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Memorable Incident

The House of Commons has at
last put its stamp of approval on
the $10 old age pensions increase,
after an acrimonious controversy
in the preliminary stages of the oill
that reflected no credit on anybody.
Tt is worth recalling this incident,
if only as a warning example of
how debate can degenerate inteo
vulgar shouting and name-calling,
regardless of the issue in dispute,
which in this case was of grave con-
cern to hundreds of thousands of
our aged citizens.

Worth recalling, too, is the fact
that one backbencher, Mr. Colin
Cameron, NDP member for Na-
naimo-Cowichan, rose to the occas-
fon, and like a school-master taming
an unruly mob of delinquents,
brought the disputants to their
senses. His caustie words fell like
a whip on bare backs.

Rarely has Parliament witnessed
such an incident, as Mr. Cameron
rose to protest against the disorder-
ly conduct of the previous night,
then went on to suggest “that those
who have been using this bill as a
political football should realize that
the old age pensioners of this coun-
try are not interested in whether or
not this party or that party misled
them. They are interested in some
yolief from the straitened eircum-
stances of their lives.”

Then the speaker launched into
his indictment. “It was perhaps too
much to be hoped,” he said, “that
hon. members, having raised them-
selves to the economic level of
$18,000 a year in a society that
measures all virtue in dollars, would
have improved their intellectual
contributions to this chamber. Af-
ter all, intellectual contributions are
dependent upon intellectual capac-
ities. But surey it was not too much
to hope that having accepted—shall
we say with graciousness and a cer-
tain alacrity—this generous treat-
ment on the part of the people of
Canada, some hon. members might
at least have taken some lessons in
elementary civilized behaviour.

“A fool is always difficult to
endure. A well-mannered fool is less
unendurable than a lout. I would
suggest, Mr. Chairman, that mem-
bers of this House should bear in
mind that the public are watching
them, watching them with a very
much more critical eye than they
did before the recent increase in
the indemnities of the members of
Parliament. T hope that we are not
again going to be treated to the
disgraceful exhibition to which we
were treated yesterday.”

A stunned silence followed this
castigation. Then the House, to its
eredit, responded with applause and
got down to business.

Mr. Macmillan’s lliness

British Prime Minister Macmil-
lan's regreitable illness came on
the eve of the convention of the
Conservative Party which opened
at Blackpool yesterday. The result
is that any decision on the question
of party leadership, due to be aired
at the convention, will be held over
until the outcome of Mr. Macmillan’s
condition is known.

This is the 82nd annual confer-
ence of Britain’s oldest political
party, and it meets at a time of
deepening crisis both for its more
than 13 million supporters and for
its leader. Setbacks at home and
abroad have tarnished the Conser-
vative claim to good government.
The Profumo scandal has not yet
died down. Labor Party ranks have
been reformed under the able

rﬂbdwwm;&m‘

in U.S.

is a general election in the offing,
and Tory prospects, under Mr. Mac-
millan, do not seem bright.

Will he step down, or will he be
pushed out by those who believe
that new blood is needed to give the
kind of leadership the public wants
at this time? Young Conservatives
are said to be plumping for Reginald

Maulding, 46, Chancelor of the Ex-
chequer. Other contenders are Iain
Maceod, 49, joint chairman of the
party, Edward Heath, 47, who led

Britain’s team in the abortive nego-
tiations for membership in the
European Common Market, and Mr.
Butler, acting Government leader,
who is 60.

Meanwhile, genuine concern is
being felt about the Prime Minister’s
health. A message sent to him from
{he convention expressed, along
with best wishes for a successful
operation, “deep affection and ad-
miration.” The party owes him that,
at least.

Mr. Macemillan stepped into the
breach following Sir Anthony Eden’s
resignation as Prime Mirister, at a
time when the government was un-
der heavy criticism. He did a won-
derful job of fence mending in the
period following the Suez crisis. I¢
in late years he has had a number
of grievous troubles, it is not likely
that a successor would find the go-
ing any easier. His illness at this
time, indeed, may serve to remind
his followers that they could go
farther and fare worse in their
choice of a leader. It could, on the
other hand, influerce Mr. Macmillan
in deciding, on his own account, to
call it a day.

Older Then The Garter

Ceremonies connected with the
old orders of chivalry still provide
some colourful pageantry in Britaii,
as noted in a recent British broad-
cast. Particular reference was made
to the installation of new knights
of “The Most Noble Order of the
Garter” in St. Géorge's Chapel,
Windsor, and to the occasion, re-
cently, when Australia’s Prime Min-
ister, Sir Robert Menzies, was in-
stalled as a Knight of the Thistle in
St. Gile’s Cathedral, Edinburgh.

Although the Garter, founded in
1348 by King Edward ITI, is Brit-
ain’s premier order of knighthood,
Scotland’s Order of the Thistle
claims to be even older. Leading
experts—including the Lord Lyon
King of Arms, present heraldic
chief in Scotland and Secretary of
the Order—believes its history goes
back to 787, and the great victory
won that year by Angus McFergus,
King of the Picts who routed the
English at Athilstonford near
Edinburgh, having been inspired—
according to tradition—by seeing
“the white cross of St. Andrew ap-
pear on the azure sky.”

Again, according to tradition,
Angus McFergus after the battle
sailed from East Lothian to Fifa to
meet the boat carrying the bones
of St. Andrew from the Mediter-
ranean to Scotland—and so the cult
of St. Andrew started in Scotland,
and many believe the order itself
began.

And it was from the habits and
customs of very early times that
many of the rules of this famous
order were derived. The thistle
chapel was formerly at Holyrood
Abbey—now a ruin; but since 1911
it has been in the southeast corner
of the Cathedral of St. Giles in
Edinburgh. On ceremonial occasions
the Knights of the Thistle wear a
green mantle and ribbon, blaek
bonnets with white plumes, gold
collars and the magnificent jewel
of the order—a St. Andrew's Cross.

EDITORIAL NOTES

For the time being at least, the
question of higher pensions for the
blind, disabled and needy persons
between the ages of 65 and 70 has
been shelved by the Pearson Gov-
ernmnt. It will be discussed, says
Health Minister LaMarsh, at the
federal-provincial  conference in

November,
.

Last week the U.S. Senate pro-
vided a public forum for the na-
tion’s ex-Presidents. It did so by a
simple change of the Senate’s rules
which stipulates that from now on,
any former Presidents—those now
living are Herbert Hoover, Dwignt
D. Eisenhower and Mr. Truman—
may talk on the Senate floor after
giving appropriate notice to the
Senate’s presiding officer. But they
may not vote. K
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"DISGRACEFUL -- HOW DO | GET SOME?”

OTTAWA REPORT by Patrick Nicholson

Time To Curb Those Parliamentary Antics

The Playboys of Parliament
Hill are having a wonderful

ime.

During the first three days of
their resumption of work, after
their two months of holidays
withpay, they established
nearly as many records as d i
““The Bums” in the baseball
World Series.

They reduced the House of
Commons to an oratorical sham-
bles, such as memory does not
recall except during the shame-
ful 1956 Pipeline debate. They
merited and received from Colin
Cameron the most biting tongue-
lashing heard in_the Chamber
since that same New Democrat
from Nanaimo gave a similar
castigation to the then Prime
Minister, John Diefenbaker, in
January 1958. They set up a
shameful mark in truancy from
the important reassembly of
Parliament, coupled with un-
justified part-time attendance
‘among those who did condescend
to_return to work,

Veteran observers here assess
our parliamentary proceedings
as having sunk to an unpre-
cedented depth of shameful lack
of dignity and responsibility,
married by partisan bickering
and needless delay.

This is The House of Inferior-
ities
WIDESPREAD CRITICISM

It seems as if, having voted
themselves an 80 per cent in-
crease in pay, within four
months of accepting an implied
five year contract at a_stated
salary, many of our M.Ps are
now intent upon showing their
contempt for their obligations to
the nation. The wave of critl-
cism of their irresponsible con-
duct is_increasing, with ample
Justification.

here is no roll call of atten-
dance in the House of Commons.
But there are roll call votes at
irregular intervals, which serve
as an indication of attendance.

On the second day of the
resumed session, there were two
such votes: one at about 4.30
p.m. and the other some halt
hour after the termination of the
two hour supper break.

For the first vote, the atten-
dance included 105 out of 129
Liberals; 69 out of 95 Conserva-
tives, 21 out of 24 Social Credit-
ers, and 10 out of 17 New Demo-
crats. There were thus 60 M.Ps
absent, or nearly one quarter of
the total membership of the
House.

That same evening, the atten-
dance as recorded by a_second
vote, had dropped to 102 Liber-

s, 60 Conservatives, 16 Socreds
and 10 New Democrats. The
worst record, as is becoming
customary, was shown by the

Our Yesterdays

(From the Guardian Files)

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
October 10, 1938
Jeft Baldwin who has been
successful with his potato crop
E.L is shipping them this
week by steamer to Miami, Flo-
rida. Mr. Baldwin's crop of Bliss
Triumph averaged 350 bushels
to the acre. The steamer is now
loading at the Marine Wharf,
Summerside
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Conservative Party. Four more
Tories had drifted”back to work
during the day, but no less than
13 had not bothered to return for
the 2-hour evening session after
attending the 3%-hour afternoon
of work, evidently. These w e re
Messrs Cardiff, Diefenbaker,
Enns, Jones. Horner (Acadia),
Macquarrie, McBain, Mandziuk,
Martineau, ‘Neilson, Nugent, Pi-
geon and Valade.
NEEDLESS VOTES

The following afternoon
another vote was called. The
stiendance totalled 01 out of
the Ps. The 64 _absentees
ineluded 2 Liberals, 27 Tories,(
5 Socreds and 9 New Demo-
crats. On this vote, the Opposic
tion lined up solidly against the
Liberal government, except that
Socred leader Bob Thompson
and his three western followers
voted with the government,
which won the vote by 105 to 1.

Had it lost the vote, Prime
Mnister Pearson would have
been obligated to produce the
nuclear arms agreement made
with USA, an agreement which,

he reasonably asserted, should

not be in the
mm'm of national and NATO
security.

This vote, it could well be ar-
gued, was a needless vote which
needlessly wasted time; Opposi-
tion Leader Diefenbaker could
well have accepted the conten-
tion that su'eh an agreement
should not be made public for
our potential enemies to see. In
the same way, the two votes on
the previous day, in which Tory
House leader Churchill and So-
cred breakaway Gregoire ap-
pealed rulings by the Speaker,
were, it could be argued, n
less it not improper parliame-
tary a

This Parliament should put
aside the partisan campaigning
in the Chamber, which is delay-
ing the Nation's business. The
state of the nation calls for ac-
tion by Parliament, with the op-
position offering construc-
tive criticism — which the gov-
ernment’s programme needs —
but not destructive delay.

Hungary And The West

Christian Science Monitor

Hungary's Foreign Minister,
Janps Peter, has just addressed
the United Nations General As-

| sembly for the first time since
there were dropped from the |

organization's agenda the reso-
lutions _condemning the savage
repression of the 1956 uprising
in his country. Significantly, Mr.
Peter spoke with apparent sin-
cerity when he called for support
of Soviet Premier Khrushchev's
policy—as he described it — of
accommodation with the West.

Five years ago, the changes
which have since taken place in
Hungary would have been incon-
ceivable, Hungary is still in the
hands of Communists and under
Soviet tutelage; but internally,
there has been much lightening
of oppression, while externally
far wider contacts are allow
than before

Perhaps this would have come
about in_any case. But that
life has become more bearable
for most Hungarians with mch
speed and unexpéctedness i
some measure due to Ay
brave people who _sacrificed s o

much with such reckless cou-
rage seven falls ago. To that
extent, what they did was not in

<
E

Communism as a_ system or
bel.le! can never be defended by
se to whom individual free-
dom is one of the highest human
t it is unrealistic to
e that under the present
divisian of Europe, the. Soviet
Union would ever aliow Hungary
o be winkled out of the Soviet
Hoc, The best that can be hoped
for is that within the, bicc, c, the
Hungarian people
to move toward a lesl mnm.

atmosphere.
The West can help here by not
discouraging Hungarian feelers
they

for_closer contacts
economic or cultural. Of course,
that does not mean acquiescence
in everything for which the Hun-
garian Government asks. But
to meet every request with a
bolted door might force the Hun-
sarian people into deeper det-
pair — and back under the suf;
mmng absolutsm of & Rakos!
ora

Seekingml:‘arger Role

1t is reported that members of
the Liberal caucus in Ottawa
now seek a larger share in the
formation of par ty policy, and
even some conf over cabinet
performance. It is reported that
they will inaugurate a system of
committees, by which backbench
members will make detailed stu-
dies of polltlell nd lexlllldvi
‘problems
cabinet tmnki w'-
sible that lhe leerll caucus
may even make public their po-
licy statements. In this way it
could rally some public lwport
firi'sown views, and exes
some pressure on cabinet dedi-
The matter has probably been

brought to a head by the very
substantial increase in the mem-
bers’ pay. There may be some
anxiety that this pay may seem
extravagant in relation to the
apparently nominal role the
backbencher may seem to play.

This invigorating of the back-
bencher's role could result in

pose with the prime minister
and the cabinet. While the prime

Mllty lor thelr decisions.
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Abstinence
Is No’r Eas

By Dr. ore R. Dellen
Many llcnholl:l would  take

ence is not easy but this is what
the physician tries to encourage,

has the time and
patience. Success will not follow
threats and exaggerations and

T
m that his liver is getting e
(ch'rh sis).
Trell]ni an alcoholic is a dif-
ticult chore and many physi-
cians throw up their hands in
disgust, especially when the
goal is in sight and the patient
suddenly goes on a bender for
no apparent reason. This is to
expected, according to  Dr.
Robert A. Moore, bec-use al-
ohol is the only  this f im-
portance left o the drinker.
The possibility of belng curd
means the loss of
old John Bnrleyeorn ln lddmon.
many alcoholics are irrespon-
sible and immature emaunnll.
ly. They are dedicated to their

The alcoholic requires the ut-
most kindness, sympathetic in-
dulgence, and understanding.
Many physicians do not have
ﬂu temperament or inclination

to spend the hours required talk-
ing and counseling these men
and women. These patients are
unhappy and feel isolated and
depressed.

The home situation must be
fully understood because the al-
coholic is the family’s major
problem. All too often its mem-
bers promote continued drink
ing by taking an unrealistic at.
titude or refusing to recognize
that the drinker is sick.

should take care of the
llcoho]lc'! Alcoholics Anon-
ymous is ahelp but not all
drinkers benefit from this spirit-
ual approach. The family physi-
clan can do the job and, in
many communities, work with a
publicly supported clinic or with
a psychlatrist to bring the ill-
ness under control. Psychiatric
care is needed when the alco-
holic becomes psychotic or
when severe emotional upsets
bring on binges.

INFECTED PANCREAS

R. M. writes: Can  anything
beside alcoholic beverages
cause puncri:llhs'

LY
Yes. Many victims are alco-
holics but many more have gall
bladder disease, which plays a
more logical role. The pan-
creatic fluid and bile drain into
the intestine through a common
duct. This connection allows
bacteria from the infected gall
bladder to travel into the pan-
creas and induce infection.
NCER
L. L. writes: What causes
skin cancer on the face, other
than too much sun?
REPLY

Other possible causes include
frritation from tars, chemicals,
and friction. The chimney
sweeps of old London, for ex-
ample, developed malignancies
traced to this sort of irritation.
But in most instances the cause
of skin cancer s tot known.
NIMAL BITES
M. writes:
bites the most dangerous of all
anim:

NOTES BY

THE WAY

The main thing wrong with the

younger ﬂenenuon Ii‘ a lot of
us don’t belong to it any more
~—Montreal Star.

The pundits who declare that
cvilization is a failure, should
remember that it has rarely
been tried. — Stratford Beacon-
Herald.

“A woman has the legal right
to change her mind,” rules a
judge, thereby making a grace-
ful and chivalrous bow the
inevitable. — Oakville Journal-

When a man doesn't laugh at
a joke the reason may not be
that he doesn't know what ls
funny but that he does_know
what isn't funny. — Ottawa
Journal.

New York public school teach-
ers called off a threatened strike
and '1,00,000 students started
classes on time. Probably never
before has any strike had 1,00,
000 such ardent supporters. —
Windsor Star.

The onfon, leek and garlic arg
all members of the lly family,
No doubt they are sniffed at by
their relatives. — Oftawa Jour.
nal.

Once a necessity for France,
President de Gaulle has begun
© look like a luxury. Since he

me to power in.1958 rents
have nearly doubled, and prices
of 250 essentials have gone up
25 per cent. But wages, too have
risen at the rate of 10 per cent a
yeer. — Cristian Sclenice Mor.
tor.

Fishing is not quite as much
fun as the anglers make out.
They proudly show us pictures
of themselves posing with their
catches but omit snaps of the
cleaning operation. — Edmon-
ton Journal.

The world would beat a path
to the door of a plumber who in-
vented a gadget thet would
save a man llk!nl a uhower
from- being scal
body turns on lhe cold wlle'r
tap in the kitchen. — Ottawa
Journel.

The Balance In Kenya

By Rod Currie
Canadian Press Staff Writer
The Kenya independence | terrorized W‘hlte: and many
talks have bogged down in | African natives in 1950s.

London because Prime Minister
Jomo Kenyatta has belatedly
balked at accepting a govern-
mental system similar to that
in Canada.

The provisional = constifution,
drawn up after months of
bargaining, had in fact in-
cluded the idea of a federal
government along with seven
district or provincial govern-
ments, each with a legislature
and president o premier. At the
time all parties concern
agreed in principle.

Now the strongly nationalistic
Kenyaita, his hand strength-
ened in last May's general
elections, is seeking to change
the constitution in favor of a
British-style government, with
power concentrated in the fed-
eral authority and district as-
semblies reduced virtually to
county councils.

The Opposition Kenya African
emocratic Union, champion of
the smaller, more backward
tribes, is violently o i

The British government,
which m played a major part
in all these negotiations, Is
seeking a_compromise 2lthough
it always supported the
original constitution.

WANTS SAFEGUARDS

It insists on effective safe-
guards to establish a balance
between the two concepts but
is willing to discuss reasonable
arguments  consistent with this
positio

The basic difficulty is the
wide variance in regional and
tribal attitudes among the
tive population of the African

an‘

EPLY |
They are hnznrdnus because

the human mouth teems with
bacteria. But T would rather be
bitten by a human than by an al-
ligator or hippo, which can nip
off quite a hunk of fles]

FINGER BITING:

C. G. writes: Could you get |
cancer from biting the sk in
around the nails?

REPLY

Probably not, but hum
bites may be followed by intec-
tions that can be seriou:
TODAY'S ‘HEALTH HINT—
Don't ride double on one bike
as it makes balancing more dif-
ficult and prevents a cle
view.

| country, land of the dreaded

Kenyatta’s Kenya African Ni
tional Union draws its support
from the numerically strong
and politicelly experienced K
kuyu and Luo tribes of th
central,
regions.

In the May election the prime
minister, once jailed for seven
years for his Mau Mau activi-
ties, swept 82 of the 117 House
of Representative seats and won

.
eastern and Nyanza

He interpreted as a
mandate to change the constitu-
tion — and then the. trouble
| started.
| “The smaller tribes, concen-
trated In the coastal, western
| and Rift Valley areas
supporting KADU, fear a strong
central government could lead
to dictatorship by the influen-
tial Kikuyus.

They insist that the oomstita-
tion give wide
regions as protection -g.hm
usurpation of their rights and
status.

SLOW PROGRESS

So far the London conference
has_made slow progress—ac-
cording_to Commonwealth Sec-
retary Duncan Sandys “we are
plodding_along.”

Continued failure to agree
could force postponement of
independence, now set for Dec.
12, and upset an _elaborate
timetable involving Kenya and
neighboring Uganda and Tanga-

ik

ree hope to form a
Federation of East
A(rlcn and apply for United
Nations membership before the

| Mau Mau secret society that

UN session ends about the
week of December.
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