The ‘L'iny r‘oucl
(A real story of real children
for very young children) I

“Well Brenda, since you are on a
visit I suppose you'd like a trip
te town too, wouldn't you?*’ asked
Mrs. Page. “Of course, town will
be nothing new to you, but we'll
take a trip in today., I know Lau-
rie doesn‘t want to come, so we'll
just leave him home.”

“I jwant t0o go too, I want to
go too,” Laurie started to com-
plain when he noticed the twinkle
in his mother's eyes. “Oh, you
were just teasing me, weren't you?
Come on, Brenda, let's go and get
dressed up right now.”” With that
he made a race for the stairs with
Brenda at his heels.

Before long they were back, both
all dressed up, with shining faces
and hair as smooth as could be.
Mrs. Page was ready too so they
started off.

“When they got into town,
Brenda could scarcely wait to get
into the stores. *‘I have fifty cents
to spend,” she said. ‘I want to
buy something.”

‘“Yes, you'd better spend it fast
before it burns a hole in your
pocket,” teased Mrs. Page. “But
don't buy everything in the store.”

“I couldn't with only fifty cents,”
laughed Brenda as they entered
the first one.

“I'm hungry, I want something
to eat,” said Laurie.

“There’s nothing but candy here,
and you aren’'t allowed to eat that
so close to meal time,” replied
his mother. ‘‘You'll just have to
wait.”

“Here, Laurie, are some potato
chips for you. " think your Mom-
my will let you have then, for they
won't make your teeth decay,” said
Brenda as she passed him one of
the silver and blue bags.

‘Now let me see. Brenda, I think
pou need a purse to hold all your
money. You pick out one that you
like and I'll buy it,”" suggested
Mrs. Page.

Brenda looked them all over. *I
think this red one would match
my skirts."

“Fine, I'll pay for it. Now let's
go up to the next floor. I want to
buy some other things.’’

May we take the elevator?”
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THE DIGGING MATCH

If you must dig just see that you
Dig faster than the rest can do.
~—Johnny Chuck.

Young Buster Chuck,
Johnny Chuck,

eagerly questioned Brenda. ‘‘When
Anna and I are in town we just
love riding up and down on them.
We go from store to store.”
Laurie liked the elevator too, so
they made sure they had a ride
down as well.
“I didn't spend my money yet,"
said Brenda. ‘Could I look far
something for myself?"’
*Certainly,” answered Mrs. Page.
“But we'll go to another store. You
may see something there that you
would like.”
Along the street they went and
into a store with many counters
filled with all different kinds of
things. Laurie and Brenda made
straight for a counter holding toys,
Brenda looked them over. There
was” a cute doll, byt it was 98c.
She saw a toy baking set, but
thought it wouldn’t be much good.
“I don’t know what to buy,” she
sighed “I'd like a coloring book
and crayons, and I like these toy
watches, but I haven't enough
money for both.”
“Just pick out the coloring book
you like best, and I'll pay for it,
then you can buy the watch,”
whispered Mrs. Page in her ear.
With a pleased smile Brenda look-
ed the books over very carefully
until she had found one to her lik-
ing. As the clerk wrapped it up,
she chose the watch then said,
“‘I'll take some balloons home for
Lynne.”
Laurie felt that he was being
left out, but when his turn came
to choose something, he had his
mind made up. *“I need a small
red shovel, and I'd like a watering
can for my garden,” he said.
Mrs. Page laughed. “I can't see
the need of a watering can after
all this rain, but we may have
a dry spell later on. Very well,
you may have it. Now we must
finish my shopping.’’
As the children left the store,
Brenda looked in her purse, and
said. “I still have money left, 1
have a nickel and six pennies. I
didn’t spend it all.”
That seemed g lot to Laurie. He
said. “My! you'll have lots of
money. You'll be able to make an-
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other trip into town with all that!"
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worst fright of his short life. Flip
the terrier ‘was trying to dig him
out of his home in the ground.
Buster had felt perfectly safe in
that snug underground home where
he had been living since he start-
ed out in the Great World for
himself. He hadn't dug that home
himself. It was an old house that
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had no reason for digging. But he
had a reason now. Anyway, he felt
that he had. That dreadful dog was
making the sand fly as he tried to
dig down in. He couldn't come in
without digging, because he was
too big.

The young chuck went way down
to the snug bedroom deep in the
ground. There he crouched a little
while all ashake with fright as he
listened to the sounds that came
down from up above. No more
frightened young chuck . ever lived
than was Buster. That was partly
because he knew nothing about
dogs. He didn't know that Flip-
probably would give up digging long
before he got down. to that snug
bedroom.

Now all woodchucks are natural
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someone else had dug long ago and|born diggers. They. have digging
no longer used. As yet Buster had|paws, and they do not have to
done very little digging. He had (Continued on page 9)
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MAILY CRYPTOQUOTE—Here'’s how to work it;
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one ietter simply stands for another. In this example A is used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single lettere, apose
trophies, the length and formation of the words -
Each day the code letters are different.
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B8y Ham Fisher

Tippy and "Cap" Stubs

Qaidv. Dripple

Napoleon and Uncle Elby
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