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Editorial 

The Axe-Man Cometh 
Raking students over the Coles 
As Tom Stoppard once wrote, *“There is an art 

to the building up of suspense.’’ In that case, 
Lloyd Axworthy is an artistic genius. Many 

moons have passed since we trembled at the 

announcement of Axworthy’s forthcoming docu- 

ment for social program reforms. Doomsayers 

had it pegged as a smokescreen for 

slashing social spending, especially since 
the obviously nervous Liberals delayed 

its release repeatedly. Now it’s out, and 

there is good reason to fear this **Coles 

Notes of social policy’’ as Bob Rae 
called it. The paper is both vague and 

threatening, and fiscal cuts are indeed at 

its heart. 
Unemployment Insurance, naturally, tops 

the list of targets. The document is particularly 

daring in its suggestions here, since UI is a 

federal program exempt from provincial med- 
dling. Proposals include further tightening of 

eligibility requirements, or a two~ticred system 

in which frequent or repeat users are not offered 

the same benefits. This is particularly ominous 
in the Maritimes, where seasonal staple indus- 

tries like fishing and forestry make regular un- 

employment (and the necessity of UI) a fact of 

life. It’s true that dependency on the program is 
a chronic problem here, but the government will 

have to come up with alternatives before it pulls 

the plug. 
More vague and tentative are the sugges- 

tions regarding subjects like welfare and edu- 
cation, since these and other areas fall under 

provincial jurisdiction. In fact, the only firm 

proposals in the document are those for UI. 

The sole certainty is spending cuts: even the 

Liberals admit cuts are imminent, and have 

..the bulk of university funding would 

be relegated to students through 

astronomical tuition 

increases. 

already begun. Cuts to UI highlighted the last 

budget, which also called for 1.5 billion in 

cuts to welfare and post-secondary education 

by 1996-1997. Many fear that welfare could 

become ‘‘workfare’’ with mandatory train- 

ing or community service for welfare recipi- 

ents. 

A more immediately tangible concern 

is education: one proposal is that Ottawa’s 

transfers to the provinces for post-secondary 

education funding be replaced by student 

loans: essentially, the bulk of university fund- 
ing would be relegated to students through 

astronomical tuition increases. The loans 

could be paid back after graduation at a rate 
determined by the student’s income, but this 

still represents a frightening blow to the 

accessibility of higher education. For those 
unwilling to mortgage their future, education 

will become the preserve of the rich and 
privileged. 

All of the above points to what the 

government steadfastly denies: spending cuts 

are the core of these social propos- 

als, if not their sole motivation. A 

leaked government document indi- 

cates the cabinet has agreed to cut a 
minimum 7.5 billion from social 

spending, though Ottawa denies it. 

Regardless, Axworthy’s plan is 
suspect for its nebulous presenta- 

tion. Virtually nothing apart from prospective 
UI reform is firmly detailed for fear of alien- 

ating voters, interest groups or provincial 

governments. No costs of the various sugges- 
tions and proposals are included, nor are their 

potential effects on individuals addressed. 

Gutting social programs is hard enough to 
swallow without this kind of insubstantial 

sugar-coating. 

If government is trying to sell us social 

reform without a price tag, they should re- 

member what happened to Kim Campbell 

when she told Canadians social programs 

weren’t anclection issue. Bet she cracked “em 
up with that one in the unemployment line. 

Sean McQuaid, 

Reasonable hand-drawn facsimile of an editor 
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Dear Readers: 
We want to hear from you. Tell us what is on your mind. 

--What bothers you about our educational system here at UPEI? 

--Who would you like to have as the next president of the university? 

--Do you think that you are spending too much 1 money for your education? © : 

Express your feelings in a letter to the editor, and we will make them public. Maybe you'll be able to 

make a difference at UPEI. Maybe someone will actually 
  
listen to what the students ae to say.   
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versity Press (CUP). Anyone may submit 
the X-Press but please note the following 
- For legal reasons, all submissions mus 

contain a name and phone number. Author' 

names will be withheld upon request. 
- All submissions are the property of the 
X-Press. 

- Submissions may be dropped off at the 
X-Press office (room 06 Main). Mail 
your own risk. Submissions are process 
more quickly if they are submitted on a3 
2" or 5 1/4" disk. Disks may be picked 4 
anytime after Monday. 

- The deadline for submissions is 9:00 7 
Friday. Notices and ads are due by noon 
Thursday. Any late submissions will 
printed in the following issue. 
- The X-Press reserves the right to edit 

reject any submission. Submissions deem 
to be racist, sexist, homophobic or libélo 

will not be printed. 
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