similar opi- {ed by the public. The petiticas had been got up by moer-
nious on the Bill the Committee ruse, and the Chairman made | chauts and dealers, who could easily indace peopls to sign.

| no report.

lie found that no more than sowe forty nawes of the F

A number of petitions were then presented among which | people had been signed to the petitions,—that ma bave per-

were the following :

By Hon. Mr. Pope—a petition of John Haszard, Thomas

| Linkletter, and other inhabitans of Prince County.

| By lon. Mr. Yeo—a petition of divers inhabitants of Cas-

cumpee and 1ts vicinity.

By Mr. Conroy—a petition of divers inhabitauts of Lots 1| £2 or £3. as costs ou & paliry suit, for a fow shillings.

«a0d 2.

Ilouse be suspended, and the Bill be now read 3| By Mr. Douse—a petition of divers iuhabitants of Belfust | views of the wajority.
He understood the Saviegs Dauk wes uot to' and 11s yicinity,—all prayiog that the section of the Act re-

| hgps arisen from the igaorance imputed to them by the hon.
wmember,Mr. Beer. lﬁa knew that ic Prince County there was
far less suing than there had Leen, prior to the enactwent of
the present law, and that fact showed that it had worked to
the advautage of the poor man, who, sometimes, had to pay

| Hon. Me. LAIRD denicd shat the petitious repressuted the

(T be contanued. )



