BIRTHPLACE OF CANADA

‘Fairest lan

By GEORGE V. FRASER
Prince Edward Island, Can-
ada’s smallest province, is a
shaped Isfand in the |
St. Lawrence on the
Atlantic coastline of Canada
Besides having the distinction
of being Canada's smallest pro-

vince, the Island has the honor
of being “The Birthplace of
Canada™. Tt was in Charlotte-

town in 1864 that the Fathers of
Confederation held their first
meeting. Statesmen from Upj

L
{ites atisoded his. . momenious
meeting in the Island capital
which launched the discussions
that, three years later, culminat-

ed in the Confedration of Brilish
North American colonies into the
Dominion of Canada.

Besides being known as The |
Birthplace of Camada Prince |
Edward Island is proud of its|
oiher descriptive titles— “The
Island”, “Garden of the Gulf",
“ The \nnum»«m Farm”, and
“The Kentu f Canada”. It
was ofticially hamed Prince Ed-

ard in 1799 in honor of Prince

Bdward, Duke of Kent, father of |
Queen Victoria. Prior to that it
was called Saint John Island by
the English, who captured it
from the French in 1738, The

French in 1758, Frenon

called it Ile St. Jean. But pro-
bably the most romantic name
of all was that given it by its
original inhabitants, Lhe MicMac
Indians. They call Abeg-
weit, which, in their laungua;:e,l
meant ‘‘Cradle on the Wav

FIRST EXPLORER
Jacques Cartier is believed to |
have been the first of the early |
explorers to have set foot on the |
island. Other European explor-
including John Cabot, may
have sighted it during fhcic vl
fo the east coast of present day
Canada. But Carter, wio land-
ed at Cape Kildare, was the |
mszn;\m(zehmn o e 1eft =
record of having visited the Is- | early settlers were the
land. He descirbed it as ‘“The mLﬂed from oppressions  in
fairest land 'tis possible to see” | fheir homeland. The earliest
but commented o the lack of | group came with Macdonald of
harbors. Had Cartier continued  Glenaladale in 1772 and settled
around to the south of eastern!gt Scotchfort near Mount Stew-
+ he would have found|art, Then came the 800 hardy
fine harbors, He en- | Seotsmen who followed Lord Sel-
countered a few of the Indians kirk to the new world. They
Who inhabited the place but|settled near present-day Eldon
found them extremely shy. But |an their descendants are pros-
his visit was brief and he did perous farmers and fishermn in
not peneirate inland. the area. Another early group
Although = Cartier took pos- | of settlers were the United Em-
session of the territory for | pire Loyalists who came from |
;;rlz;nc&ai’n (‘}‘:th was not until | the United States after the |
rived. ‘These. hardy souls weee | American War of Independence.
brought to this part of the new |  The early settlers of Prince
orld by Count 5. Preree m\fldwa_rd Island were a fiercely

first \ lependent lot. They fought
LaJole, s Port | hard for self-government and |
from Present day | against unjust measures impos-
DISASTERS m‘ar]"tw“ " led by a Colonial government

Another man who Je bis print | One such measure was sbseniee
on the pages of French Colonial | tandlordism. In 1767 the Board |
days on the is was Jean. |of Trade and Plantations in
Fierre. Deoma. e founded | England divided the colony into
on ambitious setilement at Three | 7 lots and apportioned thiese to
Rive; denell p,,‘m ‘pervms to whom the r-rmm owed
But hmm for a vast avm These ~ absente

cial. empire which he cherished |1ords _collected “quite”

faded fast in the face of several | from farmers until the latter re-

Scots | belled against the unsatisfactory | eventful day, September 1,

land- | chairs they sat on,
s | pieces of furniture are still

1864

situation an¢ 1873, when the when the momentous meeting

‘;-rmmc. Soaed Cmnfaier‘auum, was held. On the west wall of

the law was changed. the Chamber is a plaque bear-

Yo ondlons et e lheu'“ng these words:

holdings to the Provincial Gov-| “In the hearts and minds of

ernment which, in tum, sold | the delegates who assembled in

the land to Island people. | éhis rom on Sept. 1. 1864 was

born the Dominion of Canada

GOVERNMENT SEAT Providence being thewr guide
Self-government had b e e 0| they builded better than they

granted in 1851 and represen- | kmew."

Bives clacied by the  people

Prince Edward Island Is only
looked after the laws of the pro-
nce. Today

]l«)nu&langzndfrum‘ilow
miles wide. It is deeply indented

of a Lieutenant-Governor, cuf
Legislative Asemh!y‘ the 15‘ | inlets and tidal streams. 1t is
ter headed by er. The | separated from the mainland by
Province Bullding in the capital| tus Noraumperland Strait. Five
city of Charlottetown, built in|modern ferries maintain com-
1847, is the seat of government|munication at two terminals,
and also houses Confederation | one in the western section and
Chamber, 1t was here the Fall| one in the cast. The shortest
ers of Confederation met crossing is only nine
1864. Thousands of visitors from | miles. The island consists of
all parts of North America come | gently rolling countryside. Hills
each year to see the historic| are few and far between—most
room. The table Tound whici| of the country is flat. The high-
the nation builders sat, the 2| egt elevation is only 500 feet. A
othe* | pegvork ved highways
traverses the province.
The island province

there just as they were on that|

clm\alp Tn summer the days are

not too hot and the evenings
are cool. Mean temperature in |the Museum at Montague,
July is 65 degrees Fahrenheit. |an old and, at Norta

E it lue e Sresetere

rm 12A

The Guardian - The Evening Patris

1s possible to see '—Cartier:

Average rainfall| The Island is primarily an
5 inches a month. | agriculural province This basic
LEADIN industry along with the fisheries,
This ideal climate, plus some lccvunu for most of the income
of the finest beaches in North the people. However, tourism
America where warm, sait-water | s rapidly becoming an import-
bathing is at its best, makes the | ant source of revenue for the
Island a leading vacation area|province.

Visitors totalling almost three | Largest cash crop on the
times the population of the pro-| «illion-Acer Farm" is pota-
Vince come to the Gorden of (e | gas. v op the highest quali.
Gulf each summer for a seaside | ty seed potatoes in the
holiday. They are pleasantly | sre grown on island farms and
surprised by the excellent | these are shipped to several con-
sceneny in this agricultural area ilmel\lx Other agricultural items
With its green fields, red clay, | grown in quantity include dairy
biue coastal waiers, trees and | products. beef, ~bacon,  fruil
lowers it is a veritable uw ul i 4
land, More than 1,000 miles of \Eouey_and an_entirely new

is 15 degmes
|

world | Malpeque and Orwell Bay nys

mcum-m neries are located In the pro.
beans and | vince and from these are expor.

|
peas are mo reised In quantity | ed many delectable products,

to provide for the new food-| Most popular sport is harress
processing plants now operating | racing. Such is the h:lln,xm of
the province. | the “Sport of King:
The Garden Provmce, sur- 5}"":"“" ‘é Called
A of Can

rounded as it is by the sea, is olrlecledlnaﬂmld:d enl
also noted for its fine seafood. | include: golf, y
The most rewarding of the pro-| hunting and lawn bcwlm" 1.\
ducts of the sea is lobster. Fish- | door and_outdoor theatres, 1oy,
e cateh large quantities of | ster carnivels, festivels, reguy.
fhese during the two seasons, \-s ard Highland dance a nq
spring and They are sent (music competitions round oy
to markets in other parts of Sxtniner pestismes o the pro-
Canada and the United States. | vinze.

Prince Edward Island is ,
province of Canada. The capita|

at e
'The Kea
T for )

ters are coveted items on llle

menus of famous restaurants in [ elty is Charlottetown (popula.
Central Canada and eastern |tion 18,318). There are three
Queens ang

United States. The fisheries also | counties. . Kings,
include cod, and mac-| Prince. The  population i
kerel for export. Several can-|107,000.

pved

are also golfing, tennis, horse-
back riding, trout and deepsea
fishing for fun and rela:

ln Green Gables in

umfmhmwdmo‘(}reen

in the bestsel- |

lngnmd written by Lue y
‘beloved

homestead,
Rustico, a Wildife Park.

crushing disasters. Some of his
seitlers ‘were lured to other
parts; his crops were destroyed
by a plague of field mice: s
fargest vessel with all its cargo |
was lost at sea. The final blow
came in 1742 when the entire
seftlement was looted and burn- |
ed by a maurading band of New
Englanders. Thirteen years of
hard work were gone in a mat-

ter of hours but DeRoma and his
family escaped into the forest
and later moved to Quebec. To-

day the depression of the cellars
and a lonely stone cairn are all
that remain at Brudenell Point
tn mark the heroic efforts of this
brave pioneer to found a new
for himself and his

Only a few years later, in
175 the. destiny of the colony |
fell info other hands. Canada |
hecame a British possession and
the Tsland was joined with Nova |
Scotia. Six years later, however, |
i became a separate colony. It
was during this_period that it |
was seftled by Scottish,
and English groups who erossed
the stormy Atlantic Ocean in
sailing vessels to new
tomes in a new land.

The most nus of the |

3 ROOMS

Everyone Will
| LoveP.El

While In Charlottetown visit the Misses
Holmes and Bradley for quality childrens
clothing. We welcome you to our Island and
hope you will enjoy your best ever vacation.

We have the latest

® Dresses ® Blouses
Shorts ® Pyjamas
® Slims ® Swim Wear

“The first with the latest”

"WELCOME TO OUR ISLAND"

WEEK" S HILLSIDE CABINS
AND GUEST HOUSE

3 CABINS WITH PROPANE HEAT

HANDY LOVELY BEACH

Phone 6—Alberton

SEA VIEW
HOTEL

Overlooking Souris Beach.
Complete Vacation Centre

For Reservations Write—
P.O. BOX 268 SOURIS, P.E.l.

Phone 51 — Souris

has a B ———————

HOME

Great George St.

old fashioned Island hospitality
modern surroundings . ..

Our welcome mat is out for visitors and Islanders nlike

relax in the Island’s most modern surroundi

enjoy the best food and accommodatmns. Combme this wuh
and the
and the

the Island’s
answer is . .. the Peter PIII, the Rendezvous,
Islander Motor Lodge.

WELCOME

While vacationing in P. E. I have a
relaxing rest and come to Hooleys. A
warm welcome awaits you.

We carry a complete line of

ORTSWEAR

Visit Hooleys
You'll be glad you did

MENS
WEAR

Charlottetown

LE

WELCOME
YOU
THIS

CENTENNIAL

Peter Pan Drive-In
Junction Trans-Can
Mal,

Restaurant

la Highway and
peque Road

Kent St., C!

the peter pan

the rendezvous

the islander motor lodge

Charlottetown

Islander Motor Lodge
Pownal 8t., Charlotietown




