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KEEP THOSE
DOORS CLOSED!

THEFIREintheservice

tunnels sent a toxic smoke
through most of the build-
ings on campus causing most
of them to be evacuated.

However, according to Ron
Kennedy of the Charlotte-

town Fire Marshal’s office, it

need not have happened.

Kennedy said that if fire

doors in most buildings had
been kept closed, the smoke
would not have made such

quick progress.

“If the fire doors had

been shut during that lit-

tle incident they had we
wouldn’t have had the dam-

age we had with smoke nor
such a possibility of people

losing their lives,” he said.

Provincial
regulations state that all fire

doorsin all buildings on cam-

pus mustbe kept closed atall

times. These doors slow the

flow of smoke throughout a
building allowing more time

for people to escape during a

fire.

However, besides imped-

ing the flow of smoke, fire

doors also impede the flow

of traffic. For many years,

fire doors at UPEI have been
blocked open by faculty and

staff in the various buildings

annoyed by having to con-

stantly open them. After the

fire reminded them why the

doors were installed in the

first place, the UPEI main-

tenance department removed
many of the blocks holding

open the doors.

Now, however, doors are

being wedged open again. In
Kelley Building, for example,

two blue doors sealing the

hallway between the book-

store and the registrar’s of- _
fice are again blocked open,
two weeks after fire caused

the building to be evacuated.

At the utility building,

orders are beginning to ap-

pear on requisition forms
for commercial door wedges.
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Don Coles of the Phy

cal Plant says also that
has been getting calls fr

people on campus want

the wedges they remo

brought back.

In a univers

setting with high traffic fic
through corridors, it is
evitable that this type of s
closing fire door eventu

be wedged open by an |!

noyed faculty or staff me

ber. To prevent this dang

many universities and ot!

institutions now have do

with magnetic latches tl

release only in the event

a fire. Thesedoorsare 0]

all the time but are trip]

into closing whena fireala

is pulled.

Don Coles said this +)

of door would be very ex?

sive to install.

“They would haveto

wired back to the fire P

els,” he said. “The wi

system would have to

changed.” Coles indict

that he would like to!

doors of this type instal

but suchinstallation req"!

funding.-

However, with fac

and staff continually b!
‘ing open the doors, the

versity may have no chi

but to install them. Ken!

said that if the doors °
tinue to be a problem
Fire Marshal's office has

authority to either clos¢

building or order the “|

lation of the emergency

release door.

Kennedy indicated

closing a_ building bec

the fire doors were

ing blocked open would

ridiculous and he_ hé

plans to do so.

UPEIwould havet?

the bill for the cost of?
lation, a financial burd¢

University may not b®
to undertake for some¢

 


