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“rPhis is true Liberty, when Freeborn Men, having to advise the Public, may speak firce.”---Euripides.
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Charlottetown, Prince Edward Esland, Tuesday, March 20, 1560,

_ﬂﬁlfew Series.---No. 10,

w ¢ . l @ l . lu c nt | By the Hon. Mr, Walker, a Petition of Marinus Blanchard,
J p p p E ! weeneed Teae ray at this House will

i o of Rustico, a Lacenced Teacher, praying that th :
S r 0 l l n c ‘ ‘l — ‘l r l “ conear with the House of Assembly in granting the sum of ten
mnmnmmnnnnnnanas nounds, which has been deducted from his allowance, in eon

| sequence of the boundaries of his School District not being

| defined and described as the Law directs,

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
The Petition having been received and read,—~

Wepyespay, 20th February, 1860. His lonor Mr. WaLkex said that, not being aware of the

The following Petitions were presented to the House, and | particular circumstances of the case, except as they were sel
thasame were received and read. | forth 10 the l’(‘!li.lnl-l he \.\ﬂi not prepared 1o ntr.vnn.rv hi‘ll_\ .hfnﬁ
By the Hon. Col. Swabey, a petition of Hugh MeLeod, | further on belinlf of the Petitioner: but he believed he wus we!

. d . . itled 1o the favorable consideration of the Legis'atare,
y LA § s stitute  circuun.stances, | €niitied T The S :
of Charlottetown, Shipwright, in destituie ¢ i iy ey e TS gy Vi g P R

. Jlief ’ ‘ . Mgy
R —— P 5 an Acadian School ; but another school-house has been built |
. i N Shea., of | - %
By the Hon. Mr. Walker, a Petition of Mary 2 a, since, in another part of the District ; and the consequence 18 |
o iy . s = . 1 ’ b 1 istrict § : :
Chutlottetown, with two helpless children in indigent cir-| .\ b claims made on benalf of the two schools clash with
cumstances, F‘")"’R elief. |each other. Under the late Government the l»-'urimr nf'mv
Ul‘l]crul, That the last two pn-«:vdin: pv?ll‘\ions be rc."crrcd‘ Acadian School received the Satute a:l.q“ ance of alﬁrL( e¢lass
Spee i 11 petitions | l'eacher; der the sent Ad Stratior : has not
to the Special Committee appoiuted to report on all petitions | I'eacher; but, under the present Administration, he ha
3 > | been considered as eniitled to such allowance.
relating to Paupers,

g ol S -1 1 rightly recoliect both the Education
- ae Ba 1 Y Bawel H.n.(n.bwunv’ ghitly
By Hoa. Mr. Hu hinson, a petition of William D Law Act and the Board of Education recognise, in ceriain cases, an

son and others, Trustees of the Stanhope Distriet School, | 8 s ot P A b A oA A

praying that the Council will concur with the House of As=} ;0 ot made to.first class Teache:s is made on their produc-

scmbly in grantiog their teacher, Stephen E. l‘“‘““_’"- h"f | ton of the requisite certificates.  Probably it has been though:

allowance for-six months’ services, which has been withheld | proper to piace the Petitioner in that class e

in consequence of his not having had the average attendance | Ordered, That the Petition be |a:l-'|ro‘d to '||m. Fpﬂrmlljguzn-
" of echolars required by law. mittee appointed to report on all Petitions relating to Educa-

dete 8 S d Pait e aPiirdiid 46 e Special | tion.
Ordered. That the said Petition be referred to the §; By the Tlon. Mr. Mclntyre, a Petition of Artemas Morrow,

- e~

|
|

: 1 all Petitions relating .
Committee appointed to rep rt on all Petitioes r"h"‘““v » Licenced Teacher, praymg that tlus tHouse will concur with |
Education, the House of Assemb y iu granting hun remuperation for his

e {services at Morrel, his ailowance having been withheld, in con-

The Hon. Edward Palmer, a member of Ier Majesty's ! sequence of a defi-iency of one half of a Scholar, in the daily
Executive Council, by command of the Lieutenant Governor, | atiendance required by law, , 8
laid before the Council the accounts of the Culonial Treasurer |  O:dered, Tuat tius Petiion be n-fvm-.. to the special Com-
for the vear ending 31st Janusrv, 1860 | mit ee appoiuted 10 reporl on all Petitions relating to Kduca-

0 3 ing 31st January, 1860, ‘

g ’ ki iton.
Also, th(e] Accounts of the Public Launds Office, for the‘ S it ud i R S beekon) S Se
same period.

2 2 2 Ts | The Hon. Mr. ParLmer, a Member of Her Majesty’s Execu-
Ordered, That the said Accounts do lie on the Table. [ tive Couneil, by command of His Excellency, the Lieutenant

o !lon. )lr.‘ Palmer, by command of !]ls j-,x.ccl!‘enc_v‘.f(;,w,,m.w‘ lavd betore the House copres of Despatches, relating
laid before the Council eopy of a Despatch “0&“3“;!‘ :;rn«,l\ | 0 1hé Land Comeriosiol, which were ordered 10 be laid un the
tho Duke of Newcastle to liis }‘:XL‘C“L‘I.P)‘, dated 30th March, | rabls.

1859, relating to the establishment of the sytem of cum-‘! LAND TENURE.
| Hon C.l. Swazey—I! what is communieated in this Dee-
:}ﬂ.'n'n 18 a full st ! the proceedings which have
| neen tuken at Home towards the appointment of a Commizgon
ettle the who'e question of the Land Tenures,
we must conclude that all

pulsory pre-payment of postage, which was read.
Ordered, That the said Despateh do hie on the Table.
Tuurspar, March 1, 1860

nent of

| to investigate and
PET.TIONS. {and the result of those proceedings,
The fol'lowing Peiitions were presented to the ffouse, and | which has been done concerning the question has been nuga-
the same were received and read ; viz: {tory. Indeed, from the fact that the communication on the
By Hon. Mr. McIxvrar, a Petition of Raymond Campbell, | subject, made on the 6 h Sepr., 1839, to Sir 8. Cunard, the
of Bast Pont, Town-b p No. 47, seiting forth the loes of a chief of the P. E. |~l.nu"_w:ulm.\'nws at [Tome, m pursuanoe of
registered money letter, which he deposited in the Way Office, | the direction 1o that effect of the Duke of Newecasile, has
at East Point, in the year 1557, to be transuntted to lndia, and | alicited no rep'y from that gentleman, we may very fairly infer
praving relief. | that the great proprietors are not disposed 1o saiction such a
By Hon. Mr. Simrcox, a Petition of divers Inhabitants of | Commission as that prayed for by the Addrese of the House of
French River, New | ondon, and adjrcent sctilements, praying | Assembly. Since, therefore, nirhing, so far as we know, has
that this House will concur with the House of Assembly, in|as yet been postively determined by the Home Government
grasting a swmn 10 aid of individunl suhscription, for deepening | touching the appointment of such a Commission, [ wi'l not now
the Chaonel at or nesr the monrh of Freach Rover. take up he time of 1he House by entering npon any (‘,nnd't’»j'-
Ordered, Tuat the Jast two preceding Petinons be referred to | ation of the probable cfiicacy of the !abors of such a (Tnvnn; -
the Committee appo ated to re port un all Pctitions rel iting to | sion if appointed.  Any discussion of the question would, as it
miscellaneous subjec's : }‘uuw stends, be prematuce ; but shou!d 1t again be ng;::.r‘!'d in
Hon. Mr. Simpeon ulso presen od a Petition of John Mclieod [ 1he | be prepared to enter at large
and othere, of Cardizan River, settuing forth the destitare and
helpless condition of Christiana MeSwan, and praying relief,
Ordered, Thust the said Petition be referred to the Spezia
Committee appointed to report on all Petitions relsting to
Paupe.s.

Leaislature, | wil! ! trug

y

»on the consideration of it.

' Hon. Mr. Parver did not think it necessary that he should
| make any particular rep'y to his lloaor. 1t was very probable
{that in a week or two further Despatches wiald be received
{relat ve to the question ; and then, perhaps, they would be able
MESSAGE FROM HI® EXCELLENCY. :’-u d-al with it 1n a more tangible form.

The Hen. M« Parysg, a Member of Har Majesty’s Exeen-| Hes Honor the Presipent—It doos not sppeat that the
tive Council, informed the tlouse that he was directed by s ! Addiess to the Queen of the f'“‘l'" of '\“'"‘”:“Y_"“? been Iy’”"!
Excellency, the Liruienant Governor, to lav befors the House | before fer Majosy. His Grace the Duke of Newcastle’s

. I!Pe]nh-h merely scknowledges \he receipt of it; and yet we

he fol . wsa e oned b Cxcellency :—
the fullowing wraten Message, signed by His Excellency fare Joid is H:a Excellency’s opening Bpaseh, that . ('he

MESSAGE. I Address of the House of Assembly of last Scssion) ** was graci-

theie must be a presumption that, on His Excellency’s part,
there could be no intention to leave this impression.

R. B. lavine, Reporter.

HIOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

Fripav, Feb. 24.
BILL TO AUTHORIZE THE GRANTING OF FISH-

ING LICENCES TO CITIZENS OF THE UNITED

STATES FOR VESSELS BUILTON THE ISLAND.

on. Mr. HAVILAND moved the order of the day that
the flouse go into Committee on sa'd Bill.

Hon. Mr. WIGHTMAN .—1 think it would not be tight
to allow Americans 1o come here and enjoy the privileges
which the Bill would afford. They were granted Free
T'rade, in which they have never fully reciprocated ; and
under the Alien Bill they ean pow hold land in the Colony,
therefore T cousider that to permit them also to build vessels
on the Island would be giving them too much liberty. As
our forests are becoming pretty much redoced, we have little
enough wood for our own ship-building trade, without allow-
ing the Americans to come in and use it up. But 1 do not
think they wouald avail thewselves of the privilege whick the
Bifl seeks 1o confer, because fishing licenses, or liberty to
sail in our waters,would not enzble them to go 1o other places,
or even carry their fish to market,

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND.—The Bill is not a Government
measure. | myselt am wholly responsible for what it con-
tates. I did nct, however, expect opposition from the last
apeaker, as he was a member of the Government which grant-
ed Free Trade with the United States. If the Americans
are so narrow-minded as not to reciprocate, I am sorry for it.
Such conduct is contrary to the epirit of the age. Fiee
Trade principles are rapidly gaining ground, and are now
advocated by the ablest statesmen and economists of the pre-
sent day. Even the Emperor of Franee is taking up the sub-
jeet, aml has lately conecluded a treaty with Britaia which
places the commercial re'ations of those two countries on a
more liberal basis, than they have ever been heretofore. It
is selfish for a merchant to oppose the measure because it
will allow Americans to use the wood of the Colony. We
permit thew. to come here and purchase land, but we must
not fet them interfere with the merchants. The sooner our
forests are cleared away, and the land turned into cultivated
farms, the better for the Colong. The Bill will be a great
advantage to the peaple of this Island. The Americans will
come here to build vessels 2nd to fish, consequently our young
men will be employed. Under existing arrangements our
people cannot look for employment from the Americans fish-
wig on our coasts, for according to the 'aws of the Union,
their ships must be manned by eitizens of the 'nited Siates.
There were croakers in England when Free Trade was first
proposed there. The ery was, could we compete with the
Russians and others who lived on black bread? Wil the
Americans be allowed to glut our markets? But Sir Robert
Peel braved all opposition, and introduced the measure con-
trary to the wishes of the farmers of Britain. Let vs carry
out that which has been so nobly begun. Let us have the
mantle of Adam Smith to fall upon us. 1 appeal 10 gentle-
men op the other side of the liovae 1o give the measure their
support,

Hen. M.

t1h
not tn

POPE.-~Probably’the introducer of the Biil did
Kk that | would oppose it. Iam not prepared 10 go
for anything so much against ourselves, We are told that
the Emperor of the French is in® favour of Free Trade, but
he expecis something as an equivalent. We should not give
away aur privilepes merely 1o lggp up with what is csbled
the spitit of the age. | am not disposed to give away our
rights, and receive nothing io return. The Americans can
come here now and parchase free land; but we cannot get 1e-
gisters in the United Siates for our vessels, nor will they al-
low us to 1ake freights from one of their ports to another.
I consider it my duty to oppose the Bill.

Hon. Col. GRAY.~—I am not a merchant, but have a little
general experience, and will offer a few remarks. I think

| ously received by Her Majeaty ”’

Hon Mr. Paumer.—The Colonial Secretary is a Cn'nn;-zl‘
Minister; and, when an Address comes a0 his hands, |
although he may not think it necessary to lay it actually b
Her Majesty, _\"v', as havnr bdeen before him, one of

“Grores Duspas, Lieut, Governor.

*The Liewenant (G vernor has received from [lis Grace the
Duke of Newcastle an scknowledgment of the Address from
the livuse of Assenbly to Der Majesty, praying lor a recon-

- - e
siruction of the Legis ative Council, which was transuntied by

Sir Dowanrck Daly 10 Sir Ed | Majosty®s principal advisers, it mey fairly be eaid to have been |
“ While scquainting the House that the Addrees was do'y | Home, and supposed 1o have been laid ar the fuot of the
lawd at the foot of the Throne, the Licutenant Governor does | Throne, have not actually been laid betore Her Majesty ; bu
respondence which has since ensued upon the subject, and he, 'answered in th- eame manner.  As according to the practice,
therefore, trusts that the House of Assembly will be satisfied | as well as theory, of the Briish Consiirution, the Sivereign is
consideration of Her M. jesty’s Secretary of State, who, while | Adm nistration, t0 whoun alone responsibility attaches. In most
relying ou the spirt. of mureal forbearance to promote concord | cases, it can make 1o difference whethor address or applications
the hands of the Lacut2nant G wernor the power of muking such | being so conaidered, are also laid at the foot of the Throne ;
an alteration in the Legislative Council a8 will ensire the har- [ and, in either case, it may, therefore, be said ** they have been
lature, i Hon. Col. Swasey admitted that, in som2 cases, when ad-
** Government !louse, February 20, 1860.” dresses or applications to the Sovereign had not actually been
|enongh. They had been considered by the Minisiers whose
FXPIRING LAWS, duty 1t was to advise concerming them ; who, not feeling them-
Hon. Me. Pomasn, from the Commities sppointed 1o cxaiwine | might be allowed to say, in reply, that ¢ they had been gracious-
. - ly received ;”’ for 1he Suvereign was supposed to receive all
Report of tie Commnitiee, wihich he read in his place, and ¥ X pi
I o 1 . 5
which is as follows : lor b dy of loyal subjects, gracionaly. \When, for instance, n
13 determined to waive the prayer of a privete address, it 1,
l.aws that have expired, or are about (o0 expire, report thai— ’
“r F D o 2 kadd’ § 4 -
‘ The Act 12th Vic. cap. 13 intituled ¢ An Act relating to | recerved.”  But here when the M onister gaye, ‘“ | cannot advise
f | ! h » p ’ .
and for the better regulation of the |l I‘Ibhc \1‘ hln’v'ﬁ 'lln re ‘r:,':: pian that he had not laid the Address before Her Majosty ?
far as tihe same has vot been repealed by the Bye Law ¢ | And when the Dosspateh conveys such x denial or repulse of
duies of “"~nm"~ m;d‘ Ballant '.\l..-lem ?m] “1“:‘."6,"‘!.4”‘.,“"(3 ‘ Addreas whi:h, last Session, you submitted to the Crown, pray-
the rate of Whnarfage,’ will exvire at the end of the presen l ing thot & Ouimioiis B¢ sPpnineg 16 Tuysotipste ‘Sifd oétiie
to regnis'e the Survey of Tunber and Lumber:” and the Act ’ His E e s Iy i % 14
18 Excellency’s ¥prech from the charge of inaccuracy in this
12th Vie , eap. 20, innitaled © An Act to prevent Pedias travel- | y P ' s ¥
is Isls ' cence,’ b
hing andhuclhndg 'rv.lh n this Iq...!ui. wi h}m: L.cerlnl.e,_ w';i:x‘! Hon. Mr. Jousson obeerved that, ae the Address had bean
pire at the end of the present Session of Assembly ; and the received and gravely and snxiously considered by Her Majesty’s
. »”
Kev-:m-.d "i!l cxp}:re;‘m the ﬁf":)d.é of May n;x‘. ived Colonial Questione, is Her Majesty’s chief adviser—and who,
“ ; ¥ -
Ordoved; Thes 6o Ropwrt of SN e réoci as he found that he could not advise Her Majesty to entertain
The following Pet.'ions were presented to the Ilouse, and 3100 “ei:" - ;"’ wt """"?’ to F"T'l‘i'“;"d"")’ 'l“""-"‘;“"" "'“'C“l ’{"'.V
the same were receivied and read, viz: — migzht themselves judge desirable, hid, in his Despateh relat ve
forth that, on the € h Dec., 1859, he paid into the Colonial conld not then be given to Ior Mojesty, it w xﬂ.')ll his opinion,
2 i . 1 : p P Yoo - | 2 . y
Treasury the sum of Four Pounds one Shilling for l‘mﬂ;&"'t" allowable to ssy that it had been graciovsly r.ceived by
. ' ivherone Iy’ Pae vd +* atnd ‘eertain!
the Dih Janoary, 18360, he was obliged to vacate the premises Nli?ﬂ'”l” language, were graciously ": cived: and certainly
for which sswd License had been taken out ; and, therefore, | the wrvss of the llouse of Assembly had that recommendation
proportionate to the unexp.red period of the tune for which his | easily be ﬁ_ﬁglm-d that an Address may be graciously n-m-n-cl-d
Licence was grarted. : by Her Majesty, although there may be no mtention to comply
Holland, Postmaster ut St. Eieanor’s, praying that this House Hon. Mr. ParmgRe—It i« very common, in another Braneh
will corenr with the House of Assembly in increasing hia | of the Legisluture to fed members caviling about words,
duties of that office. —Hon. Mr. Paliner observed that the | Branch, it is supposed that@very subjoct is far'y and gravey
amoun's of duties pecformed by d.ffereat Postmasters differed | considered, and that all are above having recoarse, for SNT P
siuated, were thinly or well populated, and ou other accounts | yery properly observed by His Homer Mr. Johnson,all per t ons
slso.  The daties of some of our Postmasters was little more | or sddresses to the Savereign, whieh are conched 1n loyal and
be regarded as sinecoras ; whilst those of others were 80 oner- [tapded thit the prayers thereof shall be complied with or not,
ous that on a fair consideration thereof it certamly appeared | And so it s, in the Legislature, unless when a Petition, owing
T'he salaries or allowances made to the country Postmasters | [f {1is Honor Colonel Swahey will refer to the Jonfals, he wili |
should be proportionate 10 the amount of duties severally per- | find that Addresaes or Despaiches on the Land Question hav
trustworthy persons: and all snch ahould be suitably rewarded [tions were so exireme, that it was impossible for the Home
He never had, and iie never would oppose a fair and full re- | Government, for one moment, t» contemplate or purpuse €o .-
be found that the counterpart of the Pention then before their | the Address was graciously received by Her Majesty, whils:
Honors had met with the favorabie concideration of the House | another, more serupulous, might merely state the sunple faet
Ordered, I'hat the last two preceding Petitions be referred | the present case, when it has been distinctly intimated thar,
to the special Commitiee appointed to report on all Petitions | provided it shall be fully nnderstood thr t the Conunission are to
By tie Hon Mr. Simpson, a Petition of Alexander Fraeor, | selves jndge desirable, the prayer of (he Address will be com
of Township No. 52 an aged person, nearly blind, and whose plied with, it was perfectly allowable to say, in the Speech,
- Ordered, That the said Pettion be refecred to the special Hon Col. Swasey —There is a most evident discrepancy
Committee appointed to report on all Petitions relating to | hetween the Duke of Neweasile’s Despatch and the Speech of
By the Hon Mr. Pa'me r, n Petiion of Archibald C. Beck distinctly gather that the Address was not laid before [er
ford, of Geand River, Township No. 14, an unlicenced 'eacher, Majesty. How then could it possibly be graciously received!

ard Bulwer Lytion, late Princi- | r
pal Secretary of State for the Colonies, laid before Her Maj sty.  Nuwbers of applications forwarded |
not feel himself at liberty at present to make public the cor- | having been duly considered by Her Majesty’s Miunsters, are
with the assurance that their Address has received the anxious |regarded as actingz in coformity with the advice or counsel of
between the Upper and the Lower Houses, has yet placed in | are merely considered by the Ministers of the C own, or, besides
monious working together of the two branches of the Legis- | graciously received.”
| la:d before the Sovereign, such answers might be adm:ssible
Frioay, March 2, 1860.
s:lves at hiberty tondv e a compliance with the preyers thereof,
and report upon tne Expiring Laws, presented to 1the House the
| petitions, addresses, or applications, from any loyal subjocts,
“ Your Committee appointel to examine and report upon the
| nevertheless, ofien said, in rep'y, that ‘“ it was graciously
the dunies of the Harbour Masier of the Pori of Charloitetown, | Her Majesty to entertain the question,” 1s not the inference
. &, . 3o lad ¢ .
Cry of Charlottetown, cap 30, iatitu'ed * A Law defining 'hex'h(‘ Address, was it not too much to say in the Speech, ¢ the
Session. That the Act, 12 h Vie.. cap. 19, intituled * Au Act | he whole qnestion of the Land Tonures?” | cannot wequr
| particular.
4 ¢ ot S e
the Act 2%d Vie., cap. 1, intituled ¢ An Act for s A Mimster, the Principal Secretary for the Colonies—who, on all
PETITIONS. the gnestion, nnless it were fully understood ihat the Commas-
. . ) 2, » 3 v
By Hon. Mr. Paliner. a Petition of Robert Galbraith, setting | to 1, clearly stated why advice favorable to the propositicn
- r petitions, couche obal dnid
lLicence for one yenr, at Mount Stewart Beidge ; but that, on [ Her Majesty. Al addresses or petitions, couched in loyal and
i slve > niosty T ity g
praying, as the Licence 1s now no longer of any use to him, | 1© be gragiously received by Her Majosty. Tt certainly may
Also by the Hon. Mr. Palmer, a Petition of Alexander [I.| With the prayer of 1t.
present allowance. wlich ia altogether nnremunerstive for the merely to captivate the public ear: but, in this, the Upje:
greatly according as the Disirict, in which they were severally | poge whatsvever, to false or frivalous objections.  As has been
than nominal, and the allowsnces mad- to them might almost resp-cttul language, are gracionsly reeeived, whether it be
that they were very inadequately remunerated for their services. | 1g its real or alleged ympropriety, ia thrown under the Tuble.
. q 3 propriety,
formed by them.  These stuanons shonld be filled by none but | heen reperted as ¢ vracionsly received,” althongh their proposi-
muneration of public officers, of whatever grade ; and should it | pliance with them  One Minister, in some such case, may sav
’ b4 3 i} ¥
of Asseubly, he would cheerfully nsgont to their act on thereon. | of its havirg been reesived by the Mivister. 1 think that, o
Yy | g ) ’
relating to miscellancous subjocta, be at liberty to propose any measures which they may them-
#on s of insane ming, praying relief. that it (‘he Addrese) was graciously received by Her M jesty,
ying 7 y
Parpers. His Excellerey the Lieut. Governor. From the Despnich, we
praying remuneration for his scrvices as such fur the past year. | No explanation whieh | have heard can alter the fuete, hongh

the hon. member for Georgetown should oot atiribute narrow-
mindeduess o every one who differs from him. Tune last
speaker remarked that the Elnperur of Frarnce would not give
Feee Trade unless he received something in return; but |
Lelieve if we pass this Bill we will get something in return,
When we passed the Ahen Bil, the design was to get
hiald of the dollars; and I think this measure wi!l be the means
of bringing 10 more. The introducer of the Bill,in his argu-
ment,overlooked oue point.  When the Americans come here
they will not only employ onr young men, but as they will
rot be able to sail the ships built on the lsland in other
waters, they will be under the necessity of laying them up
here during the winter. The fGsh,instead of being sent hotne
all around by water 1o the United States, will probably be
sent by railroad (rom Shediac, and the vessels lad up either
at Charlotietown or some of the other ports, the consequence
of which will be that the crews will mostly remain on the
Island all winter. By and bye I think we will ship nathing
to Nova Scotia or New Bruunswick, but wilisend all our pro-
duce to the Uaited In my opinton our merchants
who build large ships will not be ivjured by the Bill. The
Americans only reguire small eraft for the fishing trade,
therefore they wounld not compete with the bailders of large
vessels. 1 thiuk even the merchants would be gainers by
this measure on account of the inereased circulation of woney.
1 kave no objection to the Bull.

States.

Mr. DAVIES.—] cannot see that the measure would in-
jure the merchants, or any other class of our population.
As regards free irade, I believe we have derived the greatest
shate af the benefits from it so far. | am ia favor of passing
any measure that might be the means of increasing the trade
of the lsland.  ln my opinion it would not materially affect
our ship-building 10 ailow the Americans to come here and
build small fishing vessels, which would be laid up during
winter.  As the ship-building trade has beea very unprofitable
of late years, probably we have not much to lose in this res-
peet. | ihink that whatever is a benefit 1o the merchants, is
a benefit 1o the farmers; and what is an advantage 10 the
farmers, 1s a'eo in favor of the werchan's.

Hon. Mr. COLES —I am surprised that a measure 2ffect-
ing our relation with foreign countries has not been made a
Government measure.  Ta the British Parliament, no member
would introduce a Bill of this kind without first asking the
Government i they intended to bring in such a measure, or if
it had their approval. | presume there 1s a majority of the
Government in favor of the Bill; why then has it not been
brougiin as a Guvernment measore? But I will go on to
the principles of the Bill.  When [ was in the United States,
I endeavored to get our ships admitted to American registry,
but they would not zccede 1o this. The Canadian Govern-
ment are now loudly cwmplaining of this unfairness, for as
the treaty stands the Americans are reaping nearly all the
advantages. The Home Government, | think, would not
sanction this Bill, because they refused to allow one sent
from Canuda of a somewhat similar nature.  Allthe Coloni- s
must uurte if they expect to carry anything. I would suggest
that an address be sent to the Linpenial Government, asking
them to intertere and get "American registery for our ships;
and that the other Colonies be solicited to join us in this re-
quest. An arrangement of this kind would be more advau-
tageons to all parties than what is proposed by the measure,
for if a man-of-war were to fall in with any of the vessels
bailt and licensed under the Bill, she wouald seize them if
beyoud three miles from shore. This would be leading the
Americans into a irap. 1 am not opposed 1o free trade; bhut
I do not think the Bitl will be much benefit, for the Awmeri-
cans now take ovut registers for their veesels in other persons’
names. 1 do not kuow if those members engaged in the ship-
building trade are opposing the Bill from seifish motives. They
have a perieet righi 10 protect our privileges.  If the Ameri-
cans are going to give anything, they wuost get something 1n
retarn. [t was the right of fishing on our coasi—which i1s
allowed to be the best fishing ground—that gained Reeipro-
city from them, and the other Provinees may thank us for the
bovn. Now we have a right 10 enquire what is to be re-
ceived in retarn for the privileges to be conferred by the Biil.
I think 1t is a measure to gain a little populanty, If they
liad said, the time has come when it is necessary 10 address
the Home Government on the subjet, something might be
done. We have no power over the seas, so our licenses
would not enable vessels 1o sail further than our own waters.
The ariangement must be made throagh the Twperial Go-
vermaen'; and [ hope the hon. ‘member will withdraw his
Bill, and get wp an aldress to the Briush Government, which
would pass unanimonsly. 1 am not oppused 1o the principle
of the Bili, but let us go ahout it properly.

Mr. SINCLAIR.—I am happy to think that T will for
onee be ahle to support the hon. member for Georgetown.
1 believe the measure would be un advantage to us, and do
not care what benefit it might be to the Awericans. If
they were allowed to come bere and build vessels, it would
give an impulse toour roung wen, and improve our method

of shiphuilding; besides they would then employ our men
on board their vessels. Giving them liberty to fish on our
shores is an advantage to them, but none tous. Iet ns
open up free trade in every way that would be for the gene-
ral benefit of the Colony. Tt might injure a few, but we
are legislating for the greater number. I fully concui in
the principles of the Bill, and think it might prove an ad-
vantage to the Island.

[Ion. Mr. THORNTON.—T have all along been in favor
of free trade. It hasnot caused ull the evils that hud been
attributed to it. We have given the Americans also the
right to hold a certain guantity of land, and I am sorry that
we did not give them the liberty to hold more. The Bill
under eonsideration, by inducing them to come here,would
create a consnmption for our produce, and increase the
circulation of money. Every place on the Islund that they
eome to during summer is receiving an advantagze. It has
been urged as nn objection, that they would cut down our
forests. I wish there was no other objection. Atone time
we were not permitted to export juniper knees lest there
should be none left for our shipbuilders; but this restrie-
tion was removed, and no inconvenience has followed. I
hope the merchants will see the propriety of going more
into the fishing trade than they have yetdone. If it proves
remunerative to the Americans why not to them? 1 think
it is out of the question to talk of this small Colony pass-
ing an address to the Home Government, and communica-
ting with the other Colonies on the subject of vur relations
with the United States. It would at least require a loug
time to complete the arrangement.

Mr. OWEN.—T am disposed to eupport the Bill, as we
should give every enconragement to the Americans to come
here. They would employ our young men to fish in the
summer, and in the winter to build vesselsand work at the
cooper trade. The hon. member, Mr. Coles, was wrong in
stating that our fisheries are the best; last year the great-
est catch was at Gaspe, and other places are just as good as
this. [ think it would be good policy fur vs to puss the
Bill, because then the Americans might be induced to cowe
to this Island to prosecute the fishing trade.

Mr. DOUSE —With the remarks of the hon. member
Mr. Thornton, 1 fully agree. I would encourage Jonathan
in every manner possible to come here, that we might have
a chance to get hold of the almighty dollar. The main
thing we want isa market for our produce. Something has
been gained by free trade. ILook at the price of barley
now, compared with what it used to be. And I think we
would gain more, if we could indnce the Americans to come
here and carry on business. It has been objected that they
would cut down our firests and oceupy our land. Let them
come along: we can give them plenty of land. At Belfast,
I could find room for 10,000, and give them space to launch
their ships too.

Hon Mr. LONGWORTH —We have been taunted for
not making the Bill a government measare, as it would
materially affect the foreign relations of the Colony. 1 for
my part would not shirk the responsibility of doing so; it
woald be no disgrace to any goternment to introduce the
Bill. But I think we should afford a fair opportunity to
hon. members on the other side of the house to support a
measarc that would be,for the general benefit. It has been
stated that though free trade is the order of the day, yet
whea we grant any favor we should always see thut we re-
ceive an equivalent. T consider that the impetus the mea-
sure would give to the trade of the Colony would be a sul-
ficient equivalent in this ease. The hion. member Mr. Wight-
wan, appears to thiak that it would prove injurious to the
péople of the Island. Bat I am of opinion that it would
further every interest of the Colony.  Qur.gouth would Le
henefited by the knowledge which they would receive of the
best method of prosecuting the fisheries. By being employ-
ed in the building of vessels they would also acquire know-
ledge in this respect, as the Americans are celebrated for
the:r superior ships. Advantages would acerue to the mer
cantile interest; money would circulate more freely, and
the demand for goods would be increased. By the increased
importation our revenue would be augmented. It has been
urged as an objection to the Bill, 1hat ships sailing under
its provisions would be liable to be seized by a man-of-war,
But it is not contemplated to pass the Bill without a sus-
pending clause; it must receive the sanction of the Home
Government, and then it wounld have sufficient authority to
render them safe though sailing beyond our waters. It is
not intended that the vessels should have the right to trade,
bot only the right to ish. When in distress, however, Ves-
sels can go into any port.  Another argament brought for-
ward against the passing of the Bill is that cur ships are
not admitied to American registry. Though we were grant-
ed the privilege, I do not consider it would be any advan-
tage to us, for our ships could not compete with those of
the United States; they would not bring half the price. A
greater benefit to us than this would be to obtain a shsire
of their carrying trade. Bat the Americans will never go
&9 fur as to grant the Colonies this privilege. Iam happy
trsee that some gentlemen on the opposite side of the
House are prepared to support the measure,

Mr. MACNEILL—T cannot agree with’ every thing ad-
vanced by the hon. member Mr. Longworth. The Ameri-
cans he said would teach onr youth how to fish. This would
be very little advantage, for I do not believe the people in
the different parts of the country are going to turn their
attention to fishing. He also said that the Americans
would improve our method of building ships, by taking our
young men into their employment. Qur mechanics can
build as good ships as thev ean, but our wood is not equal
to theirs. The Biil would deprive us of our privileges and
give scarcely any advantage in return. In Britain now the
people are holding meetings and agitating in favor of doing
away with the free trade prievance. We should be careful
in passing measures of this kind. I wouald give every en-
couragement to the Americans, but will not consent to give
away our privileges.

Mr. HOWAT. —The measure would eertainly not prove
injarious; on the contrary, I think it would bea general
Lenefit. Tt would be the means of raiging the pric&-ul agri-
cultural produce, and also the price of timber. We would
gain more by selling our timber than by building ships. 11
the Tabor spent in building vessels and fishing were spent
in eultivating the land, the Colony would iwprove more
rapidly.

Mr. CONROY.—T also am inclined to support the Bill,
becanse the more money that can be brought into the coun-
try the better. Shipbuilding would enabtle our farmers to
sell their produce for cash. I would encourage the Ameri-
cAns in every manner to come to the Island. We havea
siumple of them in our neighborhood, and I wish that we
had more like them. In regard to our young men going to
fish with the Americans, | could not recommend it, for
what they would gain in knowledge, they would lose in
morality. Those who come back from the fishing do not
appear the same men. They are not so kind; in short it 1
may be allowed the expression, they have a sort of black-
guard appearance. As long as we have plenty of land to
culiivate, they should turn their attention to farming.

Mr. HOLM.—T am in favour of the Bill.  Our forests are becom-
ing pretty much reduced ; but sma'l vessels could be boilt when large
ones could not,  Sometning is required to be done, as vur population
13 =carcely incieasing  Nome hon. members are not disposed toallow
the Americans to come here and build vessels; but we shonld not act
like the dog in the manger, neither take tne advantage vurselves nor
give it to others.

Mr. DOYLE.—T cannor agree with the hon, member Vr, Conroy,
that the Amevicans bring vice into the country.  They are aboat as
moral as other men. 1 woull go forany measare that might increase
owr trade; but think our young men should be protected in their pri-
yileges.  1f 1t would be an advantage to the Americans to be all - ed
to buill vessels on the lsland, surely those who live here mioht en-
grge in tie trade with a fair chance of success. 1f the men employed
in the fishing vesscls would Lie about heve in the winter, they would
be more a bardea than a benefit to ws. T will oppose the Bill,

M. MONTGOMERY.—1 entertain some doubts rezpecting the
Bill. Probally if we give this privilege to the Americans, they will
take away our timber. I think it would be well to eacourage the
young men of the Colony 19 engzage in the shi;;bmﬂlng trade. Ow
own people shoull be protected.

Hon. Mr. PERRY . —1 believe the people of this lsland are better
ndapted to ealiivate the lamd than to fish. But I am not afiaid eur
fisherinen would lose their morvals, by going amcag the Americans,
for these people generally behave well, It they injure the morals of
those who go with them to the fishing, surely they would do much
more evil by being allowed to settle in the country.” [ would eneco r-
age the Americans o come here, because they would bring capital to
the conniry, and employ oar people 10 huild vessels, wake harsels
an | erect sheds and other buildings,  Some hon. r remarhe
that to give thew the 1ight to build veesels here, woul operate agamst
the young men of Culiny engaging in the trade.  There is nothing 1o
preveat them from doing %0 now ; they may Luild as many as they
please.  But if they do not choose to build vessels, this House coul
not compel them,

Mr. McAULAY.—We have heard a great deal in reference fo the
Bill. 1 was pleased with the remarks of the hon. member, Mr,
Perry. By passing the Alien Bill, we gave the Am AnE A right to
the vood i the Islaud.  H has Leen said that they can ohiain rigis-

ters here now in other persons names. This is a strong argument in
favor of the Bill.  If they can procure registers in this manner now,
what evil would result from making it Jegal 1o recerve them? I ea-
pital is not brought into the Colony, and emjloyment afforded to our
young men, they will drift away to other countrics.  No country can
prosper with a spatse popolation. We, therefore, shonld endeavor
to keep our youth at home. I hear no arg | d i
the Bill; certainly then it should pass.

Hon. Mr. COLES.—I rise to mave the following amendment to
the motion made by the hoa. member, Mr. Haviland:

Resorvep, That it is inexpedient at present to go into Committee
on the Bill; but that an humble Address be presented to Her Majes-
ty, requesting Her Mujesty’s Government to negotiate with the Ame-
rican Government, with the view of getting that Government to reci-
procate ni the coasting trade, anl to admit Colonial built vessels to
American registry ; and that His Exeelleacy the Loeutepant Goveranr
b requested to invite the atteation of the Goveinwments of the neigh-
bouring Provinces to this i vpartant sulject.

In my opinion this will be the best conrse for the [Touse to adopt.
No serson has any objection to grant the Americans a privilege,if the,
give ove in vetmn. | think, however, that the benefit which wi
result 1o them from the measure under considierntion will be yery
sligint, as they can now obiain British registers, and sail into any
port in the United States, whereas under the provisions of the Bill
they will be eonfiacd to onr own waters.  The hon member, Mr,
Longworth, said that it would he no advantage 1o us to have our ves-
sels admted to American registry.  But 1 contend there would be
ten times as many vesse's bui't on the Lsdand if the Americans would
concede us this privilege. 1 concur in what has been said, that it
| would prove rainous fur thewr fishermen to remain bere all winter;
| mor woull they do g0, as they geaerally trade docing that season to

the West Indies, or other warm countries.  Some hos. members are
now great advocates for free trade, who a few years ago strongly
opposed the passing of a measure 1o permit lawyers (rom the other
Provinces 1o plead 1 oor Conrts of Justice. 1 am pleased to see th it
they are now hocoming so liberal.  To get up un Adidress 10 Her
Mjesty is the only course hkely to be successfui which we €anadopt
in reference to this subject. 1 feel certain the British Governmeat
would not sauction the Bill, because in case of a war breaking eut
with the United States, the Americans might send a number of men
here and sail off with the vessels licensed under its provisions. The
other Provinzes, and particularly Canada, which is very powertul,
would ne doebt oin us in this movement.

Ton. Col. GRAY.—Tlhie hon. member who Las just sat down ap-
pears to think that ncthing good can eraanate from this side of the
House.  On this aceount 1 am glad that the Byl was not introduced
as a Government measure.  Last year we know how he opposed the
resolutions on the Land Question  His case reminds me of the per-
son who was flogze {, 10 whom the chastiser said, strike high or
strike low, Leannot please yon. The hon. member sazs be was
s in favor of free trade, and tatks about what he did to bring it
abont.  But 1 will not admit that he had anything to do with abtaia-
ing reciprocity; it was granted throngh the interference of the lm-
perial Government. He says Canada wonld join ws in proeuring
American registry for Colomial built ships. Bur she will do very little
for us, as she is about £10,000 000 in debt, and de<ives to go back to
the old system of protection,  The hon. member also said the Home
Government will not sanction the Bill, because it will allow foreign-
ers to come here and build ships. They are allowed to doso in
Britzin, and why not on this Island?  The French have vessels buile
there, and the first prize taken by our ships in the Russian War, was
a vessel bwht at Greenock.

Mr. COOPER.—T understanl the Bill is inteaded to give foveign-
ers the right to fish all round these consts iu vessels built on this
Island.  ‘I'hese vessels are not to be allowed to trade, and they must
be laid up bere all winter. The measure is somewkat of a peculiae
nature, and 1 think it would affwd the Americans o much hiberty,
They might, perhaps, become pirates and do what they pleased.

Hon. Mr. HAVILAND.—I have listened attentively to the argu-
ments on both sides, and am glad the Bill was not made a Govermment
measure. 1 am pleased to learn that the hon. member for Princetown
and myscli are for once pulling together. It has been said that the

Wl would prevent cur young men from building vessels. This is a
most fullacions argument, for they eaa buill as many now as they
please. The hon. member, Mr. Coles, has allnded o the measure
in reference to lawyers. 1 once thought it necessary that they shoul |
be twelve months on the Island before admitted to plead in our Comts;
but am now iu favor of free trade awong the liwyers, as well as in
every thing else, The hoy. member, Mr, MeNeill, remarked that
public meetings were being beld in Britain to agiate against free
wade. T admit there have been small meetings of this kind; but tuke
up the public papers—take up the Tunes, and he would see that pro-
tection is opposcd to the spirit of the age. As regawds our juining
Canada in the narrow-minded policy which she wishes to adopt, sim-
ply because she is burdened with an enormous public debt, § wonld
discard the idea. There i1s no Colony which has reaped so much from
the Reciprocity Treaty as onrs, and none which has so much interest
in its continvance. Let us then take an independent stand.  Sending
an Address to the [Home Government is a tedious process; but the
il under consideration is a short method 1o obtain what we desire
1t may or may not meet with the approval of the British Government,

but my sole desire in bringing it forward 1s 10 benefit my country.

Hon. My, COLE
made by the last speaker,
i her restrictive policy; bat ouly in ber d

~ T wish to eorrect a statemeat which has been
I did not say that we should join Cannda
d tor tull reewp Yo

The House then divided on Mr. Coles’ amendment.  For it—llous.
Messrs. Coles, Wightman, Messrs. Doyle, MeNeill, J, Yeo.—5.

Against it—Hons., Messs. Gray, Haviland, Kelly, Laird, Long-
worth, Perry, Thornton, Whelan, Messrs. Beer, Conroy, Cooper,
Davies, Douse, Hol, Howat, Owen, Ramsay, ¥inclair, Sutheriand,
McAulay - 20.

The question was then put on the main motion, that the House go
into Cowmittee on the Bill, which was agreed to, and the House re-
rolved itself aceordingly. Afier some time spent therein,progress was
reported, and the House adjourned.

D. Lainp, Reporter,

-t ede e
DECIMAL CURRENCY BILL.
Tursvay Arreesoon, February 28,
| (Concluded.)

Hon. Mr. THODCNTON—I have as yet heard no reasons in
fayor of the Bill sufficient to induce me to support it. I shall,
therefore, give it my opposition, as being productive of no
|good. The Bill provides that the public accounts be made
|out in dollars and cents, but allows a column in which they
jmay be kept in pounds, shillings and pence. If notice was
: given last year of the introduction of this Bill, the Governmens
| should have given the hon. member, Mr. MeNeill, notice thag
they would not support it. Any measure affecting the cur
rency should be introduced by the Government. There is no
inconvenience fo t by Americans trading with the Island from
our present system. When a man from the United States
|sces a dollar he knows it is worth 100 cents, and one of our
farmers selling his bushel of potatoes for an English shilling is
aware that he receives 1s. 6d. currency ; but Le would be sadly
puzzled to tell what that amount would be in cents. As to
the alleged facilities to the mercant le community to flow
from the adoption of the system of accounting in doilars and
cents, I cannot see them ; for if & merchant receives his invoice
of American goods made up in that currency, he finds no dif-
ficulty in ascertaining the amount in ours; and the exporter
of our produce to the States as readily computes the amount
of his sales there in pounds, shillings and pence. Suppose that
troops should be again stationed in the Island—they would be
paid in British money, with the value of which they are.
acquainted—what would the goldier know about cents, if he
was required to receive change in a purchase, in such currency »
At presont he could tell the number of pence or halfpence he
would be entitlel to receive after paying for what he bought,
but he would have no idea of the new computation. We do
not require the alteration which the Bill would effeet, but
what we do want is a legally established coinage, as they
have in the other Colonies. Some years ago, a Bill for thas
| purpose was disallowed at home, aud the consequence has been
{ that individual specul.tors have, to their own great profit,
been in the habit of putting into circulation a lot of copper
coing, of eo comparatively small intrinsic value that three of
them will not weigh as wuch as a Nova Scotia penny piece.

Hon. Mr. WIGHTMAN - There is no doubt that the hon.
member, Mr. MeNeill, in introducing this Bill, was actuated
by the best motives—thut he sincerely believes in the benefi-
cial character of the change proposed ; but I think that before
he sought to make so great an alteration in our monetary
system he should have elicited the opinions of the Government,
to whose province the subject peculiarly appertains. The sud-
den alteration which the Bill would ercate must be productive
of very se ious inconvenience ; in fact there would be no end to
the einfusion it would cause in all matters of acccunt. We
had better wait till we see how the system will work in the
other Colonies. As bas been said in this debate, Canada passed
an Act establishing the decimal system some years ago ; and
s me grave obj-ctions must have existed to its practical work-
ing, or it would have been in operation long since. [ have no
objection to that system, but its intruduction would serious!y
embarrass the largest porti n of the people of the Ieland. [
therefore. oppess the Bill, whieh 1 would cheerfully support
if [ could see any advantage likely to reeult from it.

Mr. COOPER~—T consider that the decimal s; stem possesssg
great conveniences, Lut before we evuld realize them we would
require to have a coiaag: raitable to it. Usuil we bad that, it
wou d be no easy matter for the Lu'k of our people to habitus
ate themselves to thie new method—which eouid not work
satisfactorily without the deciwal coins whiél would circulate
in the other Colonies at the sawe value as iu the Island, whic)
is not the case at yrisent.

Mr. DAVIES—TI am in favor of the principle of the decimal
system, which would greutly facilitat - all monetary ealeula-
tions, and I doubt not o at eventaally we shall adopt it ; but
at present the country does not require it, and is not preparsd
for it. Nomerchantlabours under any diffienlty in consequence

of his American acconnts being made np in do Jure 2nd vents. -



