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Holiday
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“My maid is here, to spy ¥ not
to guard.” said Elsa. “Anna, Anna!
Why, where is she?”

“She went out.” Ted informed her.
“Anyhow she doesnt understand
English, does she She wouldn't be
a very efficlent spy.”

“pPerhaps they are planning to
change Mr. Layten’s prison,” sug-
gested Carl from over near a wine
dow,

“What makes you think that?”
demandedi Elsa.

He pointed out of the window,

and she went (o ste. The draw-
bridge was down, and at the farther
end of it walted the Magdeburgs’
car, enpty and unguarded.

Ela becokened to Ted. “If the
thres of us were in that oar — this
minute!”

“With gasoline—and luck — we
might still get away” Ted fin-
ished for her’

Carl tried the door, opened it a
crack, and looked into the cor-
ridor. Then he closed it softly, and
casne to report in an excited whis-
per, “The sentries have been with..
drawn. If now, before others come
to take their places—" .

“They have a funny way of
changing guards in Castle Warn-
beck,” sald Ted musingly,

Oar] tiptoed to the window, and
reported on that reconnai-sance,
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too. “The sentries outside the
castle—I can no longer ses any

m this window.”
h?'l'hlt‘s just too good to be true!”

“But, Mr. Layton, if a revolt
has broken out among the
guards—"

“If one has, they wers pretty
quiet about it. However, I suppose
I'll have to make a pass at ihe
thing. You haven't 3 weapon ot any
sort handy, have you, Elsa?’

“You can use the legs of a chair
as a club!” suzges ed Carl,

“That chefr there”, Flaa pointed
eagerly, “The legs are already
slmost oft” !

With Carl’s help Ted wrenched
a leg fram the chair she indicated
Balancing it in his right hand,
he put his left arm around Flsa.
“Just one kiss for luck, Flsa, After
that, put your hands over your
ears.”

‘But T am coming with you”
said Elsa firmly, '

“Youre doing. nothing of the
kind, sweetheart, Here, Oarl, holi
Yyour queen for a few minutes!” Ted
passed Elsa over to Carl] as uncon-
cernedly as if she had been a bag
of sugar,

She had just freed herself from
him when she heard three or four
shots cutside the castle. She rushed
along the corridor and down the
stalts. At the foot of the stair-
way she collided with Ted, who was

T bt 5t

RELIEVES SHOULDER STRAP STRAIN

é&m W )WMM Mbﬂ’w “Elfin" is the

Gothic bandeau shown. Besides the popular

Cordtex Uplift it has another exclusive feature —

the “Breathing Waist = those neat. elastio

inserts at the waist band that make the bra breathe

with you. You can also get it in a range of

Long-Line styles too, at leading stores,

GUHIC

BANDEAUX

/)’

returning as fast as his legs would
carry him, J

"Get back up there!™ he ted.

Arm in arm, they raced upstalrs
:; the =itting room. Ted slammed

e
it. “Trat is
he announced, “They were making
1t just too easy for me to escape
Naturally*I was susplcious.”

“They wished you to run away?”
asked Carl. )

“Of course they did, I'm an em-
barrassing prisoner; but for all
Colonel Tilsius’ jibes about; the way
the United States fails to protect its
citizens, he didn't want to execute
me .80 he thought of a brilliant
way out; The Japanese method of
’escape’ for prisoners.”

“You did not run across an open
space. Mr, Layton?” Car asked,

"I certainly did not, 1 kept close
to the wall of the courtyard until
I reached the passage which leads
lo the drawbridge. At the outer
end of the passage I took three or
four hasty steps forward; but by
the time they shot, I had ocome
back much faster than I went out.”

“Mer Highness shoulq escape with

can stfll be done!
clothes with me,
I will run out and let them mistake
me for you, In the confusion sfter
I am shot, you and Her Highness
can get away in that car which
still stands thers in readiness.”

“I'm afraid we havent much time
to think of plans.” sald Elsa anx-
lously, “The guards will surely re.
turn soon,”

“They're undoubtedly on the
way now.” Ted put his ear to the
crack of the door, and nodded
briefly, “Yes, they're coming.”

OCHAPTER XXVI

Elsa heard the tramp of feet in
the corridor. In desperatfon Carl |
rushed to the window. “Highness!” |
he cried in an excited tone, “That
traln—the train by which Colone]
Tilsius came here last night—it is

You must change

door and set his back sgainst |,
Just what I expected,” |}

you.” Carl had a bright idea. “That ||
Mr. Layton, Then ||
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farther along the track now. 1 i
can see smoke from the engine, too, |
though the engine is still hidden '
{rom me hy trees.” ‘

“Hin! They're getting steam up
are they?” sald Ted,
‘“Yes, and they must have switoh-
ed too, The train is now headed |
back toward Grantheim.” g
“If that engine has steam up,"’
sald Flsa. “surely it means that
Colonel Tilsius s returning
Granthelm. And as for us—"
The door opened, and two sen-
tries appeared at attention. Be.
tween them strutted Colonel Til-*
stus, followed at respectful distance
by the mald, Anna, Tilstus was
wearing a long military overcoat,
and carrled his cap in his hand;
he aped a military carriage, but
his imitation was not very succes-
ful.
He glowered at Ted, but he spoke
to Elsa. “Your Highness has had
the night to think things over,
I trust reflection has brought wis-
dom.”

“It was an awful night.” quavered
Elsa.
"Your Highness—~" went on Til-
sius, “I call you by that outmoded
name for the sake of clearness—
Your Highness is now prepared to
acknowledge your identity?”
Elsa shock her head, “It wouldn'
do any good if I did.”
“In other words.” Ted explained
affa‘b‘.y, “Mrs, Layton admits noth.
ing.”
“Her denfal {s not very firm.”
“Well, you've refused to accept her
denlal. She is growing confused, I
think I know I am."
“It would be better for all of
us if Her Highness admitted what
can be 80 easily proved. In a quart-
er of an hour I am leaving for the
capital. Your Highness will ace
company me in the specia] train,”
Car] advanced a step an saluted.
“Colonel, if you plan on taking Her
—on taking the lady with you, you
wil] at Jeast let me accormpany her?”
“She will be quite safe in our
hands. Natur:lly we prefer not to
let her have her own coterie about
her.”
“On that score, I think Lieut-
enent Sterndorf fe right” put in
Ted. “For your own sake, . Colonel,
you ought to allox him to ac~
company the lady to the capital.”
“That 15 a singular suggestion to
come from a man who professes
that the lady s his wife, Mr, Lay-
ton.”
“Not at all, If she Is my wife, T
want her to be suitably escorted,
don’t I? If she is not my wi‘e, as
you pretend to believe, you ought
to allow heér to ‘have at least ome
of her own suite with her right
aong. He would be a valuable wit-
ness for your sice in case anyth'ng
haprened that might be—well a
little hard to e plain.”

“And of course Mr, Layton «*"
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nesses are twice as good as one, Og
better, aren't they?”

“Mr. Layton will not go with
you.” sald Tilsfus dryly. “Mr. Lape

to ) ton makes himself & nulsance.

But Ted shook his heed s her,

! “Go along and do as you ave tol,

Elsa, There are other persons con-
cerned besides you and me. Don's
you hear that?”

The noise he alluded to had be~
gun s moment earlier but ¥lxa had
been too agitated bo notice it. Now
she listened to the distant booming
and her face paled. “Is that—can.
non?” she whispéred.

. “It is, Big guns in the distanca
This country is at war, Elsa. You
have your part to play, and 1§
won't be an easy one.” $

The maid brought Elsa’'s hat ang
ooat. Ted helped her put them on.
“Now your handbag and gloves
That's yight. You're al] set!” With
a hand under her chin, he raised

her face toward his and took &
long look into her eyes.

We have no time for sentimental
farewells!” growled Tilsfus.

Ted slipped an arm around Fisa's
waist. “Then since time presses,
may I walk to the gate with Mrs
Layton, and wave good-by fromy

there?” )
(To Be Continuedy
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