
  

_ Litton

By Roy Johnstone
The Lee government has fe-

cently announced that Litton
‘Systemsof Canada wants to set up

a radar assembly plant at the

Charlottetown Industrial complex

under the banner of “jobs for

+islanders” our provincial and

federal representatives have rushed

off to Ottawa to lobby the federal

government. They hope to in-

fluence the awarding of the Low

Level Aid Defence (LLAD) con-

tract to Litton’s benefit. (Litton

is part of a consortiumincludinga
Swiss company Oerlikon and a

U.S. company, Martin Marietta)
But has anyone really asked

why Litton has chosen Prince

Edward Island for its manufac-

turingsite? I wouldlike to suggest
that Islanders are being tested!

Weare being asked to welcome

Litton but whatdo wefeally know
about this company? Rene Dubois

once stated that it’s important to
“think globally but act locally’’.

{ thinkthis principleis particularly

appropriate to the Litton question.

What doe we know of the

global industrial military complex

of which Litton, Oerlikon and

Martin Marietta are majorplayers.
Litton Systems of Canada is 100%
owned by the parent coproration

in the U.S.A. andit ranks in the

top 10 U.S. military corporations

with sales in excess of 16 billion

Warand peace
By Jim Lai

Mankind has hada longhistory
of war and conflict, broken by

generally short periods of peace.
Historically, if a country had a
strong defense, she might have a
prolonged interval of peace and
prosperity. There are many
examplesone cancite.

The Great Wall of China, the

only man-madestructurevisible

from space, is a monumentto the

warlike nature of mankind.

When it was built over twenty-

two hundred years ago, up to a
million lives were lost in its con-

struction to buy the subsequent

five hundred years of peace for
“the Chinese people from northern
invaders. Inevitably, parts of the

Great Wall fell into disrepair;

afterwards China was periodically

ruled by the various northern
invaders.

Smaller countries have their

share of misfortunes too. For

Twopoints of view

(nearly 15 times PEI’stotal pro-
vincial budget). It provided guid-

ance systems and weapons release

systems to the U.S.aircraft that
killed thousands of peasants in

Vietnam.Litton is.a key playerin

maintain U.S. interventionist
forces in Central America and the

Middle East. Litton was involved
in the construction of a Honduran
training base for the U.S. backed
forces invading Nicaragua.Itis
also extensively involved in the

design and production ofelectronic
warfare systems and the guidance
for the Cruise missile. Oerlikon is
also a multinational company
based in Switzerland andit recent-

ly spend $200 million on im-
provingthekilling precision ofthe
35 mm gunsit manufacturers for

the ADATSsystem. This is the

same gun the Argentinians used

against Britain in the Falklands/

Malvinas conflict. Martin Marietta

is also one of the U.S.top military

corporationsinvolved in high tech
military (U.S. space shuttle,
Pershing and Cruise missiles).
Doesn’t it concern Islanders that

the profits from Litton’s plant

here will contribute to an escala-

tion of the arms race and to more

killing in other parts of the world?

What is the relationship be-

tweenlocal events and companies

like Litton moving the the Mari-

times? As we witness more and
more farm bankruptcies, as we

 

read that the Charlottetown

hospital doesn’t have the funds to

maintain full services as unem-
ployment increasesywe experience

the effects of policy decisions

+ madeby national and provincial
governments. These decisions are

a‘ direct result of a growing

emphasis on military spending.
Manyeconomicstudies have been

,_ done that confirm that military

spending generates less employ-
mentanddiverts funds from more

socially beneficial uses. If we look

at the impacts on the poorer
countries buying these military
goods wesee even moredesperate
results — famine, disease and
illiteracy.

Whatis the ADATSsystem that

the Litton, Oerikon and Martin

Marietta consortium is manufac-

turing? Wearetold it’s for Cana-
dian defence forces in Europe but

in fact Litton has made commit-

ments to manufacturethis system
even if it doesn’t win the Cana-

dian LLAD contract. President

Keating has predicted that 90%

of these Air Defence and Anti-

Tank Systems (ADATS)will be

exported (see note on Oerlikon
above). Under the guise of ‘de-

fence’this radar plantwill provide

key componentsfor a highly accu-
rate mobile weaponsystem which
will be sold to any country with
the money. When -questioned
about Litton’s foreign sales

Canadian President Ronald Keating

replied:
“We have sold to Chile when

the U.S. was against selling to
Chile. We sold to Argentina and

all those places. We wouldsell to

-Libya and Iraq if they required
something” (Libyais allegedly the
country which supported the re-
cent bombings againstciviliansin
RomeandVienna).

Litton is one of the worst

labour law violators in the U.S.

It has harassed,fired and threaten-
ed violence against union organ-
izers and supporters. Jt has a long
history as a ‘runaway company’
closing more than ten plants be-
cause of attempts to. organize

unions. Six international unions

including the AFL-CIO joined
together to publicize and protest

Litton’s anti-union activities.

Litton has also been charged with

huge cost over runs, falsifying
customsdata andviolating federal
advertising law in the U.S. This

company has a long history of
misrepresentation and fraud

which has been paid for by the
taxpayer. Do Islanders want to

have a companywith this history

in their community?

The Premier has stated that

Littonis bringingprogress to PEI.
But is this the kind of progress
that Islanders want? The Premier

is promising that Litton will

reduce the Island’s rate of un-

employmentover 4% by 1991 but
he is mistaken. He has calculated

the total number ofjobs to be 832

but over half of these are person-

years, that is, one person working

for one year, hardly the long term
employment that we need. Most
likely the jobswill go to people
in training programs whoare pre-
sently not unemployed, and for

the most part these will be the

lower paying assemblyline jobs.
Litton’s technological transfer
will mean workerswill be moving

here from Toronto and other

unemployed peoplewill be hired
whoare notliving on the Island.

Litton is going to hire the most

qualified and experienced people
it can find, unfortunately it’s un-
likely that many of these people
will be from the ranks of the

chronic unemployed. It’s. true,
some Islanders will get jobs but
at whatcostin taxpayer subsidies
and grants? If Litton gets the
largest portion of provincial and
federal monies will other sectors

of the’ Island economy suffer?
What impact will this have on
unemployment?

If our democratic principles are ©

to more than mereplatitudes we
must be given answers to our

questions and the freedom to

speak out our concerns. We need

a full public debate on this im-

portantissue.

 

example, Finland, being a march-
land state, has had been involved

in war for about one yearin seven
on average during the last seven
hundred years, herlast war ending

in 1945. One can imagine how the

Finnish suffered during those war-

torn times.

Considering historical evidence,

the belief that the threat of war

can be removed in a generation or
even a few decades is incredibly
hollow and empty.
The threat of a nuclear war has

been much publicized recently.
Many have cried out against
nuclear weapons,saying that they
poseanintolerable threat to man-

kind. In the 1950s, great minds

like Einstein and Oppenheimer

spokeoutagainsthe further build-

up of nuclear weapons, but they
were dismissed asnaive scientists

bypractically all North Americans.

With thereadily available nuclear
technology andpresentstockpiles

of nuclear weapons,it is too late

to turn the clock backto an era of

a lesser nuclearthreat.

The nuclear weapon was deve-
loped during World War II by the

American government in fear that

the Nazi government would deve-
lop the bombfirst. The develop-
ment. of the nuclear bomb justi-

fied by the inhumannatureof the

Nazi party. If the Nazi govern-
ment had developed the bomb
first, the lives of literally millions

of freedom fighters could have

been wiped out in a firestorm of

hatred. In any case, the develop-
mentcf the bomb was inevitable

with the advent of quantum

mechanics, which is the basis of

our modern technological civiliza-

tion as we knowit,

Since thattime, enough nuclear
weaponshavebeenstockpiled by

the superpowers to destroy the
world more than twelve times

oyer. Some say that nuclear wea-
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pons have a destabilizing in-
fluence on the world. Whether or
not nuclear weapons have made

the world less stable is arguable.
‘As one liberal-minded American

without

 

news commentator sai
nucelar weapons we mightalready
have had a Third and even a
Fourth World War according to
recenthistory. Recall that World

WarI was precipitated by a mere
assassination of a royal figure.

One mustdraw line between

offensive and defensive weapons,

aggressors and victims, and unjust
andjust wars. Those whoblindly
oppose all.weapons andall wars
are only marginally better than the

warmongers they are fighting
against.

Gorbachev’srecently announced
so-called “‘Grand Scheme’ to

eliminate nuclear weapons within
fifteen years is no less. a hoax than
the recent escapade involving
icons and blood in Quebec. There

are people who will ‘readily ana
willingly believe in the untenable

without giving the matter any
thought. Such people are naive
andeasily fooled. They are bound

to be disappointed. Whatreason-

able person wouldbetthat nuclear
weaponswill disappear from the

face of the earth in fifteen years?

The Russianswill never give up

their nuclear weapons and allow

the billion-strong ‘‘Yellow Peril’’

to trample their country into the

ground. The Americanswill never
give up their nuclear arsenal and
let petty countries such as Libya

gain an equal footing with her.
Even Libya mayhavetheability
to produce nuclear weapons, per-

hapsbyhiring unemployed young
nuclear scientists from aroundthe
world.

Even if all nuclear weapons
were somehow eliminated, they
could be manufactured again, out
continued on page 5
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