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A Little Too Obvious

In their argunients advanced against rail-
way freight rate increases the seven dissent-
Ing Provinces have sought to make it clear
that their chief opposition is not to increased
rates as such, but to the unfairness in mak-
ing the increases on a straight horizontal
basis, thusaggravating the disadvantages of
the outlying Provinces in the competitive
markets of Canada. In general revenue
cases in the United States there has been a
departure from this principle of uniform
percentage increases in the application of
alternative measures, particularly with re-
gard to long haul traffic and basic and pri-
mary commodities, such as foodstuffs. The
powers of the Board of Transport Commis-
sioners to prescribe exceptional measures to
proposed horizontal percentage increases
are practically identical to those of the In-
terstate . Commerce Commission, and the
Board has in the past prescribed alterna-
tives to general rate proposals. Yet it has
refused to make any such equitable pro-
vision in its recent arbitrary rate increases.

One would imagine that this fact would
be obvious to at least every Maritime news-
paper.  The Sydney Post-Record, however,
appears to be an exception. It has sought
persistently to sabotage the efforts of its
own Provincial Government and of the other
opposing Provinces, maintaining that the
Board’s findings are “fair, equitable and only
right” and should be accepted as such. In
a recent editorial it makes this prize contri-
bution to the subject:

“We have no sympathy for those who
have made the claim that the Maritimes and
the West have gained financially by delays
in the hearings. Any gains which have re-
sulted from, this dilatoriness were il-
legitimate, unfair, and improper. The great
charter denounces this very type of legal
practice—‘we will not deny or delay justice
to any man’—which by dilatory methods
causes loss to the injured or suppliant party.
Premier Jones of Prince Edward Island has
boasted that the Maritimes gained two mil-
lion dollars through the delay in the hear-
ings. It is a boast of which no right-mind-
ed citizen should feel proud. It is money
which has been wrongfully filched from the
treasuries of the Canadian sailways.”

By contrast, Ontario newspapers are fair
and reasonable in their comments. The
Toronto Globe and Mail, for example, while
supporting railway claims for a rates in-
crease, concedes that the opposing Provinces
have a just grievance. “They argue,” it
says, “and this is not denied by Ontario and
Quebec, that increased railway charges
fall most heavily on Prairie and Maritime
shippers and consumers.”

Our Sydney contemporary makes no
such concessions. It rushes to defend the
Board's discriminatory ruling with the zeal
of a convert, denouncing all and sundry
who have sought “by stalling tactics” to off-
set the disadvantages to our Maritime farm-
ers and other shippers which will accrue,
and dissociating itself entirely from all
“cheap and unwarranted propaganda eman-
ating from the Maritimes and from the
West” in opposition to the increases.

There is, of course, merit in “daring to
be a Daniel,” and having the courage of
one's convictions regardless of the cost. But
in this case we think our old friend the
Post-Record protests its rectitude over-
much. We sense the aromu of a nigger in
the woodpile,—a quite sizeable capitalistic
‘nigger—who certainly is not without the
means of fighting propaganda battles on his
own account, and of amply compensating
his auxiliaries.

To Prevent Wanton Wastes

‘The Provincial Government has done a
wige thing in acquiring the abandoned R. C.
A, F, camp at Mount Pleasant. It is in-
tended to turn over e movedble assets to
" a local, company, to liquidate, It is a costly
matter keeping such property unoccuplied,
“and, moreover, a source of worry and loss
i apart altogether from depreciation. The
. price finally obtained from the Federal
iluthoﬂtiei was reasonable, after selecting
' portions of the moveable estate which
might prove useful to the Province or R. C.
F. Station at Summerside, the balance
: %:Mm to the company at a

country and probably there will be, still
more. There is a principle involved which
directly affects the interests of all citizens.

“With the government digging deeply
into the pockets of every taxpayer and with
unemployment bringing fresh problems,’ it
would seem in order to suggest that the time
has come to cease regarding government
property as nobody’s property. “And when
something like the Farnham case occurs it
would be more reassuring to the harassed
taxpayers if it were dealt with in a frank
and forthright manner rather than as
though it concerned the taxpayer hardly at
all.”

EDITORIAL NOIFS

1ne Legislature resumed yesterday after

the week-end ' recess.
L]

Halifax and Saint John are hLeneficiaries

from the recent spell of cold weather. It

will be remembered that icebreakers started

to open up the St. Lawrence January 30,

much to the dismay of the Maritime ports.
L - L]
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Alberta’s Government is in theory the
reverse of socialistic, Qut with bulging cof-
fers from loil discgveries, Premier Manning
predicts a record spending programme of
$74,676,791 which will probably provide so-
cial services which turn Saskatchewan’s
C. C. F.’ers green with envy.

“Sixty per cent of U. S. farmers are un-
fit for their jobs because they hate their
animals and hate the soil,” Farmer-Author
Louis Bromfield said in Kansas City. “A
farmer to succeed needs to be part business-
man, part specialist and part scientist, and
love his job.” What percentage of our farm-
ers are in this category?

-~ . * L]

His Majesty may well be successful in
reviving the custom of dressing for cin-
ner. His innovation of a tartan dinner jac-
ket could readily be accepted as the most
comfortable wear for after work. In any
case many Canadians are already in the
height of fashion.

»

The R. C. N.’s decision to train its own
executive branch officer cadets is timely.
We owe the Royal Navy gratitude for pro-
viding that instruction during the years
when our largest ship was a destroyer but
now, with an aircraft carrier-and a cruiser
in commission. it is appropriate that we
should provide the training for the officers
to be.

L
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Defence Minister Claxton gives the pro-
portion of the defence budget for air as be-
ing 29 per cent by the U. K., 30 per cent by
France, 34 per cent by the U. S. A. and 42.6
per cent by Canada and that, “This propor-
tion will be further increased to 44.8 per
cent for 1950-51, The percentages, how-
ever, are not the important thing. What is
necessary is to provide adequate resources
to enable the three branches to be ready for
their part in ¢ase of emergency.

“You cannot keep a good man down.”
Mr. T. F. Mitchell, manager of the Bank
of Nova Scotia for the last two-and-a-half
years here, has already been promoted As-
sistant Supervisor of the Bank’s Maritime
branches with headquarters at Saint John.
In his short sojourn Mr. Mitchell has been
exceedingly popular, not only with the
Bank’s patrons but in the community gen-
erally where he has identified himself close-
ly with many progressive and charitable
movements,

It is interesting to note that the Massey
Commission on Arts and Science has cost
so far $96,000. The five commissionets,
headed by Rt. Hon, Vincent Massey, col-
lected about $36,000 in travelling experses
and fees. Travelling expenses and fees of
the commissioners to Feb, 20: ' Mr. Massey,
$7,400; Rev. G. H. Levesque, $7,000; Dr.
Norman MacKenzie, $8,700; Dr. Helen Neat-
by, $7,800; Dr. Arthur Surveyer, $5,000.
Two secretaries are on the commission staff.
A. A. Day received $7,400, and R. Gameau,
$6,400. ' Peter Wright of Toronto, one of the;
commission’s legal counsel, received $7,900.

.. L ] .

Sir John Frederick William Herschel,
English astrongmer, born this date 1792,
His “Qutlines of Astronomy” was the first
popular publication which put the subject
“on the map” for the average citizen. Un-
til his story of the skies became widely read,
the heavens were merely darkness illumin-
ated with the moon and lnnwnerablem
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COPPER TOKENS

R 2P
Sir,—I have ,been reading with
inleresi a number  of letters
which have appeared lately in
your Public Forum, relative .to
some old copper. coins which your
subscribers nhave in their .posses+
sion. These copper tokens, which
were made n England,. were
never “legal tender”, ‘but as small
coinage was scarce, were issued
by lsland mepchants, and, would
be accepted at lhese slores,
The coins bearing the imprint
of a full rigged ship with the in-
scription  “Ships  Colonies and
Commerce” were issued by the
“London Holse.” This slore was,
1 think, situated on the site now
occupied by the Royal Bank.
The token with the motto "Self
Government and Free Trade”, Iy
have seen in two dates, 1855 and
1857, From the motto 1 would
infer that they were issued by
some sitrong anti-confederationist.
The token with the plow and split
cod, bearing the inscripiion:
“Speed the Plow and Success to
the Fisheries" are not dated, but
were probably issued about the
same tlme.
The old Prince Edward Island
Tree cents, as we used to call
them, were issued at a time when
this Island was a Crown Colony.
The inscription “Parva sub in-
genti” refers to the small island
being sheltered by the greater.
The only ones of these coins that
I have come across bear the date
1871, which would be just previ-
ous to Confederation which took
place in 1873,
I am, Sir, ete,
W. F. ALAN STEWART
Strathgartney, P.E.I

Old Charlottetown

(And P, E. 1)

LEGISLATIVE DEADLOCK

House of Assembly, April 26,
1850:

Excerpt from the Address in
reply to the Speech from the
Throne, to His Exceliency Sir
Donald Campbell, Lieutenant-Gov~
ernor: .
“Although anxious to proceed
with the despaich of the local
business, together with the con-
sideration of those imporiant sub-
jects affecting the general inter-
ests of the British North Ameri-
can Colonies, to which our at-
tention was directed in the last
Session, yet we regret to have to
say, that as your Excellency's
Speech conlains no Intimation of
your readiness {o accede to the
wishes of the House of Assembly,
in pect to the ruction
of your Excellency's Government,
as indicated by their vote of want

CGARLOTYE TOWN'S |
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The prophels of . gloom have
been doing thelr best to aslart a
depression with talk .of toboggan-
ing farm markets and mounting
unemployment.. Nobody seems to
belive them. Meantime we're- do~
ing very well here in Canada—
Lethbridge Herald, ;

The truth will out! All during
the past bitter month, Edmonton's
canny citizens were pretty sure
that' nothing like it had gever
been seen or rather [felt, before,
And now the weather office has
contirmed the evidencd of their
ears, January was the coldest
month “ever recorded here.—Ed~
monton Journal.

Sirs: Returning from my wed-
ding trip to Hawali, I began catch~
ing up on my reading. I was flat-
tered to see a picture of Mrs,
Gable and me in Life. However,
1 must correct your statement that
I said I have turned down - 5000
marriage proposals. This state-
ment was never made by me and
has no basis in fact. This quote
ofgen crops up to embarrass me.
To my knowledge I have never
been proposed to by any woman.
C!u;:e Gable, Culver City, Calif.
—Life.

The last word in luxury has
been spoken. At least, we hope
so, The British car which .won
the C de Confort at Monte
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; The Age-0ld Story :

The eye of the Lord ls upon
them that fear Him, upon them
that hope in His mercy.

The Longest River

(From the Mn;hester Guardian)

As every almanack editor knows,
the identity of the world's longest
river is a matter of passionate in-
terest to the common reader. It
must be plainly stated, side by
side with-the Signs of the Zodiac
and ths names of public school
head masters; its length should be
given to the nearest mile,

A writer in the “Geographical
Journal” has lately remeasured
from the “World Aeronautical
Charts” the major rivers from
their remotest sources; where two

and a long course.

His findings are a nasty knock
for the Mississippi-Missouri, which
even “Whitaker” puts at the top
of its list with a length of 4,502
miles and the “Encyclopaedia Brit-
annica” with 4,200. (In the iour-
teenth edition it said 6870.) As
most laymen have known from
kindergarten days, the Amazon is
proved the winner with a lergth
of 4050 miles,

The Nile comes second Wwith
3030 miles; the North American
pretender third with 3,760, the
Yangstze Kiang x:ourt.h with 3,500

of Contidence, in the last S
we are reluctantly compelled by
a due regard for the responsibil-
ity we have incurred to our con-
stituents, to adhere to our resolu-
tion of postponing the dispatch
of the general - business of - the
Colony, and the copsideration of
the important subjects referred to
by your Excellency, until such
time as it may be found expedi-
ent to comply with the wishes of
Her Majesty’s subjects in this
Colony, in respect to the question
of R eible Gover: 49

From the reply of His Exocel-
lency the Lieutenant Governor to
the Address, April 29, 1850:

“I regret tp learn that you do
not intend to proceed with the
despatch of the general business

the Colony, nor with the con-
sideration of the important sub-
jecls affecting the general inter-
ests of the British North Ameri-
can Colonies, to which I have di-
rected your attention.- I should
fail in the performance of my
duty, if I did not express my dis-
apprebation of this premeditated
neglect of your Legislative func-
tions.”

s e
Fl

and the Yenisel fifth with
3350 miles. This news should
send geogrphers . sowrrying for
their measuring wheels, Less emo~
tional persons may care to refer
to such reference books as they
p and re ine the secti
dealing with rivers.

The “New York World Tele~
gram’s” 1 r 1
awards the palm to the Nile with
a Jength of 4,160 miles; indeed, the
river seems to have grown 1€0
miles longer since the publication
of the 1946 edition.

Another American volume, “In=-
formation Please,” does the same;
it ‘also gives the Mississippi-Mis-
souri’s length to the nearest mile
—3088 miles—and puts the poor
Amazon third. One English en-
cyclopaedia reduces it to & miser-
able 3,400 miles in length. Such
errors do not pass urnoticed.

SCHOOL FOR CAMPERS
MIONTREAL — (CP) = A new
serles of eveninmg courses at Mc-
Gill University’'s Redpath Museum
is tailor-made for the amateur
camper and naturalist,  Lectures
deal with everything from map-
reading to insects and nature
photography.

From a resolution pted by
the House of Assembly, April 30,
1850:

“That' in consequence of the
continued determination of His
Excellency Sir Donald Campbeil
to oppose the wishes of the House
in the reconstruction of his Ex-
ecutive, Council, they have no al-
ternative but stillgto decline the
prosecution of an¥ other legisia-
tive business than such as the
exigencies of the Colony may re-
quire;

“That His Excellency the Lieu~
tenant Governor, in his reply to
the Address of the House, on the
20th instant, having imputed to this
House the ‘premedidaled mneglect
of thelr Legislative dutles, did)
by sueh expression, violate the
privileges of this House and the
decorum which ought'to b& obe
served in the communications be-

twixt the different parts of the, ¥ A -

Lepiisre, and wiih tnis House |}, T ene ¥ RIS, 4 A

up to thet date, in regard to His :::.bwla-hun:bl-nnu,.m
Excellency, had strictly observed; vertenced Companies, TATRN
and that such conduct on the part {l

of His Excellency was calculsted |l This

rather to irritate than fo con< ||} 78 years,

ciliate this branch of. the Legisie- |l w1 iy

ture.”

From the Sgeech by the Lieu-
tenant Governor, wmmugc, the

Assernbly, May: 1, 1850:
“I regret that It is not i

results ot

of the people which can least at-
ford to lose them.

“These and other Supplies neces-
sary for the due performance of
the public service having been
refused by the Assembly, I do not
see_ that any .useful purpose can
.be ailained by your remainlng in
scasion, and I will ‘therefore re-
lieve you from further attendance,
ng’ enable you to return to your
refpecyive homes and occupa-
tions.”

channels exist he charted a short ( Should

CNRISTIAN NAMES

In Christian world Mary the gar-

land wears!
Rebecca sweetens on a Hebrew's

ear;
Quakers for pure Priscilla are more

olear;

And the light Gaul by amorous
Ninon swears,

Among the lesser lights how Lucy
shines!

What air of fragrance Rosamond
throws around!

How like a hymn doth sweet Cec-
ilia sound!

Of Marthas, and of Abigails, few
lines

Have bragged inl verse. Of coarsest

- household stuff
Joan be fashion-ed.

But . can \

You Barbara resist, or Marian?

And is pot Clare for love exocuse
enough?

Yet, by my faith in numbers, I pro-
1

ess
These all, than Saxon Bdith, please
me less.

—Charles Lamb (1775-1834).

World Catalogue
Plants

(Ottawa Citizen)

T 3

Apart from «{ts political useful-
ness, the United Nations continues
to give valuable scientific service
that should have its effect on ¥m-
proving living conditions in the
world. The work is done quietly

Carlo was equipped, among other
things, with a cocktall cabinet,
writing desks and typewriters.
Add to these accessories the radio-
telephones which are being in-
stalled in some American . cars,
and man may cease to grow legs
and lUye on wheels.—News Chron-
icle (London).

General MacArthur is asking
Russia to send back several hun-
dred thousand prisoners of war,
But that is a humane gesture.
Japan doesn't need these people.
She has too many as-it is and her
population is growing rapidly, It
was 73,000,000 at the end of the
war. It is 83,000,000 now. By

1970, at the present rate, it will
be 100,000,000
group of relatively small volcanic
islands poor in arable land -and
poor in resources. ~— Vancouver
Province.

And Japan is a

hands.  Already the Dominion

Parliament has had a taste. of
the problems of gas marketing.

One may, therefore, ask just what
is the federal policy on oil and
gas  product] and teating
True, production largely comes
under provincial jurisdiction but

~ Notes By The Way |

I msy well bo that, within a4
very few years, Canada will have
an oil marketing problem on her

oil .marketing will be i
vincial “and internationa), 'm"’c'ﬁi
lawa must assume some respon-
sibility  for providing the bes;
conditions for the development of
an industry which has suddenly
blogimed on the Western Praivies
—Lethbridge Herald. .

—

\

Langusges, like the men and L
men Wwho use them, grow old and
die. Within recorded history, ton.
gues which were used by milliony
passed away. The remains of
these dead languages are in maus.
leums, on stone monuments ¢
entombed in dusly books, The
spirit that made them alive and
vibrant has fled. 1t has departed
with the peoples who used them
to efpress the joys and Sorrows,
the mvu}’m“ and the final causes
g‘rll’e‘;i:::y ay living. —‘Wmmpeg

The proposal that the Yokoh:
Cemelery in - which lie ltlk::::
Canadlan soldiers who fell in the
defence of Hong Kong should be
planted with trees from this p,.
minion was a particularly happy
thought.  We do not know wha
government official or gprivate ojt.
izen may -have been responsipl
| for the suggestion, but there can

be no doubt that to the relatiyes
and friends of the men who died

across the Pacific, the th
that these living “bits of oé'lfxla‘-t
ada” will grow o shade the

graves of their loved ones wy

bring consolation. — ictori
T Victoris

b .ymn inter, ploy
ed on a spot of redecoration in &

Bearsden home, noticed that ti
maid was very attractive, and
tried to enter into a flirtation
with her, She repulged his ad-
vances, but — as he was quite 5
persqnable young man - suggest.
ed: “If you care to come out and
s¢e-me this evening — this is my
night off—" He interrupted her,
iWhat” he said - incredulously,

y ain time?”’ — S, Sve.
o AL B Glasgow Eve

 For Foot Aliament
' Consult {
M.J.A. BROWN D, P, |
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Frederic A. Large, K.C.

without the fanfare that arises from
the political clash between East
and West, Consequently 1t receiv-
es little public attention. “This is
a pity, for the result is a tendency
to lose sight of the solid achieve-

L 4

A. Walthen Gaudet,
- LL.B.

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, Etc.
Phillips Building

M. Alban Farmer

MONEY TO LOAN
B.A.,  LLB.
BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, Et
- Charlottetown, P. E L

J. S. TAYLOR

Optometrist
Eyes mnln‘e:i, glasses fit-

Corner Kent & Queen. Sts
Office Phone 1936—House 1013

“Electrical Gontractor
WIRIKG AND BEPAIRDIO
ERNEST R RAMBAY,
ID_ Elm Ave  Phone 10630

A, W. MATHESON . K.O,
A. B PEAKE 84 (LB

: & gt Ak st ¢
—Ropre
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INSURE' YOUR FUTURE
 WITH INSURANCE

firm has been established in the Insuraiics business for

mhm e

i

e

ments of t\?ett Unite(lld Nations in m ¥
creating a er world. to Loan Collect
The U. N. Food and_ Agricultural | 21207
orgniutiox;h is one of th:w gTOUpS b P Nl 'l o
performing these undramatic tasks. Joh
The F. A. O. is now a/] Chas. R. McQuaid h ¥F. Nichoison,
wgu‘i‘ %uogue moarugen::i‘::l ml. BA I.I..B.
whic! eventually enable - ;
ers to learn the characteristics of BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, BARRISTER, SOLICITOR,
any plant in ‘the world., ‘Without | . INOTARY, Eto., ,  Ete, :
such & gatalogue, 1t s doubtful Eastern Trust \lullding 154 Prince St., Ch'town.
whether world plant  resources TTOWY PHONE 2838
would ever have been thoroughly Phone 1) ;
‘available fo breeders. True, a
single gov::ntr:ent with wor:g-
wide ~ocontacts, such s | Bell & Mathieson
British or American  adminis-
trations, lght have complled the u:nm SQLIGITORS. & Dr. A. L. Maclsaac
catalogue, Bu! remain or an M.L. . &%
international agency to do the job.| DI MATHIESON, I B. KO DENT'_ST
It will mean, for example that Attorneys at “D'I' e Dental X-Ray
breeders in Canada will have avail.| LOANS ON CITY AN GLORIA BUILDING
able to them a list of most of the PROPERTIES 179 Géafton St
plants in the world, and informa- 180 Rlohmond St. %0
tion.on the type of soil and climate Cbarlottetown, P.EJ Phone
that encourages their growth, It
1;‘ ?’en eex‘lf:;mona v.{;c’!makln:. but S s Gaud % H d
] sre obvious. audet azar
Mmﬂ & Peake Barristora, Solloitors, «otaries Et6
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