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‘There’s none ;—wi—n but that he

From time to time some grave

—Old Mother Nature.

Grandfather Mite was only five
months old as you and I count time,
but in Mouseville, out on the Green
Meadows, he was old. That is, he
was completely grown up and was
looked up to by other Meadow Mice
as one who had learned all the
answers, Of course, he hadn’t. No
one ever learned all the answers,
and that is a good thing.

But Grandfather Mite really was
wise in the things that a Meadow
Mouse should know. The very fact
‘hat he had lived to be a grand-
father was proof of this. As a
matter of fact, he was a great-
grandfather at five months of age,
and great-grandfathers are sup-
posed to be very old and very wise.
Even so, he still had much to learn,
and he was smart enough to know
rhi.s.

It was very seldom. that he
ventured up on the surface of the
enow that covered the Green
Meadows. The temptation to do so
was hard to resist. When winter
comes to the Green Meadows there
are tall weeds that still hold their
seeds in their tops. When the snow
1s deep, those tops of the weeds are
just above the surface. Then it is
casy for a Mouse to gather the
wseds. He is so light that he doesn’t
sink into the snow, and he can run
about on it with ease. So, he can
run from the top of one weed to
the top of another and help him-
velf to thcse seeds.

But that is dangerous. Sharp eyes
are always watching- for foolish
Mice. Against the white snow their
little gray coats show up sharply
and can be seen for a long distance.
Thus it is a wise Mouse who
vesists temptation and stays down
ander the snow. But even a wise
Mouse is scmetimes tempted, and
It was just so with Grandfather
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Butcher the Shrike had caught
him.

Mite. Only once or twice in his lfe
had he climbed a weed stalk, and
ventured out on the snow, and then
he had never stayed long. He
couldn't forget how many venture-
some young Mice he had seen
climb out on the snow, and th¢n
disappear. They simply never had
come back.

Now Grandfather Mite kuew
most of the enemies to be watched
out for. He knew Reddy Fox and
Mrs. Reddy, Black Pussy the Cat,
Jimmy Skunk, even Shadow the
Weasel. He was one of the very few
in Mouseville who had seen Shadow
the Weasel and lived to tell of it.
He knew Killy the Sparrow Hawk
was to be watched out for. In fact,
he knew that all the Hawk famiuly
were enemies, as were all members
of the Owl family. He had learned
that Blacky the Crow was not to be
trusted too near. " In fact, he
thought he knew all the hungry
folk who are constantly hunting for
Mouse dinners. .

Then one day he climbed a weed
stalk and poked his head out for
a look around. A little way from
him was a fence-post. Not far away
another weed stalk showed above.

Bird sitting there, He was near the
size of SBammy Jay. He was dressed
in .gray, with black and white
trimmings, very mneat, and quite
harmless looking, except for one
thing; he wore a black mask, just
as Bobby Coon does. One is always
distrustful of folks wearing black
asks.

“That fellow isn't big enough. to
hurt anybody.® said the young
Mouse,
“True,” replied Grandpa Mite.
stay close to that hole you just
hurt anybody,” said the young
came out of.” ~

“Huh!” cried the young Mouse,
and scampered over the snow past
that post.

post flew down. A moment later he
flew back up on the post, The
young Mouse was with him. But-
cher the Shrike had caught him.
‘“Too, too bad!” sald Grampa
Mite. *“Fhat fellow doesn't lock
dangerous, either. Live and learn.
;.r we Mice Yon't learn, we don't
ive,

Italians Confused
Over Red Blast
At "Beizbol”

[}

_ROME. Dec. T —(AP)—A Rus-
|sian  tirade against ‘“degraded”
beizbol has Itallan sports circles
confused. “Can this be pallabase?”
fans are asking.

| Pallabase, pronounced pallabas-
seh and known in some quarters
|as baseball, came to Italy with the

United States soldier during the
Second World War. It has steadily
grown in spectator interest.

The newspaper Soviet Sport sald
Tuesday:

“American imperialists are at-
tempting to encourage the growth
among Italian youth of rudeness,
cruelty and hate for the enemy,
striving for personal glory as an
integral part of the arms race and
for this reasog forcing beizbol and
American fubol on the Italians.”
Although the newspaper's de-
scription of the game leaves much
to the imagination, beizbol and
pallabase appear to be one; the
same game the Russians recently
claimed they invented 300 years
ago under the name of lapta.
Itallans haven't discovered the
cruel and dangerous aspects often
attributed to the game in the So-

The feathered watchey on the|’

Contract Bridge
8y Josephine Clubertson

0 )0 V<00 0 -0 e
AN UNCOOPERATIVE OPPONENT

South had no conceivable right to
bid a slam in the following hand,
but sit's safe to ‘say that he would

have profited by his rashness it an|-

average player had been in the
West position. -

North dealer. .
Both sides vulnerable,
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The bldding:
North East South West
3NT Pass: 44 Pass

54 Pass 64 Pass
Pass Pass

Since  North's  three-notrurnp
opening was shaded by one point
under the point-count method of
evaluation, he shouldn't have raised
to five spades, but South certalnly
shouldn’t have accepted this slam
invitation!

Observe, however, that 12 tricks
would have become ironclad 1if
West, following the practice of so
many players, had opened, the dia-
mond ace. It was to West's credit
that he not only resisted this
temptation, but also avoided an-
other trap he was soon to encounter.

West's actual lead was the spade
jack. Dummy’'s ace won and the
spade queen was cashed, then a
third round was led to South's king.

Now the diamond was led toward
dummy — and though West
strongly suspected, from the nature
of his own and dummy’'s holdings,
that it was a singleton, he shrewdly
refused to put up the ace! He
proceeded on this sound reasoning:
it he played low, there was &
strong probability that he would
lose his ace; but if he refused to
lose that card, there was an even
stronger probabllity that he would
deliver all the rest of the tricks to
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By Al Capp

o, LIT, ABNER!!= WHY IS YO’
RUNNIN' AWAY FUM MAH LOVIN'
ARMS —FUM MAH WARM LIPS -
FOM ALL TH' PENT-UP ROMANCE.
IN MAH TREMB,
YOUNG HIDE

AT THAT INSTANT —~A BLACK
Z00MS FAR

INTO DOGPLTCH ~

TIPPY AND “CAP” STUBS

a S0P, THAT CAR NEVER

T NEVER.
~-SO Ble ORWELL BOUGHT RUN SINCE DiGGY 60T IT
FROM TH” JUNK MAN TEN
YEARS AGO, AN’
ORWELL SAYS--
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By Carl Anderson
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BRINGING UP FATHER

GOOD MORNING - SIR /
ID LIKE TO INTEREST
A NEW PRODUCT

the snow. Up this stalk climbed a viet press. A rhubarb that would
, 7 . have caused an uproar, in an|the enemv. ING AFTER DARK - THE
young Mouse. He was a lively young| = 0 "5 0 park brought only| When West ducked the diamond ALARM 'N‘gmm,y

b w just the age to AROLIGES
Mouse. He as J B MEMBER OF THE
HOUSEHOLD

1 mild whistles at an all-star game|lead ( and thereby “Went to sleep
;l:,ion: h;ekn;‘: ;?tuthg:r:m:h;ﬁ last -fall between Italy and Spain. with his ace”) declarer was helpless.
hascliy look in all directions before| And the whistlers were prompt-|Even though the club finesse work-
climbing out on the snow. There ly slapped down. “Pallabase is a|ed. there was no way to avold the
| were few seeds in the top of that technical game,” the vannouncerllcss of two heart tricks.

weed, 50 he started to run over to|declared in a stern voice. "Th“"\

| mo"'mr weed. ~ are“four arbiters and two manag-!
“Don't do It!' squeaked Grand- QL

Italians find the roughest par!
fa',‘;,‘;: ;’(‘"\I‘;g Mouse stopped. “Don’t of the game the “va alla casa” (gc ACKACH l
help

do what?” he asked to the house), or “slide”, as it i = o A
’ "% : known in Yankee Stadium. " Por quic or
“Don't go away from that hole|™my,ey “a1c5 find the lanciator ngﬁfnﬁ‘}:gggg“‘;ﬁgggmgm

I for common
erdinary sore

you have just come out of,” replied
Grandfather Mite. “There's a Bird
over on that post.”

(pitcher) works too hard and oc-
casionally will cheer louder for r
palla alta (fly) than for a base per

and loss of energy due to Kidney and Bladde
troubles, try Cystex. Quick, complete satise
faction or money back. Don't suffer anothet
day without asking your druggist for Cystex

The young Mouse looked over at ,.ttuto (nit),
the post. Sure enough, there was a |

RUDOLPH THE RED NOSED REINDEER

IT's ONLY MY RAVORITE HOBBY, CHRISTMAS 1S ALMOST HERE, BADDY, DON'T I KNOW W,HDPW.'

RUDOLPH ! \F YOU'VE 60T A AND SANTA SAYS HE EXPECTS YOUR WON " L NCSE 18

MINUTE, T'LL SHOW YOU THE BAD WEATHER! I REALLY CANT A LIFESAVER! BUT ﬂfRELV

FINEST DARKROOM THIS 8IDE GPARE THE TIME/ YOU KNOW JUST A MINUTE WON'T

OF THE NORTH POLE/ HOW HE CCUNTS ON MY NOSE HURT!
h TO LIGHT THE WAY/

By Robert L. May

THANKS, BADDY! YOURE
GMART, YOURGELE !
I DIDN'T KNOW YOU KNEW

Nappleon and Uncle Elby

THiISAL MAKE THREE OF THEM !/
THAT

OUGHTA HOLD US,
o v EN,BoY 7 /\
WilLL - LY OF Y 1 DON'T WANT —
mmmm B. KN | To SPOIL NO —_ ™ X

SPARE A LIV / CHILE'S CAKE.
BITTY OF
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By Ruford
\

WE THINK YOU SHOULD \|
WAVE THE BIGGEST CLOSET
IN WHICH TO HIDE
[ > CHRISTMAS

- _‘_By Alex Raymond

7
EMEMBER, PETER MY it
BOY, THE POLICE WiLL (]
REGARD YOU, TOO, AS A
SUSPECT IN THE MURDZR OF JESSICA 1S THE

HARRY MILLBANKS... i Y b p ONE TO THINK
. 3 ) F NOW!

T [

N GONE, KING.. SHE "SCUSE ME,GENTS...\ A WHY NOT 2.,
SAID WED NEYER BUT THAT ‘MITRO" GONG GUSIIIL 6RAB A
SEEHER AGAIN,”. 15 LOA gsp.’ 1T5A )| M y_/f. <~ \\EUP OF COFFEE.
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